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In our last number we inserted a brief notice of the pro- 
ceedings and resolutions of an “anti-slavery national con- 
vention,” got up by a few ultra fanatics to the east, de- 
nouncing the Union of these states, constitution and all, 
and proposing and advocating high treason in unquaii- 
fied terms. We have now, by the way of fairly balanc- 
ing accounts with this demonstration from one direction, 
just as wild and reckless a proposition from the opposite 
direction. At a meeting of the friends of “immediate an- 
nexation,” held at New Orleans, a few days since, the 
following resolution was adopted among others. 

“Resolved, That the inhabitants of Texas having re- 
peatediy manifested great anxiety for the incorporation 
of their republic into the federal Union—that it will be- 
come the duty of the state of Louisiana in the event of 
the rejection of the treaty of annexation, to take imme- 
diate steps for the formation of a compact with the re- 
public of Texas, subject to the constitutional action of 
the congress of the United States, the object of which 
will be to extend the boundary of Louisiana to her an- 
cient limits.” 

One of the journals of that city expresses astonish- 
ment that intelhgent and respectable men, many of 
whom it appears were at the meeting, should allow such 
a resolution to go forth to the world. ‘The tenth section 
of the constitution expressly forbids any state from en- 
tering into any treaty, alliance, or confederation what- 
ever. It cannot do so with a sister state,—still less with 
a foreign state. 





GENERAL JacKson’s SECOND LETTER ON ANNEXATION.— 
supposed to nave been earnestly called for by Mr. Van 
Buren’s friends, on one hand, in the hope that the ge- 
neral would qualify to some extent, the urgent language 
used in his first letter, where he insisted upon “immedi- 
ate annexation,’—‘‘now or never,”—so far as to recon- 
cile if possible his views with those of Mr. Van Buren, 
known to be the general's favorite candidate for the pre- 
sidency,—but who is oppused to ratifying the treaty.— 
The visit of the late attorney general Butler, of New 
York, to the Hermitage, it was said, was with the view 
ot reconciling this difficulty, and to obtain an explana- 
tory letter from the old general. 

On the other hand, the friends of the Texas treaty, 
who had sedulously sought and succeeded in obtaining 
the influence of the old general in favor of immediate 
annexation, now finding that Mr. Van Buren would not 
be for the treaty, determined to relieve themselves from 
him as a candidate, and naturally sought for the infla- 
ence of General Jackson to lead that impulse, believing 
that of the two,—if obliged to choose between T'exas 
and Van Buren, he would not hesitate to prefer the lat- 
ter. 

The general’ssecond letter rather disappoints these. 
He adheres to immediate annexation, and adheres to 
Mr. Van Buren notwithstanding,—excusing the latter, 
by alleging, that when he wrote his late letter he (Mr. 
V. B.) was ignorant of what had transpired upon the 
subject of Texas since he left the administration, infer- 
ring of course, that if he had been better informed, his 
opinion would have coincided with his own. The ge- 
neral’s language is: “I cannot close these remarks 
without saying that my regard for Mr. Van Buren is so 
great and my confidence in his love of country is 
strengthened by so long and intimate an acquaintance, 
that no difference on thissubject can change my opi- 
nion of his character. He has evidently prepared his 
leer from a knowledge only of the circumstances 
bearing on the subject as they existed at the close of his 
udmumistration, without a view of the disclosures since 
made, and which manifest the probability of a dange- 
rous interference with the affairs of Texas by a foreign 
power.” 

The general says: “As to the form of annexation, I do 
not think it materie] whether it be by treaty or upon the 
application of Texas by an act or joint resolution of 
congress,” 

Since the ‘reception of this letter, doubts as to whe- 
ther the “Democratie” National Convention would no- 
minate Mr. Van Buren, on the 27th inst. have very ma- 
terally subsided. Aninformal meeting of delegates to 
that convention who were in Washington, ii is said, has 
been held in that city, at which it became evident that 

r. Van Buren would be nominated at Baltimore ii 
spite of objections to him. Whether it be true or not, 
t iat such a meeting took place, there isno doubt that 
noses have been counted, and the result of the nomina- 


tion is much less doubtful than it was when 4ur last 
a Went to press. 

There is a possibility, however, that a preliminar 
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ing as a sine que non, that the candidate named for the 
presidency shal! be in favor of ratifying the treaty of an- 
nexation. We have seen sucha suggestion, with the 
alternative, that the friends of immediate annexation 
will secede from the convention if it be rejected. 

The effect of such a measure would seem tou be, in 
favor of Mr. Tyler’s pretensions as a candidate, for if the 
treaty is to be ratified, Mr. T'yler’s present term will not 
have expired before that ratification takes place, accord- 
ing to the limitation in the treaty itself: 





FOREIGN ARTICLES. 





The steamer Britannia left Liverpool on the 4th, and 
arrived at Boston on the 18th instant, with 48 cabin 
passengers. The American packet ship Europe had 
arrived at Liverpool in the short passage of 155 days 
from New York. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Finances. On the 29th “April the chancellor of 
the exchequer brought forward his financial state- 
ments for the year, which gave great satisfaction. 
The revenue collected had exceeded the estimates— 
and the expenditures fall below the estimates, so as 
to leave a surplus of €4,165,000. The revenue of 
the ensuing year is estimated at £51,790,000, and 
the expenditures £47,803.000. The income tax is 
the great financial measure of Peel’s administration. 
It will be recollected that he substituted that mea- 
sure, for the provision over which the whigs stumbl- 
ed, and for which they were signally tumbled out of 
office—we allude to their project of reducing their 
protective duties, in hopes of thereby increasing the 
revenue. The customs had fallen off a trifle—Post 
office increase £4,000; excise exceeds that of last 
year by nearly a million and a half. 

The anti-corn law league have been disappointed 
in recent elections. Mr. Thomas Baring, the unsuc- 


London contest, has been returned without opposi- 
tion for Huntingdon. 

Their majesties of Belgium have left England. The 
duchess of Kent was in France, where she had been 
entertained by Louis Phillippe. 

It is expected that the emperor of Russia would 
arrive in England on a visit to the queen, about the 
second week of this month. 

American Zot VeREIN TREATY. In the British 
Parliament. On the 23d ult. Dr. Bowring asked whe- 


ty between America and the Zoll Verein, signed on 
the 23d March Jast, by which tobacco, the produce of 
America, was to be admitted into Germany at a duty 
of four dollars per cwt., raw cotton free of duty, and 
other articles at low duties—in consideration of the 
admission of German manufactures on more favora- 
ble terms? 

Sir R. Peel said it was true that such a treaty had 
been signed, but it had not yet been ratified. 


ed it impossible for the United States to admit the 
productions of Germany on more favorable terms 
than ours, and consequently that any reduction in fa- 
vor of German manufactures must be equally favora- 
ble to those of Great Britain. 

Sir R. Peel said a few words to the same effect, 
but thought it would be better to abstain from any 
observation just at present, as the treaty alluded to 
had not been ratified. 

IreELAND. O’Connell’s application for a new trial 
had not been, and it was supposed would-not be grant- 
ed. The application had been argued at full length, 


| 


cessful opponent of Mr. Pattison in the recent city of | 


ther governmentwad any official knowledge of a trea-| 


Mr. Labouchere said that existing treaties render- | 


and was to be decided in a day or two. ‘The impres- | 
sion appears to be, judging from the general tone of | 





proposition, will be submitted to the convention demand- The Cork Examiner states that many thousand “re- 


peal buttons” have been sold in Cork within the last 
ten days, to persons of all classes. 

IRELAND was ina state of great excitement.— 
O’Connell had not yet been sentenced, but from the 
speeches maje, it is evident he expec ts to be sent to 
prison. He and all his co-conspirators are struggling for 
new trials. A grand banquet was given to O’Con- 
nell by the inhabitants of Cork, on the 7th ult., at 
which 800 persons partook. The speech of Mr. 
O’Connell was the principal event of the evening, 
from its containing a variety of allusions to the sen- 
tence expected to be passed upon him. The Repeal 
Association held a meeting in Dublin on the 12th, 
when a letter was read from Dr. M’Hale, archbishop 
of Tuam, addressed to Mr. O’Connell, expressive of 
the admiration which the writer entertained for the 
learned gentleman, and sympathy for his present 
position. Accompanying the letter was £115, con- 
tributed by the writer and his clergy. The rent for 
the week amounted to £670, among which was £100 
from Virginia, and the same sum from New York. 

FRANCE. 

The report on petitions for the abolition of slavery 
|in the French colonies was to be presented in the 
| chamber of deputies on the 4th instant, and the min- 
|ister of the marine gave notice, that he will avail 
| himself of that opportunity to announce the inten- 
| tions of government on that subject. Several arrests 





have been made in the army, chiefly among the non- 
commissioned officers; it is reported that the spirit of 


insubordination is on the increase. The offenders 


| have been instantly transported to Africa. 


| Prosecutions of the press were still going on in 
|France. The editors of the Gazette de France 
‘and of the Nation newspapers were on Saturday 
‘condemned to one year’s imprisonment and a fine of 
12,000 franes each, for a libel on the government. 
Despatches from Algeria have reached Paris, an- 
nouncing several triumphs over the followers of Ab- 
| del Kader, by the dukes d’Aumale and Montpensier. 


' 


7ENERAL BertTRanv.—It has been proposed in the 
Chamber of Deputies, that Gen. Bertrand’s coffin be 
| deposited at the entrance of the vault containing Na- 
_poieon’s remains, with this simple inscription— Ci git 
le General Bertrand. During the debate, a high eulo- 
gium was passed on the deceased by the Count de Las- 
cases—who observed that, as a scientific man, he fil- 
‘led a professor’s chair in the Polytechnic school, at 
22 years of age—as an administrator, he, for several 
years governed the Illyrian provinces—the war in 
Egypt and the battle of Lobau, attested his ability as 
/an engineer,—and all the great fields of battle were 
witnesses of his bravery. But it was, particularly, 
his fidelity to the Emperor which would render him 
immortal. He followed his imperial master, both in 
| his first and second exile. For him he sacrificed all; 
and he, at last, enly quitted him when he had beheld 
| the tomb close over his mortal remains. 
Lucien Bonaparte’s youngest daughter has entered 
'the convent of the Sacred Heart, on Mount Pincio. 
|She is 24 years of age—and so learned and devout, 
‘that she has been destined to be the foundress of a 
| branch of the order of Warsaw. 


} 


Tue Jesuits.—Quite a sensation has been produ- 
ced by the appearance of a pamphlet, by M. Ravig- 
inan, a distinguished preacher—in which he avows 
ihimself to be a Jesuit. The pamphlet is a defence 
'of the order, and states that there are 206 of the 
‘brethren engaged in education in France, and 305 
‘branches in other countries,—having upwards of 
700,000 pupils. 

Tne Fortirications will soon be finished, although 


' 


the papers, that the traversers will be sentenced, and | the ministers have deuied the truth of the report that 
sent to prison. O’Connell was at the repeal meeting | they are to be armed, unless in case of invasion.— 
on the 23d ult. and renewed his exhortations for the | There are a vast number of troops in the barracks, 
people to remain peaceable and continue to agitate for | waiting to occupy them; 13 regiments of the line, 6 
repeal—Rent for the week £289. Do. for the week | of light infantry; 2 battalions of Chasseurs; 6 corps of 
ending 29th ult. £191. D. O’Connell jr. in the chair. | engineers; 6 regiments of cavalry,-composed of 5 
Mr. O'Connell made several speeches and moved squadrons each; 4 companies of veterans; 4,000 mu- 
that the association do at its rising adjourn until | nicipal guards, and a large body of armed firemen— 
Friday, that he might (after the prosecutions), bring | the whole presenting an effective force, larger than 
forward his plan for the renewed agitation of repeal. | that with which Napoleon conquered Italy. Besides 
(Loud cheers.) The leaders of the cause would cer-| these, there Is an army of reserve of 30,000 men, 
tain!y, in his opiision, be sent to gaol, but govern- | quartered in the immediate suburbs, aud 20,000 na- 
ment would nevertheless faii ii the objects of those | tional guards. nity 


ti if . . . . « the re eal ‘ 
»prosecutions, if they failed in dampening ¢:! Pp ina king of Naples narrowly escaped ssshistba- 


agitation. (Cheers.) The learned gentleman then Phas 
exhorted the people to peace and perseverance, lion on the oth April by “ sergeant of the guard. 
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RUSSIA. 
The Emperor of Russia is making extensive pre- 
parations to finish his Circassian war the present 


season. 
PRUSSIA. 

Treaty with the United States.—For some time past 
negotiations have been pending for a commercial trea- 
tv between the United States of America and the 
Germanic Union of Customs. We learn upon good 
authority, that these negotiations have been brought 
to a close, and that a treaty has been actually signed 
by the Prussian government and Mr. Wheaton, the 
American minister at that court. The effect of the 
treaty is understood to be to reduce the present du- 
ties on tobacco and rice imported into Germany from 
the United States; and on the other hand, to afford 
facilities for the introduction into the United States 
of several branches of German manufactures for 
American consumption. It is, of course, uncertain 
whether this treaty, at present entered into by Prus- 
sia only, will be ratified by the other states of the 
Germanic Customs’ Union, and still more uncertain 
whether the treaty will be ratified by the American 
legislature; but, as it stands, Mr. Wheaton has gained 
the march upon all the other governments who have 
hitherto attempted to treat with Germany in com- 
mercial matters. [London paper. 

INDIA. 

Lord Ellenborough, governor general of India, has 
been re-called by the East India company—a step 
which occasioned great excitement, as neither the 
ministry nor parliament desired it. Itis rumored that 
Sir Henry Pottinger will, on his arrival in England, 
be elevated to the pecrage. 

CHINA. 

Canton dates to the 15th February by overland 
mail, furnish letters of interest tous. Mr. Cushing 
had not arrived. Tea was inactive, high prices being 
demanded. 

Sanpwicn Isnanps. Up to the 20th February no intel- 
ligence had been received of the French brig Jose Maria, 
which sailed from France in 1842, with 42 persons on 
board, including the bishop of the Sandwich Islands, 
seven Roman Catholic missionaries, and ten nuns, This 
vesse] touched at St. Catharine’s in Brazil, and sailed 
thence February 23, 1843, since which time nothing has 
been heard of her, and itis feared that the vessel is lost 
and that all on board have perished. 

AFRICA. 

The brig .4!lanta, at New York, brings Monrovia 
dates to the 12th April, and left the colony enjoying 
health and prosperity, business flourishing, provisions 
plenty. The Rev. Messrs. Seys, Mallory, Johnson, 
Russell, and Stevens bad returned from an,excursion 
of two hundred miles into the mterior, a beautiful 
region, not heretofore visited. At the extreme dis- 
tance two missionary stalions were established by 
those gentlemen. 

A ship supposed to be the Crawford, late of New 
York, but more recently a packet between Havana 
and Cadiz, was fallen in with by H. B. M. brig Per- 
yett, in the act of taking a cargo of negroes on board. 
An attempt was made by the brig’s boats to board 
her but the British were beaten off. The Crawford 
then took in her cargo of one thousand negroes and 
proceded to sea. When off the harbor she again fell 
in with the brig, but soon outsailed her and made her 
escape. 

An American brig from Havana in the river Gale- 
nas, from having a cargo of slave goods, was suspec- 
ted of being connected with the slave trade, and was | 
detained by the British and prevented from landing 
herecargo. The British steamer Henlopen went round 


| Haytien officer said that presiden 


English consul now residing in Jamaica, who, it 1s 
stated, has $270,000 to cover the expense of arms, 
ammunition, and expenses of agents in the cause.— 
The whole Island was to raise at the same hour— 
midnight. The blacks in the vicirity of Cardenas 
were to set fire to the buildings, murder the whites, 
take their arms, and proceed at once to the shore 
near the Cardenas, where they would find six thou- 
sand stand of arms, and ammunition, landed from an 
English brig, which was to have come from New 
Providence, and fall upon Matanzas with about 30,- 
000 men, were they would join their principal chief. 
HAYTI. 

This island, which for many vears had remained in 
a comparatively quiet condition, though governed by 
colored people, appears now to be distracted by dis- 
sensions and factions, somewhat like those which 
have desolated the South American republics—or 
rather like Spain and Portugal, for we fear that like 
them, powerful foreign mteference is atthe basis of 
many of the rapid revolutions of the factions. 

The principal parties now in conflict in the island, 
are the blacks, arrayed against the mulattoes, the 
latter baving had the government for a long time.— 
The southern or Spanish portion of the island under 
the blacks have taken up arms, and in several partial 
engagements, have defeated the government troops, 
taken many prisoners and several important posts.— 
The Jamaica Journal says that all accounts agree 
in stating that the blacks have, with few exceptions, 
practised great forbearance towards such persons as | 
have fallen into their hands. Property has been re- | 
spected, and there has been no cold-blooded murder | 
of their colored countrymen, as many, even their re- | 
latives themselves, anticipated—thus leaving room to 
hope that an adjustment of their differences may yet} 
take place, without any unnecessary waste of human | 
life.” 

A vessel at New York brings St. Domingo dates 
to the 5th May. The negro general, I. Acaan. with 
a large force of blacks, had marched from the in- 
terior upon Aux Cayes, taken possession of the town, 
slaughtered many of the inhabitants, and driven out | 
the regular troops. Nea:ly 800 of the inhabitants had | 
escaped in vessels to Jamaica and elsewhere. ‘The | 
negro chief was about seizing the American brig) 
Montilla, with her cargo, when the consul interfered. 

Cape Haytien was taken possessi-n on the 25th ult. | 
by general Pierrot with a force of 2,000 men—in revolt] 
| avainst president Herard Reviere. ‘That section of the} 

Island was then erected into a separate department, call ' 
ed the “department of the north”—to embrace what for- | 
merly constituted the kingdom of Christophe, extending 
on the coast from Fort Liberte, (formerly Dauphin), 30 
miles east of Cape Haytien to St. Mare on the west, and 
including, besides, Gonaives, Port de Paix, and St. Ni 

cholis Mole. General Pierrot had been declared com- 
mander-tn-chief—and with his council of state, had im- 
posed an export duty of $10 [laytien per 1,000 Ibs. of 
coflee. 

‘he schooner Doty Chase, in 12 days from Aux! 
Cayes, with her outward cargo on board, havd been | 
turuedyoff by a Haytien brig-of war, that was blockading | 
the port. Captain Baker states that he arrived off the| 
port on the Ist instant, and laid off and on for a week, 
hoping to be permitted to pass—but the gun brig threat- 
ened to capture him if he attempted to enter, but said he 
might proceed either to Port au Prince or Jacmel. The 
Herard Riviere was 
in Aux Cayes with 15,000 men, and daily expecting re- 
inforceiments, 

This account was no doubt talse, for Aux Cayes as 
above stated, was in possession of the insurrectionary 
general Acaan. Captain B heard firing constantly on} 
shore all the time he laid off. 

Britisn Brocxaps or Cenrrat AMERrican Ports. 











to Monrovia and towed the U.S. ship Decotur up the 
river to investigate the affair. The officers and crew 
belonging to the American squadron on the coast | 
were all well. | 

Business is very good all along the coast. The slave | 
factory, owned by Martinas, a Spaniard, at Galeunas, is 
carrying on as extensive 2 business as ever. 

Governor Roberts, of Monrovia, aud family, came pas- 
sengers in the Adanta. 


CUBA. 

Supposep Insurrection.—We noticed some time | 
since the decisive steps taken by the captain general, 
thought at the time to be rather arbitrary, to sup- 
press and punish persons suspected as being engaged 
in a plot for insurrection. Subsequent serious deve- 
lopements induce us now to think that prompt and | 
absolute measures were indispensable on the occa- | 
sion. From the declaration of one of the conspira- | 
tors published inthe N. Y. Express it appears that 
ali the free negroes and mulattoes were privy to the 
revolt; and if the discovery had been delayed a few 
days jonger, nothing could have prevented a most 
horid massacre. The plan of operations is revealed 
in the declaration of the conspirator, who was inter- 
preter among the negroes and mulattoes, and wa3 In- 
duced to become an accomplice in the plot by the 
promise of $10,000 and the rank of brigadier. The 





An official notification of the above blockade was 
forwarded by R. W. Campbell, American consul at 
Havana, to the collector of customs at Savannah. 

The Jamaica Morning Journal of the 30th April 
contains the subjoined notice: 

** Port Royal: April 27, 1844. 

“Sir: Ihave to inform you that the ports of St. 
Juan de Niearagua and coasis adjacent were placed 
in a state of blockade on the 30th March last, which 
I beg you will notify to the merchants and others 
concerned. I am, sir, &c. A. Suarpe, Commodore. 

‘To his honor, H. Mitchell, §c., Kingston.” 

SPAIN. 

Hitherto, the appearance of Christina in Madrid 
has had the effect of oil on the troubled waters. She 
is distributing titles and favors, and, it is said, is de. 
sirous of receiving Espartero into favor. 

MEXICO. 

Advices from Mexico via Havana to 17th April.— 
The Mexican congress adjourned on 31st March. On 
the 30th an act was passed extending the time to three 
years for the sale or reshipment of goods prohibited 
in article 4, of the Decree of 14th August last. 

A battle was fought near Alamos, in Sonora, be- 
tween a gang of robbers and a company of militia, 
from that place. The militia were cut to pieces and 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDDENT. 

By AND WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE 
Senate. John D. Elliott, collector of the customs 
at Natchez, Mississippi, vice William Gaunt. 

Archibald W. Hyde, to be collector of the eus- 
toms for the district of Vermont, and inspector of the 
revenue for the port of Alburg, in the state of Ver. 
mont, vice Wm. P. Briggs, removed. 

George H. McWhorter, to be collector of the cus- 
toms for the district, and inspector of the revenue 
for the port of Oswego, in the state of N. York, vice 
Thomas H. Bond, removed. 

Thomas Gatewood, to be naval officer for the dis- 
trict of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in the state of Va. 





Consuts. Michael Kennedy, consul for Cayenne, 
in French Guiana. 

Josiah Raymond, consul for Manzanillo, in the is- 
land of Cuba. 

Robert P. De Silver, of Pennsylvania, consul for 
Port Louis, in the Isle of France. 

Thomas W. Waldron, consul for Hong Kong, in 
China. 

Paul S. Forbes, consul for Canton, vice P. W. 
Snow, deceased. 

Thomas G. Peachy, consul for Amoy, in China. 

Richard 8. Belt, consul for Matamoras, in Mexico, 
vice Daniel W. Smith, resigned. 

F. M. Auboyneau, consul for La Rochelle, France. 

Henry J. Brent, consul for Raverna, italy. 
_ Warder Creson, consul for Jerusaiem, in Pales- 
tine. 





Dietomatic. G.L. Thompson, special messenger 
to Mexico, reached Mobile on the 30th ult. and went 
thence to Pensacola. 


China mission. Mr. Cusuina had not arrived.— 


‘The Antelope, the clipper on board which Mr. 


FLetcHer Wessrer took passage, arrived at Hong 


Kong on the 4th of February. 





"Mr. Barrow, late minister of the U. States to Por- 
tugal, lady and servant, arrived at N. York on Tues- 
day in the packet ship Wellington, from Loudon. 





VIOLATION oF OrriciaL Conripence. The Texian 
annexation treaty and documents, notwithstanding 
the oath required of senators in relation to con- 
fidential communications, it appears, found its way 


/some how from the desk of Mr. Senator Tuppan, of 


Ohio, to the desk of the editor of a newspaper pub- 


| lished at New York, with which Mr. Tappan had 
notlong since, and perhaps may still have some connec. 


tion. ‘The senate exceedingly provoked on finding con- 
fidence had somewhere been violated, i:mmediately in- 
stituted a strict and confidential enquiry. The printer 
was exonerated by proving that he had strictly su- 
perintended the printing, seen that only fifty two 
copies ware taken, furnished one to each senator, 
and then had the type distributed. Exch senator 
was then required to produce his eopy und each did 
so except Mr. ‘l'appan, who it appeared had none to 
produce. Summons were immediately despatched 
and the New York editor was brought on to Washing- 
ton to give testimony. The senate were occupied in 
secret session for several days upon the subject.— 
Finnally Mr. Tappan made an apology te the senate, 
and was allowed to keep his seat in that body, though 
by a vote of 39 yeas to 3 nays, it was resolved that 
he was ‘‘guilty of a flagrant violation of the rules of 
the senate, and disregard of authority.” 





Tue American AssociaATION oF GEOLOGISTS AND 
Narvurauists. The annual meeting of this associa- 
tion commenced May 8th atthe Medical College in 
the city of Washington. Professor Locke, of Ohio, 
presided, and delivered a discourse suited to the occa- 
sion; there were present from forty to filty of the 
most eminent geologists and naturalists of the coun- 
try; a large number, considering the limited number 
of those who in our country devote themselves to 
such pursuits. During that and succeeding days, 
the following papers were read. 

Professor S. 8. Haldeman: An examination of 
the recent fresh water mullusca, common to Europe 
and America; with observation on species and their 
distribution. 

Professor E. Hitchcock: Description of the Trap 
Tufa, or voleano grit of the vailey of the Connecticut 
river, with inferences as to the relative age of the 
trap and sandstone. 

Dr. John Locke: On the connexion between 
logy and Magnetism. 

’ Professor W. W. Mather, ‘‘On the of the sede- 
mentary rocks of the United States, and on the causes 
of their elevation above the the level oi the sea.” 


Geos 





hung on trees. 





provisional king was to have been Mr. Turnbull, the 


B. SILLIMAN, Jr. Secretary. 
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Mr. Benron’s speech on the Texian treaty occu- 
pied the senate for three days—the 16th, 18th, and 
90th, and isspoken of asa very able argument. Mr. 
WaLkKER commenced a reply onthe 2lst, and Mr. 
Waicar followed both in support of the treaty. Mr. 
McDorrie next has the floor. 

Mr. CuaTe’s speech, against the treaty, is spoken of as 
a very able one. Mr. Waker briefly replied to it. 

A new aspect was now given to affairs. ‘The treaty, 
probably, was found to be untenable by its friends, some 
of whom assert that it has greatly injured the cause of 
annexation. The claims which it embraces, of thou- 
sands of miles of territory beyond what the U. States 
ever alleged the province of ‘Texas to have extended to, 
when we claimed it,—and including several of the pro- 
vinces which we now fully recognise as now in posses- 
sion of and constituting partof Mexico, (Santa Fe, 
itself and other large settlements, qetng in them,) renders 
the idea of the treaty being ratified by a U. States _se- 
nate, rather hopeless. Quitting that ground, therefore, 
Mr. McDurrte, in the senate, on Thursday, announced 
his intention to offer a joint resolution for the re-anneza- 
tiorof Texas to the United States. It is understood that 
Mr. C. J. Incersoun, chairman of the committee on fo- 
reign relations, will offer a similar resolution in the house, 
so soon as he ean obtain the floor, for which he made 
an unsuccessful effort on Thursday, before the house ad- 


journed. 





MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TYLER TO THE U. S. SE- 

NATE, RELATIVE TO THE MESSENGER TO MEXICO. 
To the senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resolution of the senate of the 
13th instant, requesting to be informed ‘whether a 
messenger has been sent to Mexico with a view to 
obtain her consent to the treaty with Texas, and, if 
so, to communicate to the senate a copy of the des- 
patches of which he isa bearer, and a copy of the 
instructions given to said messenger; and also to in- 
form the senate within what time said messenger is 
expected to return: I lave to say, that no mes- 
senger has been sent to Mexico in order to obtain 
her consent to the treaty with Texas, it not being re- 
garded by the executive as in any degree requisite to 
obtain such consent in order (should the senate 
ratify the treaty) to perfect the title of the United 
States to the territory thus acquired—the title tothe 
same being full and perfect without the assent of any 
third power. The executive has negotiated with 
Texas as an independent power of the world, long 
since recognised as such by the U. States and other 
powers, and as subordinate in all her rights of full 
sovereignty to no other power. A messenger has 
been despatched to our minister at Mexico, as bearer 
of the despatch already communicated to the senate, 
and which is to be found in the letter addressed to 
Mr. Green, and forms a part of the documents or- 
dered confidentially to be printed for the use of the 
senate. That despatch was dictated by a desire to 
preserve the peace of the two countries, by denying 
to Mexico all pretext for assuming a belligerent at- 
titude to the United States, as she had threatened to 
doin the event of the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, by the despatch of her government 
which was communicated by me to congress at the 
opening of its presentsession. The messenger is ex- 
pected to return before the 15th of June next, but 
he may be detained toa laterday. The recently ap- 
pointed envoy from the United States to Mexico will 
be sent so soon as the final action is had on the ques- 
tion of annexation, at which time, and not before, 
can his instructions be understandingly prepared. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, May 15, 1844. 

Anotner Message from President Tyler to the 
scnate, enclosing to them the following. 

Department of State, Washington May 2, 1844. 
To the president of the United States. 

Sir: ‘The secretary of state, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the senate of the 29th of last month 
requesting the president to communicate to that body 
a copy of the answer of the secretary of state to the 
letter of the Texian charge d’affairs of the 14th of 
December, 1842; of the letter of Mr. Murphy of July 
8th, 1843; and of the communication of the Texian 
charge referred to in Mr. Upshur’s letter of January 
16th ultimo, showing that the proposition of this gov- 
ernment for the annexation of ‘l’exas had _ been for 
the present declined by the government of Texas, has 
the honor to lay before the president a copy of the 
two first-mentioned papers, and of others connected 
with them. 

There isnot on the files of this department any 
communication from the charge d’affaires of Texas 
showing that the proposition of this government for 
the annexation of that country to the United States 
was temporarily declined, nor any thing to show that 
such communication was ever made, in writing, to 
the late Mr. Upshur. All which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. oy J.C. CALHOUN. 
esi National Intelligencer of the 22d, referring to 

ocuments accompanying the president’s message 





with the Texan treaty, says: ‘“The most material 
points disclosed by those papers are— ’ 

First. That there is no written evidence in the de- 
partment of state of the important fact stated in Mr. 
Upshur’s letter of January 16th, 1844, that the pro- 
position of this government for the annexation of 
Texas had been for the present declined by the go- 
vernment of Texas. We thus learn that one, at least, 
of the most important communications between this 
government and Texas was not made in writing.— 
There are other communications, no doubt, of equal 
importance, of which no record has been preserved. 
We have seen among the documents, for example, no 
written or printed account of the agreement or un- 
derstanding between the two presidents as to the em- 
ployment ef our land and naval forces, the com- 
mander of the former of which is instructed to put 
himself, as promptly as_ practicable, in communica- 
tion with the president of Texas. There must have 
been some such agreement or understanding; or how 
could the president of Texas know for what purpose 
the commander of the forces of the United States 
had put himself in communication with him? 

Secondly. That ourgovernment was well aware, 
when it volunteered its proposition to Texas to be 
annexed to the United States, that the government 





of Mexico “did not regard Texas as an independent 
power, but as a rebellious province,” and would act 
accordingly in its relations with Texas. 

There is yet another document on this subject, in 


——. 


regiment of infantry, then at Jefferson Barracks, to 
proceed to Fort Jessup, and says that it ‘‘manifests a 
readiness on the part of the U. S.government to com- 
ply with what are understood to be obligations re- 
cently entered into with this country.” 

Tue Cuocraw Inpians. We have dates from the 
nation to the 24th ultimo. The Indian academy, to 
which we some time ago alluded, has gone into ope- 
ration, and now numbers fifty pupils; fifty more are 
expected by May. There is strong spirit of rivalry 
among the youth. Commissioners are busy in taking 
the census of the territory. It is anticipated that, 
exclusive of whites and negroes, the Indian popula- 
tion will exceed two thousand souls. Great prepare 
ations are making for cropping. A larger quantity 
of cotton will be raised the ensuing season than in 
any previous year. Doaktown is one of the principal 
towns of the Choctaw nation. It contains a church, 
two taverns, eight stores with heavy stocks of goods, 
bakeries and tailors, saddlers, carpenters, wheel- 
wrights, and blacksmith shops, &c. ranged in order 
upon streets. [Jackson Reformer. 


ee 


Tue Dest or Firormwa. The London Times says: 
“Among the repudiators of the United States, it is 
well known that the citizens of Florida occupy an 
unenviable eminence. Like the Mississippi, Florida 
does not merely profess inability to pay, nor neglect 
to collect taxes, but openly and without equivocation 
‘‘repudiates.” Some remarks have lately been made 


answer to a call of the senate, which was on Satur-! on the debt of Florida, which are well worth consi- 


day last ordered to be printed, but which has not yet 
been brought within our reach. When it is we will) 
publish it.” 





Arrams with Texas ann Mexico. The posi-| 
tion of affairs renders every movement in this direc- | 
tion interesting. Our latest Galveston dates are to, 
the 11th inst.,on which day the U. S. steamer Poin. | 
sett, touched there for fuel, on her way to Vera 
Cruz, with Mr. Tompson, the confidential agent of | 
the department of state to the government of Mexi- 
co, on board, to sail on the 12th. The Galveston 
Civilian furnishes the following information relative 
to this special mission: 

‘*{tis stated that Mr. Thompson, who has gone to 
Mexico upon the steamer Poinsett, is charged with 
important negotiations from the United States. Two 
millions of the indemnity due and acknowledged to 
the United States remain unpaid, while four millions 
more of claims, the justice of which is said tobe 
undoubted, remain unadjusted, for the payment of 
allof which, in some way, the American govern-| 
ment is said to be unwilling Jonger to wait,as jus- 
tice to her citizens haslong since demanded that| 
they should be satisfied. It is reported that the U.| 
States government is no longer willing to admit the | 
claim of Mexico to Texas, yet a very liberal allow-| 
ance (to be paid by the assumption on the part of the 


| United States of debts due her citizens from Mexico) 


would be made for the relinquishment, by Mexico, 
of her title to the territory in dispute between her 
and Texas, including all ever claimed by this go | 
vernment.”’ 
ed al | 
The U. S.schooner Fiirt was at Galveston. The’ 
U.S. frigate Potomac, Commodore Conner, was olf 
there on the 10th, and sentone of his launches in. | 
The Texas papers have been so much better in- 


deration. Florida, it will be remembered, is nota 
a state, but a territory, and therefore, instead of being 


| governed by its own legislature, is under the imme- 


diate control of the federal government. ‘This being 
the case, it is argued that a debt contracted by Florida 
implies a sanction on the part of the federal govern- 
ment, and therefore that the latter is affected by the 
stain of repudiation, and is, it were, a party to the 
fraud. Whether or not this 1s really the case accord- 
ing to American law, we will not undertake to say, 
but there is certainly sufficient plausibility in the ar- 
gument to entitle it to altention. Nothing is more 
difficult than to come to a correct decision as to the 


validity or non-validity, under the constitution, of 
the obligations contracted by the members of the 


United States. Of this, the lengthened arguments as 
to whether a state (not only a territory) can legally 
issue bonds, aré a suilicient proof.” 





Mexican InpeMnity. he revenue schooner 
Woodbury has been ordered to Vera Cruz to receive 
the fourth instalment of the Mexican indemnity. 





Russian REstTriction. The governor of the Ame- 
rican possessions, has issued an order prohibiting 
American whalers from cruising and fishing in the 
waters of the Russian territories. All persons vio- 
lating this injunction will be held ‘responsible for 
violating the sanctioned treaty concluded between 
Russia and the United States government, as well as 
between the governments of Russia and Great Bri- 
tain.” 





Tur Uprer Creek Inpians. We have just learn- 
ed from a gentleman from the Creek Nation that O- 
poth-le-ho-lo’s towns are making rapid strides in im- 
provement. They have commenced spinning and 





formed asto the progress of annexation than our, Weaving, and many of the families are entirely clad 
journals, that we now look in that direction for news. | 1" home-made cloths. They have expended a_por- 
The Galveston Civilian of the Ist says: “Our minis-, “on of their annuities in establishing two additional 
ters are notsanguine of the ratification of the senate, | blacksmith shops, and for the purchase of iron and 
though President ‘Tyler and Mr. Calhoun appear to, Steel. 
be so!” It then goes on with statements which cor-! We hope soon to Jearn thatthe lower towns are 
roborate the suspicions entertained that the recent following the example of their brethren in the upper 
naval and military movements towards Texas, di-; towns. We hardly believe that our old friend Roltey 
rected by President Tyler, were in fulfilment of con- | will permit his people to remain behind the Tucka- 
ditions required by ‘Texas before she would consent | batchies. The Creek agent has been instructed by 
to negotiate for annexation. They add: |the government to establish four additional school- 
“The United States government, we understand, | houses. A favorable sign for our Muscogee friends. 
at length, though reluctantly, complied with all the! | Van Buren (4rkansas) Intelligencer. 
conditions required by that of Texas, preliminary to| The Creek Indians are raising rice of the best 
entering into negotiations for annexation. ‘The head quality in Arkansas. The editor of the Van Buren 
quarters of Gen. Gaines are to be made at Fort Jes- Intelligencer says that there ere long. rice enough not 
sup, on the frontier of Texas, where three regiments | OMly for home consumption, but for exportation, will 
of infantry and the 2d regiment of dragoons are to, be raised in Arkansas. 
be stationed, and the remaining disposable force un- 
der his command is to be distributed at various| Tue Pustic Lanps. We learn, says the Phila- 
points along the line, while a fleet of ten sail is to| delphia Inquirer, from an official source, that the 
occupy the Gulf; and notice is to be given to Mexico sales of the public lands, during the last calender 
that any demonstration against -Texas, during the| year, amounted to 1,639,674 acres, and produced 
pendency of negotiations, will be considered as| more than $2,000,000, exceeding the proceeds of 
against the United States, and treated accordingly.| sales for the previous year, by more than $600,000. 
This isvery pleasant while it last, as the Scotchman| The commussioner, under date of December 14, 
said when midway on his fall from the fourteen story | 1843, says: 
house; but how long is it to last, and what isto be! ‘There have been surveyed, since my last annual 
the result, we are not prepared to predict.” | report, upwards of four millions and a half of acres, 
The Civilian published a copy of the commander-| exclusive of private land claims, and some resur- 
in-chief’s order, dated April llth, directing the 3d' veys where the field notes were lost or destroyed by 
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fire. Inthe south and southwest the surveys are 
extending to the farthest point, and in the northwest 
are progressing with the extinguishment of Indian 
title. These will, of course, form the basis of the 
sales for the year 1844. On the establishment of the 
boundary line between this country and Texas, un- 
der the convention of 25th April, 1838, it was as- 
certained that some of our surveys and sales were 
within the Texian territory; and. orders have been 
given to the surveyor general of Louisiana to correct 
his surveys, so as to Jimit them to the true boun- 
dary, and make due returns thereof to this office, so 
that proper measures may be taken to refund the 
purchase money in all cases of sales thus erroneously 
made.” 

American Prisoners iy Van Dieman’s Lann.— 
At the instance of Mr. Everett, our minister at Lon- 
don, the British government has pardoned ten of the 
American citizens sentenced, with many others, to 
transportation, for having participated in the politi- 
cal disturbances in Canada in the year 1838. Orders 


The narrative of the exploring expedition, is ready for 
the press, and the work is delayed for the want of il- 
lustrations in the hands of the engravers. Three 

uarto volumes, it is probable, will be issued by the 
rst of July next. A cheap edition of the narrative 
will be issued soon afterwards. 

Nava. Asytum. The navy department having de- 
cided that the governor of the asylum at Philadelphia 
shall be a postcaptain, Commander McKean has 
been relieved, and commodore Morgan, has been as- 
signed to the station. 








POLITICAL—PRESIDENTIAL. 





The importance of the documents and articles in re- 
lation to the treaty of annexation has crowded out of 
our columns a number of articles which were laid by 
for insertion, as well as the residue of the description of 
the whig ratification procession at Baltimore,—and an 
account of an imposing mass meeting of the “demo- 
crats” held in Monument Square, Baltimore city, on the 
evening of the 13th inst. - 

‘T'wo national presidential conventions,—the “derno- 





have accordingly been despaiched for the liberation 
on the usual condition of good behaviour during their 
residence there: of Hiram Sharp, John Gillman, Ira 
Polly, Orin W. Smith, Bemis Woodbury, George 
T. Brown, Daniel Liskum, Robert Q. Collins, John 
Thomas, and Edward A. Wilson. 

Inn1an War. A letter received at Independence, 
Missouri, from the mountains, states that at various 
times during the past winter, the Sioux Indians made 
inroads upon the Pawnee Indians—killing in their 
encounters eighty of the Pawnees, taking two of 
them prisoners, and destroying one hundred lodges. 
Only three of of thé Sioux Indians were killed. 


ARMY. 


Fort Wiiaiws. The new fort at Copper Harbour; 
Lake Superior, is so called, in complement to the 
secretary of war. Troops for its occupation left 
Detroit on the 11th inst. composed of companies A. 
and B. of the 5th infantry, 100 strong, Capt. Cleary, 
commanding; Ist lieutenants Ruggles and Stevenson; 
Od Lt.. Geisse; Brooken, and Howe, and assistant 
Surgeon Isaacs, accompanied by generals Brady and 
Brooke and staff. 

Monument to Surgeon general Lovell. The medi- 
cal officers of the U. S. Army have caused to be 
erected in the congressional burying ground, Washing- 
ton,a monument of massive dimensions and great 
beauty, in memory of the late surgeon general of the 
army, Josepu Love.t. 





NAVY. 

Gun carriage. An official trial was made last 
week at Norfolk, of the gun carriage invented by 
Lieut. Van Brent, of the U. S. navy, which proved 
highly satisfactory. 

The president has reinstated Lieut. Breshw ood, of 
the revenue service. 

The Viacinnes, U. S. ship, Cap. Buchanan, sailed 
from Havana on the 5th inst., arrived at Pensacola 
on the LUth and sailed the next morning for Vera 
Cruz. 

The U. 8. brig Somers, Lieut. Com’t Brent, ar- 
rived at Pensacola on the ]1th instant from Havana, 
having it is stated, been in persuit ef the Vincennes, 
with orders from the depaitment, on receiving of 
which the latter sailed immediately as above. 

The U. 8. brig Porpoise, Lieut. Com. Thomas T. 
Craven, was at Cape Palmas on the 29th January last. 
Officers and crew all well. 

The U.S. frigate United States, Capt. ARmsTRona, 
during her cruise inthe Pacific from the 9th of Jan- 
uary 1842, to the 15th of December, 1843, visited 19 
ports, was at sea 420 days, in port 280 days, and sailed 
60,170 miles. 

The Raritan U.S. frigate. A letter from a gentle- 
man on board, dated atsea, within a few days saii of 
Rio, states that the frigate is a noble vessel and a fast 
sailer, for seven days i succession she averaged 240 
miles a day, and one day the distance was 272 miles. 

The New York True Sun says, the United States 
ship Constitution is ready for sea, and 1s awaiting 
the arriva! of Mr. Wise to proceed to Brazil. 

The U. 8. steamer Union, Lieut. Comm. Be t, left 
Norfolk on the Sth inst. fora cruise in the gulf of 
Mexico. 

The U. S.ship Decatur, captain Abbot, sailed 
from Cape Palmas, for windward, on the 14th of 
March; the U.S. brig Porpoise was at Fish Town 
on the 18th, surveying the reefs at that place. The 
crews of both vesselss were generally healthy. No 
cases of fever in either vessel. 

The U. S. brig Perry, commander Titton, from 
Rio de Janerio, was at Cape Town, cape of Good 
Jivpe . vdare h 2U. 

ine U.S. frigate Consieliaiion, has been towed up 
to the Potsmouth navy yard. 





cratic,” —and the Tyler conventions, are to convene in 
ithe city of Baltimore on Monday next, the 27th inst. 

A Maryland gubernatorial “democratic” convention, to 
| nominate a candidate for governor, isto assemble at this 
' city also on the same day. , 

Our next number will no doubt contain an account of 
their nominations for candidates for president and vice 
president. 

The whig papers throughout the Union, are now 
crowding their columns with accounts of the proceed- 
ings and resolutions of their local whig meetings, and 
resolutions adopted in all directions, approving as with 
one voice, the nominations for president and vice presi- 
dent made by the whig national convention at Balt- 
more on the Ist inst. 

Col. Ricuarp M. Jounson, whose letter on annexation 
we were looking out for, made his personal appearance 
at the seatof government on Saturday evening last,— 
where he now is, ready to answer for himself. 

Steamboat nomination. ‘The Nauvoo Neighbor of the 
Sth, asserts, that the whole matter is already settled with 
Clay, Tyler, Van Buren, and allthe rest; the-perambu- 
lations of the former inthe south,—the “immediate an- 
nexation” project of Tyler,—the “sober second thought” 
of Van, are allin vain. ‘General Joseph Smith, the ac- 
knowledged modern prophet, has got them al] in the 
rear, and, from the common mode of testing the snecess | 
of candidates for the presidency, to wit—by steamboat | 
elections—he, Smith, will beat all the other aspirants to} 
that office, two to one. We learn from the polls of the | 
steamboat Osprey, on her ast Yip to this city, that the 
votes stood for rt 

Gen. J. Smith, 29 gentlemen and 5 ladies. 

Henry Clay, 16 do 4 do. 

M. V. Buren, 7 do 0 do.” 

S. W. Downs, esq., of New Orleans, one of the dele- 
gates from the state of Louisiana at large to the Van 
Buren convention, to be held in this city on the 29th in- 
stant, and also a regularly nominated candidate for | 
elector of president and vice president, has resigned 
these two tyusts. He says, in a letter in answer to an 
invitation to attend a meeting in favor of annexation and 
Mr. Calhoun, “I think that the letter of Mr. Van Buren 
(on the subject of annexation) has virtually dissolved 
the democratic organization for the next presidential 
election in this state, and all the south, and that though 
rather late, we must commence anew.” 

Gen. Plauche, another of the Van Buren electors of 
Louisiana, stated at the ‘Texas meeting in N. Orleans, 
that if Mr. Van Buren was the candidate of the party 
he could not and would not serve. 

The New Orleans Herald has hauled down the name 
of Mr. Van Buren from the head of its columns, and 
hoisted the name of Mr. Calhoun, “subject to no con- 
vention, but the voice of the people and his own wish- 
es.” ‘The Herald says—‘Our banner is the strict prin- 
ciples of democracy and immediate re-annexation of 
Texas.” 

“An old Jackson democrat,” writing in the New Or- 
leans Courier, charges the annexation meetings of 
Charleston and that city, as the resultof a conspiracy} 
between some whigs, money-brokers, and a few demu- 
crata, “‘to create confusion in the democracy!” He im- 
plores the true democracy to keep away from the meet- 
ings, and leave them to the ‘‘owners of Texas land, and 
the holders of Texas money.” He declares that Mr. 
Van Buren will be unanimously chosen by the Balti- 
more Convention; that if the democrats are true to 
themselves, he will be elected, “and then the annexa- 
tion of Texas will be no longer doubtful.””. ‘The Courier 
says “well done! old man.” 

A Washington correspondent of the N. Y. Aurora 
denies that Mr. Calhoun will in any case be a candi- 
date for the presidential nomination against Mr. ‘Tyler. 
He adds—Mr. Calhcun is an open and avowed support- 
er of John Tyler for the next presidency. The Aurora 
;s a ‘Tyler paper. 
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THE TEXAS TREATY, 
THE TEXAS NEGOTIATION AND ANDREWS THE ABOLI- 
TIONIST. 
From the N. Orleans Bee of the 8th. 
In the correspondence, accumpanying the treaty 
of annexation, the name of one Andrews cuts a 











ment is magnified in a manner quite unexpected by 
him, and the consequence which now attaches to him 
willbe held in grateful remembrance as the con- 
summation of his proudest hopes, which a year ago 
scarcely ventured beyond a respectable standing 
with the abolitionists of England. .This fellow 
passed through New Orleans in April 1843. He had 
just been driven away from Texas, in consequence of 
attempting to address the people of Galveston upon 
the propriety of conciliating the protection of England, 
by adopting a system of gradual emancipation. His 
object, from late developements, seems to have been 
to acquire a notoriety that would be a passport to the 
good opinion of the fanatics of Europe, whither he 
was going—having no other recommendation to the 
esteem of his fellow men. He reached this city be- 
fore the intelligence of his own manceuvres arrived, 
and was the first to give information of a projected 
scheme to procure the abolition of slavery in Tex- 
as, through the instrumentality of the London So- 
ciety. He was in this office and detailed tous the 
plan of operations by which the Texans were to be 
brought into the snare, and the inducements that had 
been preached to them to make them favorable to 
the movement. He represented to us that the mea- 
sure waslooked upon very favorably by the large 
land holders, who were made to believe that the in- 
stitution of slavery had kept back emigration, and 
that if it were abolished the country would be spee- 
dily settled and the lands vastly enhanced in value. 
He avowed himself as opposed to the measure and 
professed to be animated by a desire to put the peo- 
ple of this country on their guard, in making the 
disclosures he had done. 


This project we made the basis of an editorial, in 
which we endeavored to show the deceitfulness of 
the relief promised, and the flagrant outrage such a 
speculation would be upon the people of the south, 
who had assisted in achieving ‘Texan independence, 
and who had, on all occasions, aided her with troops 
and military stores,when her exigencies required 
them. 


It was represented at the time, that President 
Houston was favorable to the scheme. The papers 
of the Republic had just begun to speak of the mat- 
ter—nearly all of them with a becoming spirit of in- 
dignation at such a proposal. An editorial article 
in the Civilian, upon the interference of the British 
government in the Buenos Ayrean blockade, and 
subsequently putting astop to the Montevidian war 
upon the condition (a3 was understood) that those 
states abolished slavery, was relied upon by An- 
drews as evincing the disposition of the Texan pre- 
sident on the subject. 


Shortly after the publication of our comments 
upon Andrews’ disclosures, we received letters from 
gentlemen of the first respectability and intelligence 
in Texas, informing us of Andrews’ movements, 
from which we learned, for the first time, that An- 
drews himself was the originator of the treason and 
that he had been driven from Texas in consequence 
of it. These letiers gave us to understand that the 
people of Texas were entirely free from the conspi- 
racy imputed to them, and, although written for the 
most part by President Houston’s personal and poli- 
tical enemies, entirely acquited him of any partici- 
pation in the plot. 

Upon the receipt of this information, we caused 
Andrews to be diligently sought after as a dangerous 
person; but he had left thecity. The papers from 
Texas, thatreached here with our letters, spoke of 
the scheme with due severity, and mentioned the 
nathe of Andrews as being implicated in it, which 
they had not done before. ‘The project was gene- 
rally denounced and soon after forgotten. 


The double-faced scoundrel, however, had accom- 
plished his object. The northern papers comment- 
ed upon the contents of the Texan journals, doubt- 
less at his instance, and he thereby became sufficient- 
ly notorious to visit Europe. ‘The comments of the 
American press were a substitute for letters of in- 
troduction, and there were quite enough of them to 
form an imposing recommendation. 


The moving cause of the negotiation that resulted 
Nin the treaty of annexation, is apparently the opera- 
tions of this Andrews in London. Mr. Upshur on 
the 8th of August, 1843, opens the correspondence 
as follows: 


Departinent of state, Washington, Aug. 8, 1843. 

Sir: A private letter from a citizen of Maryland, 
then in Lordon, contains the following passage: 

‘‘] Jearn from a source entitled to the fullest con- 
fidence, that there is now here a Mr. Andrews, de- 
puted by the abolitionists of Texas,to negotiate 
with the British government. That he has seen 
Lord Aberdeen, and submitted his project for the 
abolition of slavery in Texas, which is, that there 





conspicuous figure. Tbe importance of this docu- 





shall be organized a company in England, who shall 
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advance a sur sufficient t6 pay fo the slaves now 
in Texas, and receive in payment Texas lands; that 
the sum tints advanced shall be paid over as an in- 
demnity for the abolition of slavery; and I am au- 
thorised by the Texan minister to say to you, that 
Lord Aberdeen has agreed that the British govern- 
ment will guaranty the payment of the interest on 
this loan, upon condition that the Texan government 
will abolish slavery.” 

Andrews was m New Orleans on the 2st day of 
April, to our certain knowledge. He must have 
gone to Europe, matured his system of action, ob- 
tained the patronage of the British government and 
with incredible expedition, as three months and a half 
after he was here, an elaborate state paper is pre- 
pared by Mr. Upshur upon a report of his proceed- 
ings in London. 

With the solemn declaration of the British govern- 
ment that the information relied upon by Mr. Up- 
shur was false, and with good reason to suspect that 
the authority claimed from the Texan minister for 
confirmation of the report, to have been assumed 
without grounds, the president must have persevered 
in the negotiation from a purely selfish and sinister 
impulse. Nothing short of an ambition reckless of 


religion, institutions, and, in fact, their identity as a 
branch of the human family. Nor shall I urge the 
material interests involyed in the measure, by the 
free intercourse it would establish between the vari- 
eus sections of a vast country, mutually dependent 
upon, and supplying one another. These considera- 
tions are so obvious, that they need no elucidation 
from me. 

But ina military point of view, annexation strikes 
me as still more important, and my mind has been 
the more forcibly impressed with this idea from rea- 
ding the able letter of General Jackson upon this 
subject, which has just come under my observation. 
With the intuitive sagacity which makes part of the 
character of that great man and pure patriot, he has 
foreseen the use which a European enemy might 
make of Texas in the event of a war with the Uni- 
ted States. A lodgment in that country would lay 
open our whole south-western border to his devasta- 
tions. We could establish no fortress nor occupy 
any favorable position; for the immense frontier may | 
—in a vast many places—be crossed as readily as 4 











man passes from one part of his farm to another.— 
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1819, a measure indispeusable to our security against 
foreign aggression in that quarter, the extension of 
the domestic commercial exchanges of our country, 
and the securing the blessings of republican govern- 
ment toa people allied to us in blood and political 
sympathy;—and that we shall hail the day when her 
now solitary star shall blend in harmonious order 
ang constellation that blazes on the American 
ag. 
This resolution in common with the others, the Re’ 
publican informs us, was adopted “by acclamation.” 
Notwithstanding this acclamation, [ venture tosay 
the sentiment is not the sentiment of our state. 
Maryland has very strong reason to oppose the an- 
nexation. We have been sufficiently drained of va- 
luable portions of our popuiation already, by the 
opening of new states, to teach us the duty of resist- 
ing this effort to incorporate Texas with the Union. 
Up to the present day, however, we have felt, in 
the wonderful growth and prosperity of the west, 
and in the strength and grandeur which that region 
has given to our republic, too many incentives to 
patriotic pride not to acknowledge that it would be 


The advantages an active enemy would enjoy under | selfish in “the old thirteen” to complain of that glo- 
such circumstances, il requires no sagacity to fore-| rious march of civilization which began and moved 








“no marked geographical feature to divide them, and 
with navigable stream 


the peace and well being of the country would have 
precipitated the administration upon so bungling a 
correspondence, predicted upon representations and 
assurances which the department had good grounds | 
for supposing to be without foundation—or at least! 
such as the government had no means of proving. 

The anxiety of the executive to bring forward the | 
measure, in time for the Baltimore convention, over- | 
looked the proofs necessary to fortify his position, | 
and the people of the United States are thrown by) 
the ears, through the instrumentality of a scamp| 
who was not good enough even for Texas. What. 
weight will the statements of Mr. Upshur’s anony-| 
mous correspondent have with the civilized world, | 
when brought into collision with repeated assevera- | 
tions of the British cabinet—officially promulgated 
and solemnly reiterated? The administration must 
have fallen into the infatuation of believing that the | 
private intention of one of its travelling proteges is | 
good against the world and needs no other support 
than the credulity of the president who has an inte- 
rest in believing it. 

Mr. Calhoun attempts to base the treaty upon the | 
avowal of the British minister of a desire upon the! 
partof his government to see slavery abolished | 
wherever it exists, and a determination to aid inthat 
object by all proper and legitimate means. This. 
would indeed piace the negotiations upon less equivo- | 
cal grounds; but it must be borne in mind that this| 
avowal was made after the matter was taken in 
hand. It was a God-sendto Mr. Calhoun, and may | 
relieve him from the opprobrium of the correspon- 
dence preceding his junction with the cabinet. But 
itcan no more extenuate the guilty motives of the! 
executive than it can blot out the disreputable pre- | 
varieations that were resorted to, to coax the con: | 








sent of ‘Texas to the treaty. 
rman: line a se ° : Pee hg: ' ss 
This Andrews, no doubt, palmed himself upoa) ting them loose upon our southern states, than is af- 
Mr. Upshur’s anonymous correspondentas a wonder- | 


ful person. ‘The probabilities are that there was no 
foundation for the disclosures to the secretary of 


State than the averments of a Texian refugee, who' 
amused himself by blazoning his own consequence | 


to the awe stcuck letier-writer of the cabinet. It 
will bea stigma upon the character and intelligence 
of the people, if they suffer the. country to be con- 
vulsed Sy so shallo W adevice. They would earna 
reputation for folly and infatuation, if they permit 


themselves to be distr cted onsuch flimsy pretence. | 


It would be an invitat.'on to future executives to 
brandish the torch of dis cord, whenever. it is found 
necessary to translate pub:.'¢ disgust into public ex- 
citement. ft would be a me,'ancholy spectacle to see 


a nation, boastful of its grea tness and proud of its! 


liberties, phrenzied by an ebul),'tion of selfish ambi- 
tion. There will be atime whe,? this matter will 
meet the calm judgment of the nat, 9D, but no one is 
a greater enemy to annexation than he who relies 
upon the published documents accompan "ing the trea- 
“ty, to make it acceptable to the American people. 


LETTER FROM GENERAL CAS3, ON ANNEXATION: 


; Detroit: May 10, 184,'. | 
Dear Sir: In answer to your inquiry, whether I 


|party. This is Frazer’s Magazine; and a more nefa-| we have acquired, and in turning to its ap 


tell. forth from our borders. But, surely, we may be con- 
These considerations recall to my memory an ar-) tent now with the limits of our present confederacy, 
ticle which made its appearance just before I left| and be excused for desiring to pause in the career of 
Europe, in a teading tory periodical in England, which | territorial acquisition. The next half century may 
is understood to speak the sentiments of a powerfut) find useful occupation in filling up the syace which 
propriate - 
rious article never issued from a profligate press. It} uses that vast domain which we have laaioff for fu- 
ought to be stereotyped and circulated from one end | ture settlement and habitation. 
of our country to the other, to show the designs which| Maryland has paid her full tribute to this great 
are in agitation against us, and to teach us that our|enterprise. ‘To say nothing of her gallant effusion 
safety in that mighty contest whieh is coming upon! of blood and treasure in the war of the revolution, 
us, is in a knowledge of our danger, and in a determi-| by which this imperial domain was won from the 
nation, by union, and by a wise forecast, to meet it| British crown; nothing of her cheerful acquiescence 
and defeat it. The spirit of this article is sufficient-| in the allotment of large sections of that domain to 
ly indicated by its title, which was, ‘ta war with the | the local benefit and special use of the western states, 
United States a blessing to mankind.” I cannot re-| and her own utter exclusion from all share or lot in 





‘fer to it at this moment, but must speak of it from) that rich posseston, she has lost incalculably more 


recollection. I have often been surprised it has not} than any division of that domain might reimburse, in 

attracted more attention in our country. Its object the diminution of her resources by the constant flow 

was to provoke a war with the United States, and lay | of her people and wealth beyond the Alleghany.— 
down the plan of a campaign, which would sooner| Much of our best soil untilked, many mines unex- 
bring it to a fortunate conclusion with Englaad.—| plored, many excellent farms abandoned, the whole 

The basis of this plan was the organization of the| of our landed property depreciated in value, some of 
necessary black force in the West India Islands, and | our counties not only become stationary, but actual- 
its debarkation upon our southern coast. The con-| ly retrogade in population, taxation increased and 
sequeices which our enemies fondly hoped for, in| the capacity to bear it diminished—these are some 
such a case, but with an entire ignorance of the true | of the evidences of our sacrifices in favor of the 
state of the country, were foretold with a rare union! new territories of the Union; sacrifices which we 
of philanthropy and hatred. I wish I had the num-/| have borne without repining from the affectionate 
ber at hand, to cull some choice passages for your re-| interest we have taken in the success of the young 
flection. The result was to be the destruction of the states. The vigor of these states, we have painful- 
southern states, the ruin or depression of the others, | ly felt, is drawn in part from the life blood of the 
and the dissolution of this great and glorious confed-| parent stock. I think we may be approved and second- 
eracy, on which the last hopes of freedom through! ed now for desiring to sce some concentration, some 
the world now rest. | consolidation, at least, of the present elements of 

What more favorable position could be taken for | this Union, before we set out anew in quest of more 
the occupation of English black troops, and for let- | ¢Xtensive acquisitions, ; 

These considerations apart from many graver ob- 
forded by Texas? Incapable of resisting in the event | jections, would disincline me to logk with favor up- 
of a war between us and England, she would be ta-| on the incorporation of Texas, wath this Union. But 

_ken possession of by the latter, under one or another | there are many graver objections. sd 

of those pretences, which every page of her history} The present attempt is distinguished by incidents 

furnishes, and the territory would become the depot | which ought to rise against it the revolt of every ho- 
whence she would carry on her operations against us, | norable mind, [t has begun in a humiliating intrigue, 

‘and attempt to add a servile war to the other calam-| on the part of our government, to persuade Texas to 

‘ities which hostilities bring with them. He who| permit if not to solicit this alliance, and the people 

doubts whether this would be done, has yet to learn of that country have, there is good reason to believe, 

| another trait in the annals of national antipathy. It] only been reconciled to this act of condescension by 
would be done, and be called philanthropy. s¥stematic misrepresentation of the state of opin” 

Every day satisfies me more and more, that a ma-| Here, by alternate threat and entreatv ~ 
| jority of the American people are in favor of annex-| lure of exorbitant profit to be *~ 

lation. Were they not—the measure ought not to be | Amongst these misrery 


2 
. : i. ~vulerred by Oo 
effected. But as they are—the sooner it is effected | has proved §0 ~ ' 


«8entations w be acts 
. 4 | ‘% aot i 3 M as that 
‘the better. I do not touch the details of the negoti-| thirds of the senars ou false, importie th: Pies. 
tation. That must be left to the responsibility of the) fo. thé’ measure and ; bbe favdeabho 
zovernment; as, also, must the bearing of the ques-| might r¢fer to many aa " 
tioa upon, any its reception by, other countries.—| will be very soon rit 
These are points I dono. ere enter into. I "7 
dear sir, with much regard, truly you, ora) 
: LEW. Can. 
Hon. E. A. Hannegan, Washington, D. C. 
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honorable, If not a downright a2 Nevttll more dis- 
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LETTER OF THE HON, JOHN P. KENNEDY To positive act of war altogether 1: ns; & 





“am favorable to the immediate annexation of Texas 
to the United States, L reply that I am. As you de. 
mand my opinion only of this measure, and briefly 
the reasons which influence me, I shall confine my- 
self to these points. 

Fshall not dwell upon the policy of uniting coter- 
minous countries, situated like ours and Texas, with 


S penetrating the territories of 
nor upon the common origin of the people who 
it them; upon their common language, manners, 


both; 
dnhab 





A CITIZEN | and magnanimous people. It Marans ut of a just 

domineering over one suppused to tag eR gar 
prowess, a trespass upon the feebleness of igi ln 
sary which would not be attem ted azai an adver- 
had the power to resist ys. f Sainst one who 


nothing could be more n this point of view 
meeting on Monday sibilley ead Rion Amo enant to the proud sen. 
mselves the democra-| It will be s te 


One of the resolutions relate; . 
this subject: BO teigte) te rage, 


“Th : ES re ; There is fraud oad ‘ 
Text 0 ae Wonei ae the re-annexation of} is used to beohiamend thn a the very artifice which 
} ' : 2 nited States, of which it was right- Why is it called the ed messure to the country.— 
uby & portion previous to the improvident cession of | term is employed to induce an oplal t" xt the Ue 

' 1u10N that the tey- 


‘i OF BALTIMORE. 
ouse of representatives, May 15, 1844 

Dear Sir: You are right in supposing that I am 
not inclined to favor the proposition forthe annexa- 


tion of Texas. | have just seen th : 
j e reso! S 
which were adopted by the remeae 


evening, of those who call the 
cy of Baltimore. 








and by the 
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ritory equitably belongs te us now. Jn the ethics of 
those who make this claim we are to understand 
that whenever the United States has a contest for 
boundary with a neighbor, and that boundary, after 
debate, is solemnly settled by treaty, the treaty may 
be set aside at pleasure, if it has settled the ques- 
tion in dispute by the relinquishment of any original 
pretension. 

In short, that this nation can neVer abate, forego, 
or abandon a particle of any claim it may set up, no 
matter how extravagant, how much, or how reason- 
ably contesied: that we may take all equivalents giv- 
en in a treaty, and resume, when convenient, ail that 
we have parted with. The advocates of the re-an- 
nexation say that a republic like ours has no power 
to part with territory, and that as we once claimed 
Texas, the treaty which relinquishes the claim is 
void. In the next breath they tell us that the re- 
public of Texas, which is modelled after ours, may 
not only part with a portion of ifs territory, but may 
cede the whole, andeven extinguish its own existence. 
With such wretched sophistry as this, is the honor 
of the American people brought into question—the 
good repute of our country tarnished in the eye of 
mankind! 

Our constitutional power to admit foreign nations 
into this Union seems to be taken for granted. This 
is, to say the least of it, an obvious departure from 
the doctrine of the Jeflersonian school. The sage of 
Monticeilo did not think so. He thought it clear that 
the constitution forbade the purchase of Lounsiana, 
and he therefore recommended an amendment, to 
ratify that act. ‘The opinions of Jefferson, however, 
are of small authority in his own school when they 
stand in the way of a party purpose. Iam no strict 
constructionist, as that phrase is understood, yet I 
cannot but marvel at the easy consciences of gen- 
- tlemen of that sect who are so much given to talk 
of ‘‘the compromises of the constitution;” when I 
find them so clear upon the question of ithis power, 
and so willing to disturb that “balance” which they 
have represented to be,—in their own language,— 
*‘sacred” in the adjustment of the weight of the free 
and slave states. Is it uncharitable to believe that 


they are reconciled to this invasion of the compro. | 


mises of the constitution, in the present instance, 
because they fancy it will bring the beam down on 
their side of the balance? Where does this power to 
annex foreign states end? With Texas? What of 
Cuba, St. Domingo, Canada? Can it reach Ireland? 
Or is it cgpfined, as we might infer from some of the 
declamation on the subject, to the enemies only of 
the Anglo Saxon? It has a broad field on that basis. 
These are significant questions. 

I do not doubt that two nations may become one, 
whenever it may suit their tastes and tempers to en- 
ter into such wedlock. But they will not do this by 
virtue of the powers conferred upon their respective 
governments for separate administration. It will not 
be done under existing constitutions. 
holds that this right of self-government is a right re- 
served to every government, uniess expressly forbid- 
den by its constitution. Certainly, this isa very odd 
specimen of strict construction. The existing ad- 


ministration may destroy the government by giving | 


the whole territory away ina treaty,—unless the law 
forbid it. ‘That, he affirms, will be the basis of our 
title to Texas, if we confirm the treaty. ‘These are 
new views of government. I can see but one way 
to accomplish this object. When itis the general 


wish of the propLu—not of the government—of the| 


United States and of Texas to form a new confede- 
racy, they will be obliged to alter their organic law 
to suit the case; they will then have occasion to make 
a new constitution or amend the old one. ‘The new 
Union must provide constitution and law for itself. 


I think I discern, from some manifestations [ have 
seen, at the bottom of this scheme, in the minds and 
Wishes of some of iis coutrivers, an ultimate purpose 
to form a new confederacy, of which it shall be a 
prominent feature that no free state shall come into 
the league. It has grown into fashion of late, to talk 
about siavery as ‘a blessing,” which is affirmed to 
be essential to a prosperous democracy. The cor- 
rollary from this is,in a few men’s miods—happily 
but few—that visible advantage would flow from a 


confederacy founded on this essential blessing as a fun-| 


dimental element. 1 trust there are not many states 
in this Union which will acquiesce in this logic, or 
place their title to democratic government upon such 
a concession. I canspeak very confidently for Ma- 
ryland, that she will not be one. The state that 
cherished such a thought will assuredly come to an 
“ijl-starred and unblessed catastrophe.” I forbear 
to expatiate on so revolting a theme, and fervently 
pray that bo such treason may be meditated. 

W hat is it that the proposition proposes to re-annex? 
What is Texas? Is it the territory bounded by the 
Colorado—by the Nueces—by the Rio Bravo—or by 
any still more southerly limit? Is it the whole inten- 


Mr. Walker | 


dancy of San Luis Potosi? Does it reach to the Pa- 
cific? Does it comprehend California, or Sonora?— 
who can answer? {It is all indefinite: there is a great 
question of boundary Jeft. If the annexation be 
made, then there will arise more discourse about 
other re-annexations—Mexico—Yucatan, Panama; 
where will it end? This little nation of Texas—only 
about the size of France—is but the beginning—a 
stepping stone. Jt would be but justice to settle the 
extent of all future claims before we conclude ne- 
gotiations. Are they not definite?—nest eggs for a 
future brood of claims? 

It 1s a comfort to think that this nefarious scheme 
is destined very soon to explode, and to take its 
place amongst the thousand repudiated follies of this 
foolish admmistration. It has but few friends in the 
senate, and when that body have rejected it, and the 
nation come to a calm estimate of the event, there 
will be a universal expression of wonder at the te- 
merity of the men who could so seriously trifle with 
the honor of the country. 

The project tas sprung up so suddenly upon the 
people, and has been so little considered in past time, 
that there may be said to be no real public opinion 
upon it. Allate taken by surprise, and many who 
would abhor the scheme upon mature deliberation, 
are now ina state of passive reliance upon the au- 
thorities here; too willing perhaps, to abide by the 
judgment of congress on the question. It was to ob- 
tain this advantage that the politic Mr. Tyler has 
been so cunning to keep the treaty secret. 

This is one of those strokes of statesmanship that 
have made our Polonius president so often the won- 
der of his times,—a coup d'etat by which the second 
hand hero of The Vetoes has hoped to win that most 
impossible of honors, a vote from some state in favor 
of another term. The scheme thus set out under the 
very worst conceivable auspices. It would miscarry 
on that ground alone. 

It is said that a messenger has been sent to Mexi- 
co to propose some terms of accommodation with 
that power,—to buy out her claim on Texas. If this 
be true, what a confession is it of the injustice of 
‘the treaty? I think they greatly miscalculate the 
temper of the Mexican government and the disposi- 
tion of that people, who suppose that this overture 
will produce any effect but exasperated defiance.—- 
| Perhaps some ebullition of such a feeling 1s desired 
by the patrons of the plot here, in the hope of find- 
| ing, in an exhibition of resentment from Mexico, a 
topic to kindle a war fever on this side. 
| Has any one counted the probable cost of a war 
| with Mexico? Annexation, without the consent of 
| that government, would inevitably involve us in im- 
mediate strife. She would invade Texas without de- 
lay, and we should be bound by every consideration 
‘of pride to protect our new acquisition. It cost us 
| thirty millions to expel a few Indians from Florida. 
| Twice that amount, per annum, would not more than 








| suffice to carry on hostilities upon the remote plains 
| of the Texan border and to defend ourselves against 
| the privateers which would swarm like mosquitoes 
|on the path of ourcommerce. We should be oblig- 
|ed to maintain armies by land to pursue the alert 
and sleepless guerillas of the Mexican frontier, and 
squadrons to blockade the coast. Fever, famine, and 
tempest would be all on the side of the adversary,— 
Thousands of our troops would perish; many Staunch 
ships would be shattered by storms, wrecked or driv- 
en away, many of our seamen overthrown by the 
pestilence ofthe gulf. The treasury would be drained 
by hordes of contractors, speculators, job agents, the 
natural canker of a war; and at the end we should 
come. out of the contest loaded with debt, weary 
with disaster, and loathing every recollection of the 
folly which had brought us into such a harren enter- 
prise. What is not amongst the least of its morti- 
fications, we should come out of it without the sym- 
pathy of a single nation upon the globe, or even of a 
single individual beyond our own confines. All the 
world would watch the contest with a prepared smile 
at every discomfiture which might befal us, with a 
sincere regret at every success. 

Whence has this scheme obtained any favor? In 
part, doubtless, from the affinities which subsist be- 
tween our people and the settlers of Texas. Thisis 
-natural and honorable. No sma!! share of the favor 
it has won, however, is to be placed to motive of sor- 
| did personal interest. Upwards of sixty millions of 
acres of private land claims, Ll understand, are 40 be 
recognized: ten millions of public Texan debt. 

The bond holders and the land scrip holders have 
interest enough to make great efforts in the cause, 
and to win much influence over the popular mind of 
the country. It would be much cheaper, perhaps, 
and more honorable for us to pay all these at once, 
out of our own treasury, and leave Texas as she i8,— 
since by such a course we should know the extent of 
our losses in the beginning, and do no violence to the 
laws of nations or a duty we owe a friendly power. 
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Why should we embroil ourselves for the speculators 
in Texan lards, or the holders of Texan bonds? 

The influence of the annexation upon the slave 
question, it strikes the, has been very much overrat- 
ed both in the south and the north. I cannot see that 
it would either augment the influence of the slave 
states on the one hand, or that the refusal to annex 
would mitigate the evi] of slavery on the other.— 
Texas, ina state of prosperous peace, whether a 
part of the United States or an independent power, 
would, in the long run, equally attract emigration 
and settlement from the present population of the 
Union. It willdraw many slaves along with their 
proprietors from the southern states, and with them 
subtract a proportionate amount of political power. 

Every slave withdrawn from the present slave 
states will have his influence in Jesssening the repre- 
sentation of the district from which he goes. This 
career of settlement upon the Gulf of Mexico will 
sooner or Jater convert Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Kentucky, and perhaps other states, into 
free states. It will break down South Carolina, 
weaken Georgia and Tennessee, and probably re- 
duce the value of Jand in Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana. Its annexation to the Union can do no 
conceivable good to any of these states. 1 cannot, 
therefore, but fee] great surprise at the zeal for this 
measure which is said to pervade certain portions of 
the south. Can it be other than the artificial excite« 
ment produced by a skilful appeal to popular consi- 
derations which do not really belong to the subject; 
and must not this fervor subside before the most de- 
liberate reflection of the people? A new competitor 
in the production Ufsugar and cotton, growing strong 
under the stimulus of that eagerness for emigration 
which is a characteristic of our people, and which, 
in the first few years after the incorporation of Té@x- 
as, would carry great numbers into the new territo- 
ry, we may well imagine would raise up no harmless 
antagonist tothe present south. Whilst it is quite 
apparent, in looking to the effects of this emigration 
upon our domestic commerce, that it would, in re- 
ality, add but little to its extension,;since the same 
consumers and producers would only be removed 
from one field of employment to another. Exacily 
in proportion as Texas would be strengthened either 
in political power or commercial importance, other 
sections of the Union would be weakened. 


Another result would follow the annexation, which 
would disappoint the expectations of many. Texas 
would come into the confederacy as a territory, and 
the same considerations which led to the setthement 
of the Missouri question upon a compromise between 
the slave and free states, would, we may be persuad- 
ed, be again sufficiently powerful to induce a similar 
arrangement of the new acquisition, by providing 
for an equal number of free and slave states to be 
carved out of the territory. It is even doubtful 
whether, with the present vote of congress, (still 
more questionable with the vote after another cen- 
sus,) there would not be power to settle this point 
upon a basis much more favorable to the views of 
the free states. In contemplation of such a cortin- 
gency, | ask if the inducements to the annexation, 
on the part of the south, are not likely to be greatly 
weakened? 

It is suggested in the English papers that the cause 
of free trade would find a valuable ally in the annexae 
tion. ‘There is some plausibility in the opinion, that 
by increasing settlement towards the tropics and ex- 
tending the field of our planting interests, many aux- 
iliaries would be guined to Great Britain against the 
protection of our mechanical industry. Such a be- 
lief may recommend this measure to England, to 
some of the southern states, and to all that part of 
the democracy who have rajsed their hands against 
the success of the labor of our country; but it will 
scarcely succeed in convincing the manufacturers, the 
mechanics, and the farmers of Maryland, or of any 
other state friendly to domestic industry, that the 
measure is inany wise to be desired by them. And 
as to thé notion that the annexation is ‘‘indispensa- 
ble to our security against foreign aggression,”’ or to 
‘the extension of the domestic commercial exchang- 
es of our country,” as the declaration of the Balti- 
more meeting asserts—-every one must see that these 
are but phrases of common place political rhetoric, 
thrown in as unmeaning expletives to round off a 
clap trap resolution, and intended merely as a sono- 
rous prelude to that “acclamation” which was a pre- 
pared and expected part of the programme of the 
evening. 

Mr. Tyler, it will be seen, when the documents ac- 
companying the treaty are published—for the in- 
junction of secrecy has just been removed—has al- 
ready been makimg warlike preparations to pick a 
quarrel with Mexico. He is gathering troops upon 
the bank of the Sabine and sending a squadron to the 
Coast. His purpose is to intimidate iexico. His 
military preparations were directed even before the 
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treaty was signed. It isa negotiation at the point of 
the bayonet——congress, the only authority to declare 
war, being utterly ignorant of the whole proceeding 
until now. 

These are the first necessary steps belonging to 
this peaceable and righteous proceeding—a threat of 
war if Mexico should be restive. They show us 
what must be the certain result if the audacity which 
prompted this outrage be not checked by the pru- 
dence of the senate. A few days more, and I trust 
the whole plot will be broken up and rebuked by an 
overwhelming vote for the rejection of the treaty. 

There isso much mischievous misrepresentation 
on this Texas question, at present, and so much mo- 
tive to give ita party character, that the public mind 
has but littie chance to be set entirely right in its es- 
timate of the subject, until the presidential election 
js out of the way. I scarcely doubt, when thatshall 
be the case, that three-fourths of the people will take 
q decided ground against the scheme in any shape.— 
They will agree, [ think, that we have territory 
enough to satisfy our reasonable wants for the next) 
half century, and that, if after that period, we should 
fee] pressed for elbow-reom, the generations who 
may sutler this inconvenience will be quite able to 
take care of themselves, somewhere between the 
North Pole and Terradel Fuego. They will hardly 
thank us for such a trifling cantlet as Texas. Very 
truly, yours, J. P. KENNEDY. 








Mr. .Benton’s SPEECH ON THE ANNEXATION TREA- 
ty. The Globe of the 20th contains six columns, or 
the beginning of the speech made in secret session by 
Mr. Benton, and which speech he made on the 16th, 
17th and 20th. ‘The injunction of secrecy having | 
been removed from the debiutes on the treaty in exe- 
cutive session, on Monday last, they are regularly 
now reporied. ‘The speech wasin support of resolu- | 
tions which Mr. B. offered on the i3th instant, as) 
follows: 

“Resolved, That the ratification of the treaty for the | 
annexation of ‘Texas to the United States would be an | 
adoption of the Texian war with Mexico by the U. 
States, and would devolve its conduct and conclusion 
upon the United Siates. 

‘Resolved, ‘That the treaty making power does not 
extend to the power of making war, and that the pre- 
sident and senate have no right to make war, either 
by declaration or adoption. 

“Resolved, ‘That the country dismembered from the | 
United Staies by the treaty of 1819 with Spain, com- | 
prehending Vexas and a large territory between the | 
Red River and the Arkansas, ana being geographi- | 
cally appurtenant to the U. States, and essential to) 
their political, commercial, and social system, ovenr | 
TO BE re-united to the American Union as svon as it} 
can be done with consent of a majority of the people | 
of the United States and of Texas,and when Mexico) 
shall either consent to the same, er acknowledge the! 
independence of Lexas, or cease lo prosecute the war 
against her, (the armistice having expired) on ascale | 
commensurate to the conquest of the country.” 





Mr. Lenton in the opening part of his speech enters 
into an elaborate exRmination of the boundaries of 
Texas as now constituted, and the province of Texas 
as it existed in 1819, when it was claimed as a 
part of the Louisiana purchase. He establishes—| 
that the country proposed by the treaty to be ad-| 
mitted into the Union, is far larger than the Texas! 
Which was in view when the treaty of 1819 was! 
made. The pretence, then, as Mr. Benton con- | 
tends, that this treaty proposes no more than a “re-| 
annexation of Texas,” is a fraud in words. It is no| 
re-annexation,” for it is not pretended even by those | 
who use that word, that the province of Texas in 1819 
extended turther than the boundaries inejuded be- 
tween the Sabine and the Rio del Norte, and the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Red River—whiist the boun- 
daries of what is called the Republic of Texas as de- 
fined in this treaty, includes the whole extent of the 
Rio del Norte, and embraces portions of the depart- 
ment of New Mexico with its capital. 

The treaty then proposes to seize many hundreds of 
miles of a neighbor’s dominion. with whom we have 
treaties of peace, and friendship and commerce—a 
territory where no ‘lexian force has ever penetrated 
—as proved by the disastrous expeditions to Mier 


vince of New Mexico, lying on both sides of the river, 


| was accustomed to astonish Euro; 
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The second of these resolutions. proposes nothin’ 
more nor less than a violation of the constitution o 


from its head spring to near the Paso del Norte—that 
is to say, half way down theriver. This department) the United States, which expressly forbids any sucn 
is studded with towns and villages—is poputated— | “compacts” as are here hinted at. 

well cullivated—and covered with flocks and herds. un 

On its left bank, (for I only speak of the part which | cHarteston, s. c.,—TEXAS ANNEXATION MEETING. 
we propose to re-annex), is, first, the frontier village (From the Charleston Mercury, of the 15th inst. ) 
Taos, 3,000 souls,and where the custom house is} Jn pursuance of the eall, nearly of seven hundred 
kept at which the Missouri caravans enter their) of the free and independent voters of Charleston dis- 
goods. Then comes Santa Fe, the capital, 4,000 | trict, av overwhelming meeting of our citizens, with- 
souls—then Albuquerque, 6,000 souls—thence some | out distinction of party, took place last evening at 
scores of other towns and villages—all more or less! the new theatre, in Meeting street. Rarely have we 


populated and surrounded by flocks and fields. Then | seen such a concourse and such a heartfelt enthusiasm 


come the departments of Chihuahua, Coahuila, and | 


} ata political gathering in our comparatively quiet ci- 
Tamaulipas, without settlements on the left bank of ty. The deep and fervent interest felt by the commu- 
the river, but occupying the right bank, and com-| 1 ‘ 


, A nity, in the great cause which now warms with ar- 
manding the left. All this—being parts of four | dent and generous sympathy, the bosom of every true 
Mexican departments—now under Mexican govern-| hearted citizen of the south, was manifested in the 
ors and governments—is permanently re-annexed to! character and number of those assembled on that oc- 
this union, if this treaty is ratified, and is actually | easion. Never was there in our midst—a larger— 
re-annexed from the moment of the signature of the | neyer a more respectable assemblage. With one 
treaty, according to the president's last message, to eommon sentiment of the great importance of the 
remain so until the acquisition is rejected by reject-| occasion, men of every condition and age came for- 
ing the treaty.” ward to mingle their voices in the cry that now tra- 

Mr. Benton calls attention to the declaration made | verses the land, invoking us to the resene of a gal- 


J ic ¢ > alle ¢ > . or . } . . a . - 
that Texas is now actually in the Union, and pro-! jantnation and tothe protection of those rights which 
ceeds to say: 


: Bh are alike essential to the prosperity of the south and 

“The president, in his special message of Wednes- | the maintenance of the Union at large. Long before 
day last, informs us that we have acquired a title to’ the appointed time, every seat and every spot within 
the ceded territories by his signature to the treaty, | the area of the building, was occupied by an anxious 
wanting only the action of the senate to perfect it;) crowd, and the dense multitude, and dhe still, deep 
and that, in the mean time, he will protect it from in-| emotion pervading every countenance in that im- 
vasion, and for that purpose has detached all the dis-| mense mass of men, spoke gloriously forth the patri- 
posable portions of the army and navy to the scene of | otism and generosity of our ancient city. At the hour 
of 8 o’clock, precisely, the meeting was organized by 





action. This is a caper about equal to the mad freaks 
with which the unfortunate emperor Paul, of Russia. | calling to the chair, Jouw Rosiwson, esq., who came 
xc about 40 years | forward, amidst thunders of long and deafening ap- 
ago. By this declaration, the thirty thousand Mexi | plause. The following gentlemen were appointed 
cans in the left half of the vail y of the Rio del Norte | vice pre sidents:—Hon. Messrs. H. Deas, J. B. On, 
are our citizens, and standing, in the language of the Lode Rivers, Wim. Aiken, Jas. S, Rhett, John Wilson, 
president’s message, in a hostile altitude towards us, | Wm. Oain, 7. L. Gourdin, L. J. Palmer, J. S. Ashe, 
and subject to be repeiled as invaders. Taos, the seat} Robert Eile, Thomas Bennett, Wm. Dubose, H. L. 
of the custom house, where our caravans cnter their} Ping kney, Dr. 8S. H. Dickson, Maj. Sam’! Porcher 


goods, is ours: Santa Fe, the capital of New Mexico,! Chas. Edmondston, Dr. J. Johnson, W. B. Pring!r, 
} o - ” . } ~ ‘4 . + Terr e ¢ ssahhanmnt | r 7" . . : 
is ours; governor Armijois our governor, and subject) Dr. T. Y. Simons, J. Schnierle, James Gadsden, J 


to be tried for treason if he does nut submit to US: | Fraser, J. Rose. Edw. Carew, H. W. Connor, Dr. J. 
twenty Mexican towns and villages are ours; and their) M. Campbell, J. Ferguson, W. Dearing, D. Ravenel. 
peaceful inhabitants, cultivating their fields and tend-| — Secretaries: —J. E. Carew, A. Moise, jr., L. A. Ed- 
ing their flocks, are suddenly converted, by a stroke} mondston, J. H. Dukes, B. D. Roper, jr., John Cheese 
of the president’s pen, into American citizens, or A-| borough, Geo. W. Cooper. 

merican rebels. ‘This is too bad: and, instead of mak-| On motion, the chair appointed a committee of 
ing themselves party to its enormities, as the presi-| ghout 112, whose names are appended in the Mercu- 
dent invites them to do, I think rather that it 1s the| py, to bring in a report expressive of the views of 
duty of the senate to wash its hands of all this part! the meeting. : 

of the transaction by a special disapprobation. ‘The Whilst the committee were preparing thei or 
sendte is the sodstititional aditeerot the president, | the meeting was ddéressed b¢ VO D. AGcted, Ces 
and has the right, if not the duty, to give him advice| with an ability and spirit that called for the loudest 
when the occasion requires it. I therefore propose,! applause. The committee returned and offered the 
as an additional resolution, applicable to the Rio del | fojlowing preamble and resolutions, which after be- 
Norte boundary only—the one which f will read and | jng eloquently discussed by Messrs. Memminger 
send to the secretary’s table—and on which, at the | py : ; a Vas 


| tthe | Hunt and Seabrook, were wnanimously adopted: 
proper time, I shall ask the vote of thesenate. ‘This PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS. 
is the resojution: 


We—the people of Charieston district—have for- 
borne, until the present time, to give any public de- 
claration of our opinions and wishes in regard to the 
treaty for the recovery of that valuable territory now 


“Resolved, That the incorporation of the left bank 
of the Rio del Norte into the American Union, by 
virtue of a treaty with Texas, comprehending, as the | 
said incorporation would do, a part of the Mexican! recognised by most of the civilized governments of 
departments 6f New Mexico, Chihuahua, Coahuila, | the world as the Republic of Texas. We have pa- 
and ‘Tamaulipas, would be an act of direct aggres-| tiently waited until this time, that those events might 
sion on Mexico; for all the consequences of which) be developed which would show this great measure 
the United States would stand responsible.” | in its true importance, the opinions entertained of it 

Having shown the effect of the treaty on the Rio! by the people of other states and the course which 
Grande frontier, Mr. B. took up the treaty itself, un-} would be taken by public men in regard to it. We 
der all its aspects and in its whole extent, and assum-| have now such lights in all these particulars before 
ed four positions in relation to it; namely: jus that it is no longer proper to remain silent. We 

1. That the ratification of the treaty would be, of | feel that the mightiest interests are at stake, and that 
itself, war between the United States and Mexico. | the destinies of our country for all time, are hanging 

2. That it would be unjust war. | upon the action of the national authorities on this 

3. That it would be war unconstitutionally made. | treaty,—and therefore, sinking all considerations of 

4. That it would be war upon a weak and ground-| party dillerence in the higher cansiderations of our 
less pretext.” country’s welfare, we have assenibled and taken coun- 

-— | sel together, and do heredy publish and make known 

Annexation. We learn from the New Orleans} our opinions and wishes in regard to this great Ame- 
Tropic that a meeting was held in that city on the | rican measure, in the following resolutions which we 
10th inst. which adopted the following resolutions: direct to be signed by the president, vice presidents, 

‘Resolved, Ttiat it is peculiarly the duty of the} and secretaries of this meeting and forwarded to our 
now state of Louisiana to vindicate the rights of the | senators and representatives to be laid before both 











and Santa Fe—without being all killed or taken. 
Having shown by the map of The Republic of 
Texas,” submitted to the senate, that it claims a 
boundary “‘beginning at the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
thence up the principal stream of said river to its 
source; thence due north to the 42d degree of north 
latitude; thence along the boundary line, as defined 
In the treaty between the United States and Spain, 
to the beginning,’’—Mr. Benton goes on to prove, 
that this boundary inejudes towns and villages and 
Custom houses, all now in the peaceful possession of 
Mexico. He says: 
‘First: There is the department, formerly the pro- 


inhabitants of said territory, between the Sabine and | houses of congress. 
the Rio del Norte, to incorporation into the Federal! Resolved, That the union of these states was estabe 
Union. lished “to ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for 









































































“Resolved, That the inhabitants of Texas having 
repeatediy manifested great anxiety for the incorpo- 
ration of their Republic into the Federal Union—it 
will become the duty of the state of Louisiana in the 
event of the rejection of the treaty of annexation, to 
take immediate steps for the formation of a compact 
with the Republic of Texas, subject to the constitu- 
tional action of the congress of the United States, the 





object of which will be to extend the boundary of 


Louisiana to her ancient Jimits.” 


the common defence and to promote the general wel- 
fare,” and that no state or section of our country 
would have consented to any form of government 
which did not contain ample pledges of security for 
these objects; and that when the territories of the 
said states were enlarged by the purchase of Louisi- 
ana, it was to fulfil these duties, that the 3d article of 
said treaty covenants as follows: **The inhabitants of 





| the added territory shall be incorporated in the Union 


of: the United States, and admitted as soon as possi- 
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ble, according to the principles of the federal consti- 
tution, to the enjoyments of all the rights—advanta- 
ges and immunities of citizens of the United States;” 
and that neither the object of the original compact, 
nor the pledged faith of the country can be truly 
maintained, without faithfully executing,—as fur as 
practicable,—the said 3d article of the treaty of 1803; 
and that any failure or neglect on the part of the ge- 
neral government to do so whenever in its power, 
would violate a constitutional obligation, be a breach 
of treaty faith, and tend greatly to impair confidence 
and produce discontent with those states whose insti- 
tutions—interests and rights are neglected and sacri- 
ficed thereby. 

2. Resolved, That the people of Texas are a kin- 
dred people, emigrated mostly from the United States, 
‘who have carried with them our principles of civil] 
and religious liberty, social habits, and industrial pur- 
suits, that they are attached to our constitution of 
government, and have—by their valor and good con- 
duct—won their independence de facto, and establish- 
ed it de jure; and that, as a free, sovereign, and inde- 
pendent people, they have unquestionable right, if we 
consent thereto, to submit themselves and their coun- 
try, tv the constitution—laws and government of the 
United States, asa territory; and that, in our delibe- 
rate judgment, as a measure of right, of defence, 
and of self-preservation, as well as of treaty faith, 
the United States have, by the laws of nations, an 
equally undoubted right, peacefully to receive Texas 
back, and that the senate of the United States ought 
forthwith to ratafy the treaty now before it, for its 
immediate annexation to these states. 

3. Resolved, That the acquirement of possession or 
paramonnt influence over the republic of Texas, the 
territories of which constitute our entire southwes- 
tern boundary for more than 1,000 miles, by Great 
Britain, who now possesses our whole northern boun- 
dary and numerous Islands in the Gulf of Mexico 
and along our Atlantic coast, enabling her to-sur- 
round us with her flag, and to establish.a foreign in- 
fluence and power.on this continent, is dangerous to 
American institutions, justly alarming to every citi- 
zen of the United States, and can only be averted by 
the immediate ratification of the treaty now before 
the senate. 


4. Resolved, That Gen. Jackson, drawing his infor- 


from Spain, was superseded and extinguished by a 
better title of Texas ina later and more perfect 
revolution and conquest, while it is equally appar- 
rent that Mexico acquired no rights from Spain by 
the treaty of Madrid. 

Second—Butif Mexico had acquired a perfect 
right to Texas, either from the revolution of 1821], or 
the treaty of Madrid, Texas has, by the success- 
ful establishment of her independence, its manten- 
ance near nine years in a settled government, ac- 
knowledged as such by the most powerful nations of 
of the world, while Mexico for more than eight 
years has made no attempt to subjugate her, divested 
Mexico in fact, and in right, of all dominion and sov- 
ereignty, and that neither reason, justice, or the 
Jaws of nations require that a mere nominal claim 
used as a speculative pretext to extort other ad- 
vantages, rather than as a real substantial cause for 
an actual intended effort at re-conquest by Mexico 
is to be respected asa right of sovereignty in Mexico, 
sacred in the eyes of nations, and not to be contra- 
vened without her assent, or that a disregard of it is 
the slightest justification of a war, or that we are 
bound to waitone moment longer on that account. 

Third—Mexico is precluded from making the re- 
annexation a ground of war by her own construction 
and example, first, in entertaining the propositions 
of the United States for the purchase of Texas from 
her, while Spain was still asserting by arms in her 
own territory, her claims of sovereignty and domin- 
ion over both her and Texas; and secondly, by her 
own conduct in anjnexingthe state of Chiapas to her- 
self, against the will and remonstrances of the re- 
public of Central America, of which it was a_ part, 
upon the ground that its people had thrown off their 
connexion with Central America, declared them- 
selves independent and desired to be united to Mexi- 
co, as Texas has done in the present case with Mex- 
ico and the United States. 

6. Resolved, That in no view of the case what- 
ever, under the mere nominal and constructive war 
between Mexico and Texas, would the immediate 
re-annexation of Texas tothe United States give 
Mexico as sufficient and justifiable grounds fora 
war,as its purchase and annexation would have 
riven to Spain in 1825 and 1827, when it was at- 
‘tempted by President Adams and Mr. Clay, before 








Louisiana in 1814, would have been, by throwing 
Texas under the influence, or into the hands of Great 
Britain, and opening thereby in war ihe way to in- 
vade the Mississippi, to cut off New Orleans from 
the western country, block up and annihilate iis 
trade though the Gulf, undermine and perhaps 
eventually destroy the value of our great staples 
colton, sugar and rice; and when so disposed, to ex- 
cite disaffection among the black population of the 
southern states, opening a place of refuge for run- 
aways and felons, and making the slaves useless and 
dangerous. 

9. Resolved, That we cannot forbear to repeat 
more particularly, that knowing in common with aj] 
the world the great influence exercised by Great 
Britain over Mexico and Texas, we have seen with 
the deepest regret and alarm the several declarations 
of Lord Aberdeen, first in his despatch to Mr. Pak- 
enham of the 28th Dec. last, that ‘*Great Britain de- 
sires and is constantly exerting herself to procure 
the general abolition of slavery throughout the 
world;” that she wishes *“‘to see slavery abolished” 
in Texas; and “would rejoice if the recognition of 


.| that country by the Mexican government, should be 


by an agreement on the partof Texas to abolish 
slavery eventually and under proper conditions 
throughout the republic,” accompanied by the inti- 
mation that Great Britain would, by her ‘‘counsel,” 
‘“‘promote such a consummation” preceded as it was 
by that conversation in the house of lords. on the 
18th August last,on motion of Lord Brougham, 
who urging the interference of the British govern- 
ment in the negotiations between Mexico and Texas 
for recognizing the independence of the latter had 
said he was “irresistibly anxious for the abolition of 
slavery in Texas” * * * asthe consequence 
would be that it must ultimately end in the abolition 
of slavery in America”—to which Lord Aberdeen 
responded that ‘“‘by means of urging the negotiations 
(between Mexizo and Texas) as well by every other 
means in their power, her majesty’s ministers would 
press this matter’—and that in the avowalof this 
policy most cangerous to the peace and welfare of 
twelve states and one territory of this union, to be 
effected through Texas, we recognize in motives of 
| Self-defenee and self preservation the absolute ne- 
| cessity for immediate annexation, and that under the 











mation from the highest sources, (whose assertions are the Spanish troops were finally expelled, and while | circumstances we should regard the acquiescence of 


sustained by other evidences scarcely less authentic, ) 
has assured the country, that Texas must be reannex- 


the title of Spain was being asserted by arms on the 
‘soil of Mexico,and war was waging for dominion 


| our government in any state of things by which the 
‘control or possession of Texas, virtual or actual, 








ed now or Never, for if now rejected she will imme-| and re-conquest; nor than it would have given to| should passto Great Britain, and whieh would fol- 
diately form connexions with G. Britain and be lostto| Spain in 1329, when it was pressed by President) low necessarily from the rejection of the present 
us forever; that we regard it emphatically a NaTion- | Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, while Gen. Barradas' treaty, as a failure to fulfil its eonstitutional duties 
AL AND AMERICAN MEASURE, antagonist to FOREIGN IN- | was preparing for an invasion, for the re-conguest of | towards them, and its treaty compacts, with the peo- 
TERFERENCE and DOMESTIC ABOLITIONISM; that the de-{ Mexico, which before the end of the year took) ple of Texas,of the most sound character, and as 
feat of ihe treaty will be a triumph of both of these | place, and resulted in the capture of the city of, tantamount to an abandonment of our institutions, 
over the dearest rights of a large part of our country, | ‘Tampico. people and property, to the machinationsof British 
and over the best interest of the whole:Union; while | 7%. Resolved, That these eminent statesmen then | and domestic abolition. 
its ratification will ald to the peace and security of | entrusted by their country with the maintenance of; 10. Resolved, That if the treaty for the recovery 
the south, preserve our invaluable market for the | its honor and good faith with all nations, with the ‘of Texas be defeated, because of the increase it 
po ey wpe nerth, and for the Fie’ stock | xdvancement of its best interests and the promotion| Will give to the slave-holding states, it will be the 
~e tapos oF the west; prevent smuigg de” for Our lof its peace, prosperity, and welfare, in the impar-| denial of a vital right to them, implying nothing less 
ship ers, rent if atone bemoan te - ei ‘tial, comprehensive foreseeing patriotism, wisely | than a solemn and insulting proseription of them 
pping, ¢ ry Way advance and consolidate | manifested by their earnest and repeated endeavors | and their institutions; condemning them to a case 
the wealth, power, and greatness of this republic. | 


: | for the re-acquirement of Texas and the unanswer- | and condition of moral and political inferiority, by 
5. Resolved, That the proposed re-union of Texas able arguments they then advanced to prove its ne- | establishing, virtually and in practice,a principle 
with our territory, of which under the treaty of 1803, .cessity for the defence of New Orleans and the| that no more additions shall be made to their num- 


it was a rightful part, would, in the opinion of this | safety of the valley of the Mississippi, for the secu-| bers or power, because of their institution of slavery, 
meeting, violate no treaty obligation—no national rity of itsimmense commerce through the Gulf of | while the free states shall be allowed to extend, in 


faith—nor any sound principle of the laws of nations; | Mexico, the value of its markets for our domestic | territories purchased as a part of Louisiana, to the 
that it would of right be peaceful and give no justi- | manufactures, and its carrying trade for our ship-| shores of the Pacific, aud from Missouri and the 
fiable cause of war, especially to Mexico, amongst | ping, while they obtained their approbation, convine-| Californias to the Lakes and Oregon, and to be in- 
eather reasons, for the following, viz: ‘ed the people of the United States of its vast im-! definitely multiplied in numbers, even to the over- 
First —The-cession of Texas by the-United States | portance to the peace, security, and welfare of the | throw of the balances and safe-guards of the con- 
im 1319, wasanade to Spain and not to Mexico. WM) whole union, and that it might even then have been | stitution, whereby it now becomes the highest duty 
Mexico ever had any right to ‘Texas, it was founded | acquired with honor, safety and advantage; and that| of the slave-holding states to make their firm and 


either in the right of revolution or conquest, or was | we have witnessed the late change of position of all | decided protest and we do, hereby, solemnly protest, 
conveyed in the treaty of December 28, 1836 ,made 


Git the <reaty | ‘these eminent men, except General Jackson, on this | againsta policy degrading and unjust to them, and 
ai Madrid with Spain, in which the Jatter acknow!-j question so vital to the south and west, with a sor-| to appeal, as we now do appeal, in the most earnest 
edged her independence and fixed her limits and/tow equalled only by profound astonishment and! manner, to the better feelings and sense of justice 
boundaries. AS to the first “iexico revolted from | alarm. |of our brethren of the free states, against this deep 
Spain in ey ti and obtained thereby her right to| 8. Resolved, That we see in these ominous chang-| wound, meditated on our honor, feelings, and dear- 
‘Texas; but ‘Texas revolted’ froid Mexico in 1835 and }es and in the proceedings had in various states to | est rights. 

by a more perfect revolution and conquest, obtained | oppose the return of Texas into this ynign, and es-| 11. Resolved, That while the free states have the 
a later and better title from Mexico, than Mexico | pecially in those of a public meeting held at the Fa-| ful) right to be multiplied and extended in the terri- 
had obtained from Spain, while as to the second,|bernacle in the city of New York, on the 24thof| tories bought as Louisiana, from which slavery is 
Spain never has in reality ‘conveyed any title to April last, presided over by the Hon. Albert Galla-| excluded by the Missouri compromise, the recovery 
Mexico, as will appear from the following facts: The tin, and especially inthe avowal of the British go- | of Texas, while it will not inerease the number of 
treaty of Madrid was executed on ‘the 23th of De-|vernment through Lord Aberdeen of a settled poli- | slaves, will only restore to the slave-holding division 
cember 1836, and acknowledes the independence of | cy to use its influence for the abolishment of slayery | of the states a territory which was also purchased 
Mexico and her rights to all the territories defined) in every country where it exists throughout the} and guaranteed to them as part of Louisiana, in the 
jn said treaty, which were then actually in her pos-| world, a more imminent peril than has eyer yet| treaty of 1803; and that every principle of fairness, 
session; but ‘l’exas was not then in her possession, the | threatened the slave holding states, and that we feel | and justice requires that the free states should now 
army of Gen. Cos at San Antonio, in December, | obligated by the deepest sense of duty to ourselves | aid to recover and restore it, and to add to that secu- 


















1835, and of president Santa Anng at San Jacinto in| and our posterity, to make every effort to avert its 


April, 1836, had both been defeated, and expelled, 
and Mexico had not on the 28th December, 1836, nor 
has had since a vestage of possession or government 
in Texas. ‘Thus it is clear that all the title of Mex- 
ico to Texas acquired by revolution and conques 








threatened calamities, which will give to British in- 
terference in our internal affairs and the designs of 
domestic abolitionism, a fatal triumph over Ameri- 
can ‘interests, inilict upon the valley of the Misgis- 


rity, prosperity and permanency of the union. 

12. Resolved, That as the United States by the 
treaty of 1803 acquired a title to Texas which we 
believe was unquestionable until it was given away 
in 1819, that although by that act we surrendered 





sippi a blow scarcely less fatal than the conquest of 


our right, we did not absolve ourselves from the ob- 
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ligations of the 3d article of that treaty quoted in 
our first resolution, whereby the people of Texas 
have a strong claim, if not a perfect right, founded 
on national faith and treaty obligations, to be admit- 
ted into this union asa state, if they demand it, and 
that congress, in case the treaty is rejected, should 
pass a law for that purpose. 

13. Resolved, That in the foregoing resolutions 
we speak the sentiments of an undivided and almost 
unanimous people, who, laying aside all differences 
of party, unite as one man to give utterance to their 
opinions and wishes on a measure which we regard 
in importance as immeasurably above the presidency 
or party, and that we earnestly recommend to our 
fellow citizens in every district and parish in the 
state to assemble and make known their views in like 
manner. 

Mr. Pinckney was called out by the meeting, and 
declining to make a speech, he declared himself em- 
phatically a friend to the annexation of Texas. 

On motion, it was resolved that the proceedings 
be published in the city papers. 

On motion it was resolved that the chair at his 
leisure appoint a committee of vigilance and cor- 
respondence, to consist of 27, toaid in carrying for- 
ward the cause of Texas annexation. 

On motion of A. Moise, jr., esq., the following re- 
solutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That the grateful thanks of this mecting 
are hereby tendered to the Hon. R. J. Walker, of 
Mississippi, and the Hon. C. J. Ingersoll, of Pennsy!- 
vania, for their luminous, eloquent, and convincing 
expositions, on the great and vital question of the 
annexation of Texasto the American Union—pro- 
ductions which must elevate their authors to a high 
rank amongst the American patriots and philosophi- 
cal statesmen. That in the forcible language of the 
former, ‘this is not a question between Mexico and 
Texas, but a question between the advance of Bri- 
tish or American power—and that too, in the very 
heart of the valley of the west—that it is to lower 





20 
to the United States, and the hope and belief enter- | [Confidential] 
tained by the executive that the treaty with Texas Navy Department, May 14, 1844. 
for that ‘purpose would be speedily approved and| Sir: Your confidential note of this date is receiy- 


ratified by the senate, it was regarded by the execu- ed. [send you, agreeably to your request, copies of 
tive to have become emphatically its duty to con-'all orders given by me to the commander of the 
centrate in the Gulf of Mexico and its vicinity, as a home squadron, and of the sailing orders of the offi- 
precautionary measure, as large a portion of the cers in command of the Vandalia and steamer Union. 
home squadron under the command of Captain Con- | The cruising ground of the home squadron is very 
ner as could well be drawn together;and,at thesame extensive, and the number of vessels employed not 
time, to assemble at Fort Jessup, on the borders of larger, itis believed, than usual. Reports have been 
Texas, as large a military force as the demands of made tothe-department ofdomestic disturbances in the 
the service at other encampments would authorise to island of Hayti and of Cuba, which will render the 
be detached. For the number of ships already in the presence of a ship of war neeessary to the protec- 
Gulf and the waters contiguous thereto, and such as_ tion of American interests. This will explain the 
are placed under orders for that destination, and of order to Commander Chauncey. Similar orlers will 
troops now assembled upon the frontier, I refer youto be given to the brig Lawrence or brig Truxton, both 
the accompanying reports from the secretaries of the | requiring slight repairs, as soon as either may be rea- 
war and navy departments. It will also be perceiv- dy for sea, to touch at Cuba. 

ed by the senate, by referring to the orders of the I send a listof the vessels under orders for the Gulf 
navy department, which are herewith transmitted, of Mexico. 

that the naval officer in command of the fleet is di-| I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
rected to cause his ships to perform all the duties of; ‘To the Presipenr. J. ¥. MASON. 

a fleet of observation, and to apprize the executive | 
of any indication of a hostile design upon ‘Texas, on List of United States vessels of war now cruising in, or 
the part of any nation, pending the deliberations of | under orders for, the Gulf of Mexico: 

the senate upon the treaty, with a view thatthesame |) Frigate Potomac, Captain F. M. Newell. 

should promptly be submitted to congress for its| Sloop Vincennes, Commander F. Buchanan. 
mature deliberation. Atthe same time, itisdueto Brig Somers, Commander J. 'T. Gerry, (tempora- 
myself that I should declare it as my opinion, that rily commanded by Lieut. T. W. Brent.) 

the United States having by the treaty of annexation | Under orders at Norfolk, and ready for sea. 
acquired a title to Texas, which requires only the; Sloop Vandalia, Commander J.S. Chauncey. 
action of the senate to perfect it, no other power! Sloop Falmouth, Commander J. R. Sands. 

could be permitted to invade, and by force of arms! Steamer Union, Lieutenant Commandant H. IH. 
to possess itself of, any portion of the territory of Bell. 

Texas, pending your deliberations upon the treaty,) Brig Bainbridge, Commander Newman, at N. York 
without placing itself in a hostile attiude to the Unit- for repairs. 
ed States, and justifying the employment of any! All the above are attached to the home squadron, 
means at our disposal to drive back the invasion. At! Commodore David Conner. 

the same time, it is my opinion that Mexico or any} The sloop Preble, Commander T. W. Freelon, 
other power will find in your approval of the treaty (not attached to the home squadron,) is on a tempo- 
no just cause of war against the U. States; nor do[, rary cruise among the West India islands and to the 





the flag of the union before the Red Cross of St. 


George—to surrender the Florida pass—the mouth | 
of the Mississippi—the command of the Mexican | 
and finally Texas itself, into the hands of} 


Gulf 
England.” 





can Independence, to be conducted peaceably if we 


may, but forcibly if we must;—that itis no party | 


question that presidential candidates must hide their 
diminished heads before its overpowering nationality 
—in fine, that it is what Jerrerson said of Louisia- 
na, a question to agitate the whole United States.” 
Resolved, That this meeting recognises in the sen- 
timents recently expressed by the venerable Hero of 
New Orleans, the true, intrepid, and unflinching pa- 


believe that there is any serious hazard of war to be ports in Central America, &c., and will return short- 
found in the fact of such approval. Nevertheless, ly to the United States. 

every proper measure wil] be resorted to by the ex-| The brig Lawrence, Commander Gardner, will be 
ecutive to preserve upon an honorable and just basis ordered, as soon as she is ready for sea, to proceed 






































JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, May 15, 1844. 


[The accompanying documents consist of letters | 
.and orders from the war and nav 


y departments. 
The first is a letter to the president from the sec- 
retary of war transmitting the orders issued from his 
'department which have reference to the movement 
of troops to the southwestern border. These orders 
| and letters state that the sixteen companies compos- 


triot, whose bosom, even amidst the infirmities of | ing the 3d and 4th regiment were ordered from Jef- 


age, yet burns with a holy and en@usiastic devotion 
to his country, and whose last struggle, as it were 
on the verge of the tomb, 1s for her honor—her glo- 
ry—and her liberty. That we believe with him that 
‘the PRESENT GOLDEN MOMENT to obtain Texas must 


not be lost, or she must, from necessity be thrown | 


into the arms of England, and be forever lost to the U. 
Slates. That the annexation of ‘Texas will be as an 


‘there were already the seven companies of the 
| 2d dragoons, and thatthe force at Fort Jessup, near 


| Natchitoches, was otherwise increased to twenty- | 


three companies, or about eleven hundred and fifty 
men. The command of this post was given to Gen. 
| Z. Taylor, and on the 27th of April a *‘confidential” 
'communication was addressed to him, stating the 


iron hoop around our union, and a bulwark against | force that will be under his command, and concludes 


all foreign invasion and aggression. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

JOHN ROBINSON, chairman. 

J. E. Carew, A. Moise, jr., L. A. Edmondston, J. 
H. Dukes, B. D. Roper, jr., John Cheesborough, 
George W. Cooper, secretaries. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO THE SENATE. 
To the senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resoliition of the senate of the 
13th instant, requesting to be informed “whether, 
Since the commencement of the negotiations which 
resulted in the treaty now before the senate for the 
annexation of ‘l'exas to the United States, any mili- 
tary preparations have been made or ordered by the 
president, for or in anticipation of war; and if so, 
for what cause, and with whom was such war ap- 
prehended, and what are the preparations that have 
been made or ordered? Has any movement or as- 
Serblage, or disposition of any of the military or 
naval forces of the United States been made or or- 
dered with a view to such hostilities? And to com- 
municate to the senate copies of all orders or direc- 
tions given for any such preparation, or for any such 
movement or disposition, or for the future conduct 
of such military or naval forces.” I have to inform 
the senate that, in consequence of the declaration of 
Mexico communicated to this government, and by 
me laid before congress at the opening of its present 
S€ssion, announcing the determination of Mexico to 
regard asa declaration of war against her by the 
United States the definitive ratification of any treaty 
with Texas annexing the territory of that republic 


as follows:] — 


You will take prompt measures, in the frst in- | 


stance by a confidential officer, and subsequently by 
the ordinary mail or special expresses, as you may 
' deem necessary, to put yourself in communication 
with the president of ‘Texas, in order to inform him 
of your present position and force, and to learn and 
to transmit to this office (all confidentially) whether 
any and what external dangers may threaten that go- 


to exist, and appear to be imminent, you will col- 
lect and march the forces above indicated to the Sa 
bine river, but not proceed beyond the frontier with- 
out further instructions, keeping in readiness, in the 
case supposed, all necessary means of transporta- 
tion, as well as ample stores of subsistence and am- 
munition. 

By these instructions it is not meant to impress 
upon your mind the belief that the government ap- 
prehend hostility with any foreign power. ‘They are 


spection and atiention to the condition of your force. 
I repeat the injunction of confidence, and the full 
reliance reposed in your judgment and prudence by 
the government. 

l write under the instructions of the war depart 
ment, in consultation with the general-in-chief. 

{ am, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t., 

R. JONES, adjutant general. 
Brevet Brg. Gen. Z. Tayvor, 
Commanding Ist Mil. Dep., Fort Jessup, La. 


The other documents are from the navy depart- 
ment, and are as follows; 





\ 
' 
| 


vernment or its people. Should such danger be found | 





given to you for the purpose of enjoining circum- | 


That inthe bold and lofty phrase of the} the public peace, by reconciling Mexico, through a|to the West Indies, and report to Com. Conner for 
latter statesman, “‘it is the Jast struggle for Ameri-| liberal course of policy, to the treaty. 


orders. 
[Confidential.] 
Navy Department, April 15, 1844. 

Sin: A treaty of annexation has been negotiated 
| between the United States and the republic of Texas, 
and will be immediately submitted to the senate of 
the United States, now in session, for its advice and 
consent. 


| Daring the interval which will necessarily oecur 


before the treaty is ratified or rejected, it is the part of 


| prudence to guard against any aggression on our com- 
ferson barracks (Missouri) to Fort Jessup, where | 


merce or the rights of our citizens, which may be 
attempted by any foreign government, or by persons 
\claiming to act under its authority. You will there- 
fore concentrate the vessels under your command.— 
The Vandalia, commanded by Commander Chaun- 
cey, and the Falmouth, Cammander Sands, will 
without delay be ordered to join you, touching at 
Pensacola, and you will leave at that place the ne- 
cessary orders. ‘They willsail from Norfolk so soon 
| as some small repairs can be made. 

You will, in your discretion, employ the vessels 
‘composing your squadron in cruising in the Gulf of 
|Mexico, so as to communicate frequently with Gal- 
'veston; and occasionally show yourself at or before 

Vera Cruz, with such deviations to other parts of 
'your cruising grounds as in your judgment may be 
best calculated to effeet the objects of your general 
and special instructions. 

You will be cautious in committing no violation of 
the rights of others, but resistand punish aggressions 
/on ours. If, while the question of ratification is pend- 
ing, an armed force shall threaten an invasion of 
|Texas, you will remonstrate with the commanding 
|officer, and you will accompany your remonstrance 
with the assurance that the president of the United 
States will regard the execution of such a hostile 
purpose towards Texas, under such circumstances, 
as evincing a most unfriendly spirit towards the U. 

States; and which, in the event of the treaty’s rati- 
fication, must lead to actual hostilities with this coun- 
try. 

If you observe any preparations for such an inva- 
sion, you will without delay communicate the infor- 
mation to this department, that the president may 
submit the same to congress. 

You will communicate, as often as occasion may 
present itself, with the charge d’affuirs of the Unit- 
ed States at Texas, and make your despatches to the 
department as frequent as opportunities may offer. 

I am, very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t., 
J. Y¥. MASON. 





Commodore Davin Conner, 
Commanding home squadron, Pensacola, 
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Navy Department, April 19, 1844. 


| Previous to sailing you will transmit to the depart- 


Si: You will be pleased to afford a passage to ment a complete muster-roll of your officers and 


Vera Cruz, in one of the vessels of the home squa- 
dron, to G. L. Thompson, Esq., engineer in chief, U. 
S. navy, and direct the commander of the vessel to your family and friends, I am respectfully, your obe- 
wait at that port fifteen or twenty days for his re- dient servant, * 
turn. from the interior, and then. convey him back to | 


a port in the United States. 


If Colonel Thompson should not be ready to re- | 
turn while the vessel which carries him can waitfor, ~~ 
him, you will give him a return passage in any ves- 


sel of your squadron which may be at Vera Cruz 
when he is ready to return. 
yours, 
Commodore Davin Conner, 
Commanding home squadron, Pensacola. 


J. Y¥. MASON. 


U.S. sure Poromac, Apri! 24, 1844. 
Sir: | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your confidential order of the 15th instant. Such 
measures shall be taken, without loss of time, as may 
be necessary 40 comply with its directions. 
Respectfully your obedient servant, 
Hon. Jonn Y. Mason, secretary of the navy. 


Navy Department, April 27, 1844. 


Sir: You will proceed to Baltimore with the Unit-| 


ed States steamer Union, and there remain until you 
can take in your coals, allowing the citizens of that 
place an opportunity to visit the vessel. You will 
then repair to Norfolk and report toCommodore W. 
C. Bolton, port captain, for the purpose of taking on 
board a sufficient number of men to make up your 
compliment. ‘Thence you will proceed to Pensaco- 
Ja, and report to Commodore Conner, commanding 
the home squadron, for further orders, as forming 
a purt of the forces under his command. Should 
Commodore Conner not be at Pensacola on your ar- 
rival, you will take any despatches which may be 
there for him, and convey them to him with the least 
practicable delay. 

Prevously to leaving Norfolk you will transmit to 


the department a.complete muster-roll of your offi- | 


cers and crew, and a list of officers separately. 
I am, respectfully, yours, J. ¥. MASON. 
Lieutenant Henry A. Bett, 
Commanding U. S. steamer Union, Washington. 


Navy Deparment, May 4, [844. 

Sir: The Hon. Wilson Shannon, our minister to 
Mexico, will be at New Orleans between the 20th 
and 25th instants. 

After touching at Pensacola to obtain such des- 
patches as may be there for Commodore Conner, you 
will proceed with the steamer Union to N. Orleans, 
and there take on board Mr. Shannon, and William 
Crump, Esq.,charge d’affairs to the government of 
Chili, and convey them as speedily as practicable to 
Vera Cruz. After Janding them you will carry into 
effect the orders of the department addressed to you 
on the 27th ultimo, and such as you may receive 
from Commodore Conner. 

Governor Shannon has been requested to advise 
you on what day he will be at New Orleans. 

[ am, respectfully, yours, J. Y. MASON. 

Lieutenant H. H. Bext, 

Commanding U. S. stermer Union, Baliimore. 
Navy Department, May 10, 1844. 

Sir: The president of the United States having 
determined to send no minister at presentto Mexico, 
you wiil consider the order addressed to you on the 
4th instant, to proceed to New Orleans, as revoked. 

On your arrival at Pensacola you will carry out 
the instructions previously addressed to you. 

Iam, respectfully, yours, J. ¥. MASON. 

Lieutenant H. H. Bex, 

Commanding U. 8. steamer Union, Baltimore. 
Navy Department, May 13, 1844. 

Sin: When the United States ship Vandalia, under 
your command, shall be in all respects ready for sea, 
you will proceed in her to Port au Prince, in the is)- 
and of Hayti, to look after our commerce and the in- 
terests of our citizens, affording to them, should it 
be necessary, all the protection and assistance in 
your power. If there should be any commercial 
agent of the United States at that place you can ob- 
tain from him information that will be useful! for your 
guidance. 

You will remain at Port au Prince only so long as 
your presence there may be needed, of which you 
will be better able to judge after your arrival, and 
then proceed to Pensacola, where you will probably 
find orders from Commodore Conner, and carry them 
into execytion. Should you, however, find no orders 
at Pensacola from Commodore Conner, you will re- 
pair without delay to Vera Cruz and other places 
until you shall fallin with him, after which you will 
be governed by his instructions. 


I am, very respectfully, | 


eae and a list of officers separately. 


Wishing you a pleasant cruise and safe return to 


KY. MASON. 
Commodore Joun S.Cuauncry, 


Commanding U. S. ship Vandalia, Norfolk. 
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MR. PAKENHAM TO MR. CALHOUN. 
Washington, April 19, 1844. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has had 
the honor to receive the note which the honorable 
-Mr. Calhoun, secretary of state of the United States, 
was pleased yesterday to address to him, containing 
observations on a despatch from her majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretary of state for foreign affairs to the un- 
dersigned, of which the undersigned had the honor, 
at the request of the late secretary of state, Mr. Up- 
shur, to furnish a copy, for the more complete infor- 
mation of the government of the U. States. 

Mr. Calhoun at the same time announces to the 
undersigned, -by direction of the president, that a 
treaty has been concluded between the United States 
and ‘Texas for the annexation of Texas to this coun- 
try as a part of its territory, which treaty will be 
submitted without delay to the senate for its ap- 
proval. 

Mr. Calhoun further takes occasion to enter into 
explanations as to the motives which have induced 
the government of the United States to adopt their 
present policy with regard to Texas; aud he concludes 
by presenting certain remarks, founded on statis- 
tical information, in defence of the institution of sla- 
ve y as now established in a portion of this republic, 
and i proof of the necessity of taking measures for 
ils preservation. 

It is not the purpose of the undersigned in the pre- 
sent communication to enter into discussion with Mr. 
Calhoun respecting the project thus formally an 
nounced on the part of the government of the United 
States to annex Texas to the American Union—-that 











| 


duty will, if thought necessary, be fulfilled by higher | 


authority—still less is the undersigned disposed to 


trespass on Mr. Calhoun’s attention by offering any | 


remarks upon the subject of slavery, as expounded 
in Mr. Calhoun’s note. That note will be transmit- 
ted to her majesty’s government by the earliest op- 
portunity; and with this intimation the undersigned 
would for the present content himself, were it not 
for the painful impression created on his mind by 
observing that the government of the United States, 
so far from appreciating at their just value the ex- 
planations furnished by her majesty’s government in 
a spirit of frankness and good faith well caiculated 
to allay whatever anxiety this government might 
heve previously felt on the particular points to 
which those explanations have reference, appear to 


have found arguments in that communication in fa- | 


vor of the contemplated annexation of Texas—thus. 
as it were, assigning to the British government some 
share in the responsibility of a transaction which can 
hardly fail to be 
Most s@ious objection. 

Ajl such responsibility the undersigned begs leave, 
inthe name of her majesty’s government, at once 
and most positively to disclaim. Whatever may be 
the consequences of that transaction, the British go- 
vernment will look forward without anxiety to the 
judgment which will thereon be passed by the civi- 
lized world, in as far as shall apply to any. provoca- 

tion furnished by England for the adoption of such 
a measure. 

With the political independence of Texas not only 
has Great Britain disavowed all intention to inter- 
fere, but it is a well known fact that her most zeal- 
ous exertions have been directed towards the comple- 
tion of that independence, by obtaining its acknuow- 
ment at the hands of the only power by which it was 
seriously disputed. 

Great Britain has also formally disclaimed the de- 
sire to establish in Texas any dominant influence; 
and, with respect to slavery, she is not conscious of 
having acted in a sense to cause just alarm to the 
United States. 

From the avowed desire of Great Britain to see 
slavery abolished in Texas, it is inferred by the go-. 
vernment of the United States that England is en- 
deavoring, through her diplomacy, to make the abo- 
lition of slavery @ Condition to the acknowledgment 
of the indepe: cence of Texas by Mexico. If Mr. 
Calhoun will have che goodness to refer once mure 
io the copy of Lord Aberdeen’s despatch, which lies 
before him, he wall find the following exposition of 


| the intentions of Great Britain on this point, which 


viewed in many quarters with the | 








the undersigned flattered himself would. have been 
sufficient to forbid any such mference: ‘With regard 
to Texas, we avow that we wish to see slavery abo- 
lished there, as elsewhere; and we should rejoice if 
the recognition of that country by the Mexican go- 
vernment should be accompanied by an engagement 
on the part of Texas to abolish slavery eventually 
and under proper conditions, throughout the repub- 
lic. But, although we earnestly desire and fee} jt 
to be our duty to promote such a consummation, we 
shall not interfere unduly, or with an improper as. 
sumption of authority, with either party” (either 
Mexico or Texas) ‘in order to ensure the adoption 
of such aco.rse. We shall counsel, but we shall 
not seek to compe! or unduly control either party,— 
So far as Great Britain is concerned, provided other 
{states act with equal forbearance, those govern- 
ments will be fully at liberty to make their own 
unfettered arrangements with each other, both in 
regard to the abolition of slavery and to all other 
points.” 

The undersigned takes advantage of this opportu. 
nity to renew to the hon. Mr. Calhoun the assurance 
of his high consideration. Rh. PAKENHAM. 

Hon. J. C. Calhoun, &e. 

MR. CALHOUN TO MR. PAKENHAM. 
Department of state, Washington, April 27, 1844. 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the answer which the right hon. Mr. Pakenham, en- 
voy entraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
her Britannic majesty, was pleased to make to his 
note of the 18th imstant, relating to the despatch 
|of Lord Aberdeen, of which a copy was left with 
| the late secretary of state, Mr. Upshur, by his re- 
quest. 

He regrets that Mr. Pakenham has fallen inte an 
error in supposing that the undersigned intended, by 
| introducing the statistical facts in reference to the 
|comparative condition of the African race in the 
states of this Union where slavery has been abo- 
lished and where it is sill retained, with the accom- 
panying remarks, was ‘to expound the subject of 
| slavery,” and to ‘defend it as it exisis in the United 
| States.” 


| Jf Mr. Pakenham will have the goodness to recur 





' to the note of the undersizned, he will find, on a re- 
| perusal, that his intention in introducing the details, 
instead of being that which he attributes to him, was 
to correct what the undersigned believed to be a 
| misconception on the part of her majesty’s govern- 
|ment, as set forth in Lord Aberdeen’s despateh.— 
His lordship seems to be of the impression that the 
objection of the United States was not to the policy 
of Great Britain in reierence to abolition, as avowed 
i; by him, but to the means which might be resorted to 
| for its accomplishment; and that if slavery should 
| be abolished in te United States. by the influence 
| and exertions of Great Britain, without using what 
| he is pleased to call ‘secret’? or “undue means,” it 

would be an act of humanity to the African race, 
| and in its consequences would neither ‘disturb the 





| internal tranquillity of the states” where it exists, 

nor “affect the prosperity of the Union.” The ob- 
| ject of the undersigned in introducing the statistical 
‘information referred to was to correct this errone- 
ous impression, by showing, from facts drawn from 
unquestionable sougces, that the condition of the 
African race in the states which had abolished sla- 
very was far worse than in those which had not; and 
that of course Great Britain could not consummate 
in the United States what she avows to be the object 
of her policy and constant exertions to elect through- 
out the world, without rendering the condition of the 
African race in the slaveholding states much worse 
than it is, and disturbing their ‘internal tranquillity 
and the prosperity of the Union.” 

That such was the imte:tion of the undersigned he 
hopes will be evident to Mr. Pakenham on a reperu- 
sal of his note; and not, as he supposes, to ‘expound 
the subject of slavery,” or to ‘‘defend it as it exists 
in the United States.”? He is the more selicilous to 
correct the error into which Mr. Pakenham has fallen 
in this particular, because the intention which he 
attributes to the undersigned would be incompatible 
with the principle which regulates the United States 
in their intercourse with the rest of the world; that 
is, to leave all other countries, without interference 
on their part, to regulate their own internal relations 
and concerns as {o each other may seem best, with- 
out permitting any to interfere with theirs. He 
could not, consistently with this well established prin- 
ciple of their policy, permit any question belonging 


any of the states of this Union to be brought into 
controversy between this and any foreign govern- 
ment whatever. 

The undersigned regrets that Mr. Pakenham sho Id 
entertain the impression that the government of “th 











exclusively to the internal relations or concerns of 
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United States did not appreciate at their full value 
the explanations of her majesty’s government on the 
subject of its policy in reference to Texas. He 
would repeat, what he had supposed had been ex- 
licitly stated in his note to Mr. Pakenham, the as- 
surance that this government fully appreciate the 
spirit of frankness and good faith in which explana- 
tions were furnished. If they have failed to allay 
the anxiety which it had previously felt on the sub- 
‘ect to which they referred, it was because they 


were accompanied by an avowal on the part of her| consideration. R. PAKENHAM. 
majesty’s government, In reference to the abolition a 
of slavery generally, and to Texas in particular, cade) nmny army une eranar, 
culated to defeat the object which the explanations MR. WEBSTER’S SPEECIL AT FANEUIL 


were intended to effect. It was not possible for the 
president to hear with indifference the avowal of a 
oliey so hostile in its character and danverous in its 
tendency to the domestic institutions of so many 
states of this Union, and prosperity of the whole,— 
Nor could he abstain from declaring his regret at 
the avowal, consistently with that frankness and 
sincerity which have characterised the conduct of 
this government in ils intercourse with other coun- 
tries. 

The United States, in concluding the treaty of an- 
nexation with Texas, are not disposed to shun any 
responsibility which may fairly attach to them on 
account of the transaction. The measure was adopt- 
ed with the mutual consent and for the mutual and 
permanent welfare of the two countries interested. 
It was made necessary in order to preserve domestic 
institutions placed under the guaranty of their re- 
spective constitutions, and deemed essential to their | 
safety and prosperity. 

Whether Great Britain has the right, according to 
the principles of international law, to interfere with 
the domestic institutions of either country, be her 
motives or means what they may; or whether the! 
avowal of such a policy, and the exertions she has 
made fo consummate it in ‘Texas, do not justify both 
countries in adopting the most effective measures to 
prevent it, are questions which the United States wil- 
lingly leave to the decision of a civilized world.— | 
They confidently rest the appeal on the solid founda- | 
tion that every country is the rightful and exclusive 
judge as to what should be the relations, social, ci- | 
vil, and political, between those who compose its po- 
pulation; and that no other country, under te plea of 
humanity or other motive, has any right whatever to 
interfere with its decision. On this foundation rests 
the peace and the harmony of the world. 





The undersigned has again referred, in conformity 
with the request of Mr. Pakenham, to the portion of 
Lord Aberdeen’s despatch to which he has pointed | 
his attention, with the view of rebutting the infer- 
ence of the president that Great Britain has endea- 
vored, through her deplomacy, to effect the abolition 
of slavery in Texas, by making it one of the condi. | 
tions on which Mexico should acknowledge her inde- | 
pendence. He is constrained to say, on a careful re- 
perusal, that he can discover nothing in it calculated 
in any degree to weaken the inference of the presi- 
dent. His lordship avows that Great Britain wishes 
to see slavery abolished in Texas; that she would re- 
joice if the recognition of that country by the Mexi-| 
can government should be accompanied by an en- 
gagement on the part of Texas to do so, and that she 
feels it to be her duty to promote such a consumma- 
tion. If to these emphatic declarations the fact be 
added, that Great Britain, at the very time they were 
made, was engaged in negutiating with the Mexican 
government, in order to obtain from it a recognition 
of the independence of Texas, and that she declined 
to unite with France and the United States ina joint 
effort for that purpose, it is surely nota forced or 
unfair inference to conclude, without calling in the 
aid of other evidence, that she used, in conducting it, 
al] the legitimate means of diplomacy, backed by her 
great influence, to elfect an object in the accomplish- | 
ment of which she acknowledges she took so deep an | 
interest, and to which she obviously attached so much | 
importance. Nor does the undersigned regard the | 
declarations of Lord Aberdeen, that Great Britain | 
would not interfere unduly, or with any improper | 
assumption of authority, that she will counsel, but | 
not seek to compel or unduly control either party, as | 
in any degree weakening the inference of the presi- 
dent; nor does he consider the remarks of Mr. Pa- 
kenham as a denial of its truth. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 
renew to Mr. Pakenham the assurances of his distin- 
guished consideration. J. C. CALHOUN. 


' 
| 


} Washington: April 30, 1844. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has had 
the honor to receive the note which the Hon. John C 


the {Sth instant, in answer to Mr. Calhoun’s note of 
the day preceding, relating to the despatch of the 
earl of Aberdeen, of which a copy was delivered to 
quest. 


have been transmitted, by the undersigned, for the 
information of her majesty’s government. * 


to renew to Mr. Calhoun the assurance of his high 


cradle of Liberty,” to receive the report of the dele- 


,men spoke with great animation and eflect—resolu- 


the closing part, as follows: 


eloquence of the land were there. 
'thusiasm, yet the most perfect order, pervaded the 


| ‘*‘Amen.” 


the late secretary of state, Mr. Upshur, at his re- 


Mr. Calhoun’s notes of the above mentioned dates 


The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity 








HALL. 





On the 10th instant there was an immense gather- 
ing of the whigs of Boston, at Faneuil Hall, ‘the old | 





gates to the Baltimore convention. Several gentle- 


tions were adopted unanimously responding to the | 
nominations at Baltimore for president and vice pre- | 
sident. 

Jonathan Chapman, esq. delegate from Boston, de- | 
livered a speech, of which we have only room for 


“Such was the issue of the nominating convention. 
And now, would that I had time to speak, as it de- 
serves, of the convention of ratification. It was a 
mighty and noble gathering. The intellect and the 
The highest en- 


whole. Woman, too, looked on with her bright smile 


of encouragement—and upon any cause which stirs | 
her heart, | fear not to ask the blessing of Heaven. | 
? 


Upon the spacious grounds assigned for the conven- 
tion, there was an assembly of men, to make one feel 
prouder than ever of his native country. And when 
the namesof our candidates were proclaimed in their 
ears, the very heavens resounded with one loud 


There was but one other feature to ask for in that 
scene, to make it perfect, and that feature was not 
wanting. There stood the gallant son of Kentucky, 
upon the elevation to which the united hearts and 
voices of admiring myriads had raised him. The good 
and the great were around him, but where was Mas- 
sachusetts? Where was New England’s champion? 
Fellow citizens, he was there. Atthe sound of his 
country’s call, he sprang to the side of him who was 
his country’s choice. His hand was outstretelied 
with a true New England grasp, The piedge of a 
noble union was sealed. | beheld Kentucky and 
Massachusetts—the North and the South—the Ejust 
and the West—hand locked in hand, heart joined 
with heart, and bidding defiance to the world. 

“Fellow citizens, my story is told. Would that IT 
could have dune it better justice. But the cause, 
never mind—the cause is every thing. Our bark is 
now fairly launched, and freighted, as I believe, with 
the hopes of the country. Every where is kindled 


that true enthusiasm, which must lead on to success. 


Abroad there is but one sentiment and one voice. 


And here at home, if there have ever been any differ- | 


ences, or any shadows of disagreement, they have 


. 


fled before the bright sun that has now risen upon 


our hopes. Rejoice, then, fellow citizens of Massa- 


of the whig party. But nevertheless I have great 
pleasure in being present here to-night, and in acting 
on the true theatre of Massachusetts, and before an 
assembly of her sons, the same part I was willing to 
perform before an assembly of representatives from 
the whigs of all the country. (Applause.) 

Gentlemen, I think there can be no doubt that the 
proceedings of the Baltimore Convention were such 
as. in both their great results, both do, and Ought to 
gratify the whigs of the whale country. (Applause.) 

In regard to the nomination for the first office, the 
convention had nothing—or, at least, but litthe—else 
to do, than to give utterance to the general, I may 
say universal, feeling which had taken possession of 
the public mind. It was not necessary for any 
one there, neither is it necessary for me, here, to en- 
large in the discucsion of the propriety of that nomi- 
nation. 

I do not come among you to-night to extol the chae 
racter of the gentleman who has been selected as the 
whig candidate for president. I have already said 
that the nomination meets my entire and hearty ap- 
probation. [Cheers.] I come neither 
“to bury Cawsar. nor to praise him!” 

To praise, to commend Henry Clay! For me, who 
have spoken so often, here and elsewhere, my opinion 
of the merits of him whom the whigs have selected 
as their candidate without—so far as my knowledge 
extends—a dissenting voice, for me to praise him 
were indeed 

“Wastefil and ridiculous excess.” 
And as to burying him, gentlemen however appro- 





priate that may be to those who are his competitors, 
it is very inappropriate to him. 


y (Great laughter and 
cheering.) 

I concur with equally sincere gratification, gentle- 
men, with the nomination for vice president. (Ap- 
plause.) I hardly dare venture to speak of the gen- 
tleman named for this office, because, besides my 
great respect for him as a public man, besides my 
high regard for his publie virtues and public services, 


‘I cherish a particular, | may say an affectionate, es- 
‘teem for the loveliness of his private character, fer all 


those virtues which adorn his private life. (Cheers. ) 

Gentlemen, our candidates are now befvre us.— 
They are before us, under auspices of perfect union, 
so far as I know, and the only question which re- 
mains for us to consider is, whether by an effort of 
ours—a reasonable and judicious elfort—we can elect 
them. 

With regard to the nomination of vice president, it 
has the entire concurrence of the party. No doubt 
| Massachusetts would have been gratified, if the gen- 
tleman whose name she sent to the convention had 
been chosen, and if the good of the cause had allowed 
that body, in its conscience and discretion, to select 
the gentleman whom this state had recommended.— 


| But, as has been remarked, there were several can- 


didates; and for one L can only say, that thev all were 
worthy, and that whoever had been selected would 
have received my hearty support. But I will say 
further of Mr. Davis, (great cheering), that 1 have 
been long acquainted with him in the public service 
in congress, as well when a member of the house of 
representatives, a5 afterwards in the senate; and it is 
| with great pleasure that | now, as at all times, bear 
cheerful testimony to the merit of his services. (Much 
applause. ) 


. ; do not mean, gentlemen, to derogate in the slicht- 
chusetts and New England, for | I nean, gent men, t ga ight 
est degree, from his merit in other respects, when [ 


Made glorious summer by this son of ours, 
And ail the clouds that lowered upon our house, 
In the deep bosoin of the ocean buried.” y 
Mr. Chapman’s speech having been concluded, a 
' ) 
general call was made for Daniel Webster, who ac- 
cordingly mounted the rostrum, and was greeted with 
e mos siastic applause; long-continued shouts 
the most enthusiastic applause; long-continued shouts, 
the waving of*lhats by the men, and of handkerchiefs 
by the ladies in the galleries. It was not for many 
minutes that the voice of Mr. Webster could be heard; 
but when silence was restored, he addressed the meet- 
ing as follows— 
Gentlemen, Friends, and Fellow Citizens: 


“Now is the winter of our discontent | 
| 
] 


When I! was invited some ten or fifteen days ago, | 


to be present at this meeting, called for the purpose 
of giving a response to the nominations to be made by 
the National Convention at Baltimore, [ accepted the 
invitation with pleasure, not having then any idea of° 
being at Baltimore myself. But it so happened that 
afterwards |] did attend the Ratifyinmg Convention in 
that place, and if by my presence there | gave any 
satisfaction to the universal whig mind throughout 
the country, 1am much more than paid for my at- 
tendance. (Cheers.) 

I had an opportunity on that occasion of expressing 
to the representatives of all the whigs of the country, 
my entire and hearty concurrence in the resuls of the 





Callioun, secretary of state of the United States, was 


great, wise and patriotic convention there assembled, 


Pleased to address to the undersigned on the 27th of| from all parts of the land, to select candidates to the 


this month, in reply to the note of the undersigned of! two chief offices of the government, for the support 


mention two particnlar subjects in which we fee] great 
interest, and in which we are greatly indebted to him, 

And first,a matterin which the people of this com- 
monwealth feel an especial interest; | mean the just 
claim of Massachusetts upon the general government, 
growing out of the war with Great Britaiu. Itis now 
eightesn or twenty years since Mr. Davis mastered 
'this subject in all its bearings, and he has had much 
| to do in carrying our claim through the senate, till its 
acknowledgement by that body, as being in accord- 
ance with the policy of our government and the prin- 

ciples of law. 
| But there is a higher and more general ground on 
which he should be esteemed. In my opinion, hardly 
any man in the country, during the last twenty years, 
-has done more to protect our home industry, to pro- 
i tect the work of our citizens, and the labor of our 
/ countrymen, than John Davis, (Cheers.) Both in the 
house and senate his conduct was always uniform, his 
arguments able; his course favorable to the advance- 
‘ment of that cause. And heisas much entitled as any 
man, within my knowledge, to the praise of being an 
able and zealous friend to American industry. (Much 
cheering. ) 

I say nothing of the other candidates presented to 
the convention. It is enough that the selection was 
made after fair discussion, and ina friendly spirit.— 
The resuit was one tnwhich all good whigs cordially 
unite, and if Frelinghuysen is not elected on the same 
ticket with Clay, it will be because the whigs have 


| 
| 
| 















































































204 


———___-__-—~- 


NILES* NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 25, 1844—CONGRESSIONAL. 








ee ee, 





not the power—which we all believe they have—to, one of society’s greatest agents for good or for evil. 
acco plish the end they have proposed to attain. j At addresses mankind daily. Not a valley nor a 
Now, gentlemen, our candidates being before the! mountainside, not a village nor a hamlet, not a home 
people, the question naturally comes up, wnat are we nor a man, but has its happiness, its knowledge. its 
to do? The fieldis open—the career is before us.— | moral sentiment, | may say, more or less affected by 
What remains for us to do, in order to accomplish our! the press. And while I would not diminish the re- 
own wishes and the desire of our whole party? sponsibility resting upon its conductors, lam willing 
Gentlemen, the first pledge of our coming success | to accord to their duties, well performed, my entire 
is our own union. A union of purpose, a union of meed of approbation. I wish to see no diminution 
action, such as but once before existed, since the ter-| in the zeal, no flagging in the ardent exhortation of 
mination of Mr. Adams’ administration. the whig press of the country. I may say that 1 wish 
{Here there was some disturbance in the hall, ow-| to see even more argument, more reason, more ra- 
ing to the density with which the people were packed tional persuasion in its columns; because I do believe, 
together, and Mr. Park said that if each one of the au-| and I candidly avow my opinion, that many honest 
dience would take care to keep still himself, without men in the country rank themselves among oyr op- 
regarding his neighbor, every thing would go on plea-| ponents through ignorance, or misrepresentation of 
santly and every one would be able to hear. Mr.| our principles, Our great want has been to reach 
Webster rejoined—“that, sir, is what I believe would | the mind—to touch the intellect of these, and this can 
be called se/f-government.” After the laugh caused by | best be done through a well-regulated press. 
this sally had subsided, Mr. W. went on.] My purpose now, as I have said, is to offer some 
Next, gentlemen, to the good omen we have in this | few practical suggestions on the state of our country 
our own union, is that which is nearly as advantage- and party. One leading fact which addresses itself 
ous for us, though notso good for our adversaries—the | to the mind in the connection I have been pursuing, 
notorious disunion in their ranks. It is quite certain | is thatin our New England there are not only many 
that the party opposed tous is broken into fragments, | cities, towns, and villages, which are centres of gene- 
and undecided which way to look. But we may not! ral information, but many hamlets removed from the 
rely too much on this discord of theirs. They have; spere of its influence. I submit it to every man at 
among them strong principles of cohesion, and we | all acquainted with the country, whether this is not 
do not know what glue and putty and sodder may do/| true. In the cities and large towns, where papers are 
to bring the party together again. (Laughter.) daily printed, and received by every mail, from all 
I am happy to say that during my political life, I) quarters of the country; where one man meets another 
have known no time when the great principles of the | and interchanges intelligence with his neighbor every 
whig party, which | consider the cardinal principles | hour, there you will find forty-five out of every fifty 
of good government, were so generally received by | of such cities, towns end villages, to be whig. (Loud 
whigs in all parts of the country as they now are.—/ cheers.) But along the mountain sides, in the re- 
(Applause.) I will allude to but one of these—a just | mote glens and recesses of civilization, where a man 
and reasonable protection of American industry in| has access to, and reads but one newspaper, adher- 
raising a revenue; in other words, a tariff. (Great ing to one school of polities, what can we expect 
cheering.) | from such a man but entire acquiescence in that | 
Now, gentlemen, I feel much respect for the whigs | schoo}, and determined aversion to all others? 
of the south, for the nationality of sentiment they| Now, my friends,I say here, as I said at Baltimore, 











I think the country is now returning from this 


trine. Certainly no one now pretends to walk in th 
footsteps of general Jackson, with his own rigs . 
strides, (Jaughter and cheers,) and I therefore a 
to the belief, that we are coming back to a just “thay 
of the various relations of government, an{ to a ine 
sonable consideration of its powers and duties. (M 18 
applause.) But I will pursue this point no farther 
The whigs have selected their candidates and “ 
sented them to the people. The principles they og 
fess and will maintain, are consistent with those tke 
the whig party has maintained up to the present time 
And what change do we want in those principles 
We see under their influence when they are carried 
out, all the interests of the country springing up fres} 
and budding like the shrubs and the plants and the 
flowers, under the genial ministry of spring, puttin 
forth their shoots luxuriantly, and bearing abundan 
fruit. What need, therefore, of change from these 
principles and these effects? Why not continue to 
support such principles and enjoy such fruits undis. 
turbed by new agitations—unseduced by novel eXpe- 
riments? (Cheers. ) 
As I have said, we can elect both our candidates 
(Vociferous applause.) It is not in the chapter of 
probabilities, hardly in that of accidents, that the 
can be beaten. Whether the one or the other of the 
gentlemen spoken of as opposing candidates shall ruy 
against us, or whether they shall all unite in a joint 
team, that team is sure of defeat. (Cheers.) Let ys 
rejoice, then, in the prospect before us. Blessed by 
Providence with personal good health, with prosperity 
in business, with bright hopes for the laboring and in- 
dustrial classes, and with a certainty of success jn 
the political contest to come—I beg to ask what js 
there which should not inspire us with joy? 
Gentlemen, | wish once more, on this public occa 
sion, tosignify my hearty concurrence in all the pro- 
ceedings of the Baltimore Convention. (Enthusiastic 
applause.) And IJ pledge myself, my character, to 


dor. 











have manifested upon this point. 1 esteem them for | we must make ourselves missionaries. We must carry | 
bursting the shackles of local prejudices, for their) light into dark places. (Cheers.) We must raise our | 
broad and general feeling for the interests of the! voices and expound our principles; we must diffuse | 
whole eountry, which does them infinite honor and | knowledge among those who are not so favored as | 
greatly promotes our advantages. I honor such men lourse!ves. And for this end, there is no more advan- | 
as Barrier, (cheers,) Mangum, (cheers,) Archer,! tageous means than public addresses and meetings | 
(cheers,) and others, who, livingin a very different) throughout the whole country. Itis of the highest | 
state of society from ours—born and bred in an at- importance to meet men in their own localities; be- | 
mosphere, shall I say perfumed with the odor of dif- | cause an invitation to attend a public address will al- | 
ferent doctrines from those which we cherish, have | ways attract more or less of those opposed in senti- | 
acknowledged, and agreed to, the great doctrine that | ment to the speaker, and there is ever some chance, | 
protection to the labor of the country is a political) that truth spoken, or new views presented, may | 
axiom of the highest importance. change Such hearers from their erroneous to a correct | 
But I will not dilate upon this topic, becausea just! opinion. And therefore, | say that it is not sufficient | 
appreciation of this doctrine is now rapidly spreading | for us to only hold great conventions, but we must go | 
over all the land—from east to west, from north to| abroad amongst the people, we must endeavor to con- | 
south; because I feel that all attempts to agitate the! vince the unconvinced; to argue eonclusively and per- | 
subject, with a view to reverse the general sentiment 'suasively against error; and to bring our neighbors | 
upon it, will utterly fail; and because | entertain the; into an adherence to those great principles of govern- 
confident hope, may | not say belief, that the present} ment and political action, on which we think the pre- 
congress, when it shall see fit to rise, will leave the | servation of the country and constitution depend.— 
subject undisturbed. (Applause.) Gentlemen, there is a power in truth— | 
Gentlemen, the men we have selected for our can-| there is a power in truth—which under the most in- | 
didates, are before the people. Their names we have | auspicious circun.stances, finally works itself out, 
submitted to the publie for support or rejection. And ‘and makes itself acknowledged. 
what is it that it becomes us to do as disinterested and Fellow-citizens, in my opinion, the great principles 
patriotic members of this great confederacy? Clearly | of the federal constitution and the real interests of the | 
to support the men we have chosen as fit to carry out| country received a shock sixteen years ago, in the | 
our principles, with our hearts and our hands—to | election of general Jackson to the presidency, from 
slacken not our efforts till we see the day—which we} which it is but just recovering. (Great cheering.) 
confidently beleive will arrive—when the people of| It ishardly too much to say that he caused a revolu- | 
the whole country shall ratify the nominations just) tion. 


(Renewed applause,)—J do notso mean in the | 
made -by their representatives. [Tremendous ap-| strict sense of the word,—but I do mean to say that | 
plause. | 


by the strength of his determination, by the force of | 
But more particularly, what are we todo? It has 
ever been my aim, if 1 could, to address myself on 


his iron will which would submit to no counsel, by the 
public occasions to the promotion of some particular 


| principles he carried into his cabinet, by the opiniuns 
good purpose; and if the time has ever existed when 


-to which he adhered and on which he acted—pretty 
much in defiance of law and the constitution—he did 

j was supposed to speak but for this, I trust it has 

gone by. I wish to make my system of thought and 


much to unhinge the liberty and destroy the well be- 
ing of the republic. His doctrines tended directly to 
of action conducive to the great public good, and, so 
fur as in me lies, I shall always endeavor so to do. 


the subversion of all free government. He pronounc- 
And I hope the few more remarks, of a practical na- 


ed distinetly that he was the only representative of 
the whole American people. Where did he learn that 

ture, which | have to offer, will not be considered as 

opposed to this spirit. 


doctrine? 
The constitution speaks of no sole representative of 
Qur candidates are before us. The principles of 
the contending parties are well known to the people, 


/the people—it speaks of the president as no represen- 
tative at all. The people choose their representatives 
and it remains for the people, but more particularly | themselves by states and in districts; our whole fabric 
for the young men—the active and intelligent young | of government is a limited system, and when any one 
men of the country—to take their part in the work | man takes it upon himself to say that he is the whole 
which is to be done. [Cheers.] representation of the people, he means just what gen. 
There are two agencies to be invoked; the intelli-| Jackson did. And what did he mean? I will not say 
gent young men of the country, and an intelligent and | he did aot mean to govern well—as he understood the 
honest press. The battle is with them, and theirs} matter (laughter)——but he meant to govern at any 
shall be the honor and the glory of the conquest. rate. No will but his own should have any effect. 
The press! Who is there at the present day met Phis was his idea, and while the constitution speaks 
does not regard it as the great lever of the human} of checks and balances, his idea, his understanding‘ 
mind? For mysélf, | honor the press. | honor all its} was that his single department of government em- 
honest and conscientious conductors. J regard it as | braced and absorbed all the others, (Piaudits.) 























exert whatsoever influence | may possess to carry 
into effect the nominations of that body; to sustain the 
men who will uphold the principles of the whig par- 
ty—that party which I regard as the true American 
party of the revolution and for all coming ages—nay, 
which I look upon as holding in its hands all that 
makes us great at home, or respected by foreign na- 
tions, 

Mr. Webster sat down in the midst of plaudits as 
loud and long continued as those which hailed his ap- 
pearance on the stage. : 

Leverett Saltonstall, of Salem, the delegate to the 
Baltimore Convention from the second district, next 
addressed the meeting, in a few eloquent and impres- 
sive remarks, which elicited much enthusiastic feel- 
ing. 

He was followed by J. Thomas Stevenson, of Bos- 
ton, whose remarks were well-timed, and so eloquent 
that the hall rang with bursts of applause. He con- 
cluded by proposing the following resolution, which 
was adopted by acclamation. 

Resolved, That this Club acopt for its motto, the 
sentiment of our distinguished fellow citizen—‘‘our 
cause is just—our union is perfect.” 

The audience, after the conclusion of Mr. Steven- 
son’s remarks loudly called for ‘more speeches,” 
and gov. Parnes, of Vermont, was introduced by the 
presidentamuidst tumultuous cheers for the **Northern 
Star.” 

Governor Paine spoke as follows: 

Gentlemen—After a man has been regaled with 
the choicest flowers of eloquence, he 1s apt to loose 
all relish for simples, and therefore 1 shall limit my- 
self to a single remark. 


You all know the Star of the North and also know 


| where to look for it, and I can only assure you, that, 


so long as the polar star retains its place in the firma- 
ment, so Jong ycu may be assured of always finding 
Vermont true to whig principles. (Tremendous 
cheering, during which governor Paine resumed his 
seat.) And then the meeting adjourned with 

NINE CHEERS FOR CLAY AND FRELINGHUYSEN,— 
TWELVE CHEERS FOR Danie WessTER, and THRE? 
CHEERS FOR THE LADIES, 





TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION, 








SENATE. 

Taurspay, May 16. Mr. Evans presented a me- 
morial from Virginia against any change of the ta- 
riff. Also, one from Maine against the annexation 
of Texas. 

Mr. Buchanan, one from Washington county, Pa. 
against the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. Bates, a memorial from New Bedford, Mass. 
signed by more than nine hundred citizens, and about 
an equal number of each party. 
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Mr. Woodbury, 4 memorial from Worcester, coun- 
t Mass. in favor of the early immediate annexation 
’ 
Ot eevon John M. Niles. Mr. Jarnagin, from the 

lect committee appointed to investigate the capa- 
pt of Mr. Niles to take his seat, made a report 
bat the committee addressed a note to Mr. N. and 
obtained an interview with him, in which he cheer- 
fully gave them all required information. They say 
that he has been, and is at this time, laboring under 

hysical and mental debility, but ts not, in the tech- 
nical sense of the phrase, of unsound mind. A let- 
ter to Mr. Niles, from Dr. Brigham, (of the Utica 
Asylum) was also read, in which his physician 
urges, a8 a means of his entire recovery, that he 
should take his seat in the senate, and give his mind 
an hour or two of active exertion each day. 

The committee express a hope that the recom- 
mendation of Dr. B. may have the desired effect, 
and submit a resolution that no reasons exist why 
J. M. Niles should not be allowed to take his seat. 

The resolution was silently concurred in, and Mr. 
Niles was duly sworn as a senator of the U. States. 

The senate went into executive session on rela- 
tions with Texas, (Mr. Benton opening the debate, 
ina speech against it, see p. 199.) and thereafter ad- 
journed. ‘ 

May 17. Adjournment. After the presentation 
of petitions and the disposal of other unimportant 
matters, Mr. Evans called up the joint resolution 
fixing the 17th of June as the period for terminating 
the present session of congress. 

Mr. Morchead moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. The motion prevailed—yeas 21, nays 20. 

The remainder of the day was spent in executive 
session, on the Texas treaty. The senate adjourned. 


May 18.. Mr. Sturgeon, presented a memorial 
from citizens of Chambersburg, Pa., asking that 
Texas may be re-annexed to the U. States. 

Pensions. On motion of Mr. Bayard, the bill to 
consolidate and amend the acts inrelation to the 
pensions to the widows and orphans of certain na- 
val officers, was taken up. Mr. B. remarked that 
the object of this bill was to correct defects in for- 
mer acts and to properly consolidatethem. Inother 
bills there was aclass of cases provided for, such as 
giving pensions to those widows whose husbands had 
died of diseases contracted while in service, which 
had led to great abuses; for, although there could 
be no doubt that there were cases where disease 
was contracted inservice, yet the clause in ques- 
tion had led to so much difficulty and uncertainty, it 
was thought better by the committee to strike out 
altogether, and confine the provisions to cases only 
where persons were killed or died of a wound re- 
ceived in the line of his duties, or by reason of ca- 
sualty by drowning or otherwise, or injury received 
in the line of his duty. 
he could state a circumstances which came within 
his own knowledge, of a man that was a carpenter, 
who becoming too feeble to pursue his business was 
advised by his friends to go tosea to re-establish his 
health. ‘This man liad obtained the situation of car- 
penter on board of one of our vessels of war, and 
after being at sea some time found that instead of 
being restored to health the disease -was increased, 
and the consequence was that the invalid died, and 
his widow was now absolutely enjoying a pension, 
growing out of that very clause which the commit- 
tee found led to so much uncertainty and abuse. 

Mr. Jarnagin moved to amend the bill by inserting 
a clause to cover cases of diseases contracted while 
in theservice of the United States. He was per- 
suaded there were many of that kind calling as loud- 
ly for sympathy as those of any other. He felt ita 
duty therefore to move the amendment, and leave it 
to the senate to dispose of it. 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Jarnagin, it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Benton inquired if the bill was to consolidate 
the former pension acts? If so, it was asubject of 
some moment, and required serious consideration. 
Mr. B. desired to have some fixed system: he thought 
that the same which applied to the army should ap- 

ply alsoto the navy. ‘he matter, however, would 
require time and consideration. He had already on 
his mind alarge and absorbing subject, which would 
not allow him to go into the merits of another while 
that was pending, much less into the details. He 
had known, since he had had the honor of a seat in 
the senate, where the alteration of one word had 
been the means of taking millions from the treasu- 
ry, showing the caution that should be manifested in 
all matters connected with legislation. He thought 
the bill had better be postponed for the present. 

_On motion of Mr. Tappan, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed until Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate went into 
executive session; and when the doors were opened, 


sented a memorial from citizens of Ohio remonstra- 
ting against the annexation of Texas. 
presented a memorial from Ontario county, N. Y. 
remonstrating against the ratification of the treaty be- 
fore the senate. 
resolutions adopted in Charleston, S. C. in favor of 
immediate annexation. 
memorial from Pennsylvania in favor of annexation. 


Colt in reference to his sub-marine battery. 


Stam, who claims to have invented percussion caps 
now used by the government,-and for the use of 
which he has received no compensation. 
says the invention cost him time and money, and | and ordered to be engrossed. 
he looks to the government to receive a liberal re- 
muneration. 





May 20. Texas memorials. Mr. Tallmadge pre-; By Mr. Rives: The proceedings of a meeting of 
citizens of Wythe county, Virginia, in favor of the 
immediate annexation of Texas. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Kanawha coun- 
ty, Virginia, remonstrating against any interference 
with the present tariff. 

By Mr. Fairfield: From Moses Springer and 
others, citizens of Maine, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800. 

An act relating to the unlading of foreign mer- 
chandise on the right bank of the river Mississippi, 
opposite New Orleans, was read third time and 

assed. 

On motion of Mr. 'Evans:, the bill to provide for 
the payinent of the evidences of public debt in cer- 
tain cases, was taken up in committee of the whole 


Mr. Wright 


Mr. McDuffie presented a series of 
Mr. Buchanan presented a 


All these memorials were laid upon the table. 
Mr. Mangum presented a memorial from Samuel | 


Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from Joshua 





Mr. Stam 


Irmy reduction Bill. On motion of Mr. Barrow, 
, the senate took up the bill from the house providing 
Mr. McDuffie presented a memorial from 8S. C. for | for a reduction of the pay of officers of the army.— 
the reduction of duty on rail road iron. | A motion was made in faver of its indefinite post- 
Mr. Johnson of La. submitted a resolution which | ponement. The motion was opposed by Messrs. 
was adopted, asking the committee on commerce to McDuffie, Breese, Atherton, and Tappan. The bill was, 
inquire into the expediency of allowing salt impor- | however, postponed, ayes 25, noes 19. 
ted from abroad to be landed on the right bank of; The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the Mississippi, opposite to New Orleans. executive business, (Mr. Choate, of Mass., speaking 
Executive session. A large number of pension bills | against the ‘Texas treaty,) and after some time spent 
from the house, were passed, and several indefinite- | therein adjourned. 
ly postponed, after which the doors were closed and 
the Texas treaty brought forward for continued dis- 
cussion. Mr. Benton concluded his speech against | 
the treaty. 
The doors being reopened the senate adjourned. 
May 21. A report from the secretary of the navy| = fand claims. Mr. Dawson of La., got the floor and 
on the experiments made with Colt’s submarine bat-' moved that the committee of the whole be dischar- 
tery, was presented and referred to the committee | voq from the consideration of the bill referred by it, 
on naval affairs. in relation to land claims in Louisiana. 
Memorials presented and referred. By Mr. Choate: The late breach of privilege. Mr. Elmer of New 
From a number of teverend gentlemen and other Jersey addressed the speaker and claimed the atten- 


citizens of New York, praying the adoption of some tion of the house on a privileged question. He was 


fixed measures for the pacific adjustment of all in-! powever in favor of adopting a resolution of general 
ternational difficulties. 


Also, from citizens of New- | censure of the two gentlemen, and he offered a reso- 
buryport, Massachusetts, in favor of the immediate Jy tjon of the kind. 
annexation of Texas. my: | Mr. White of Ky., said he had hoped that no fur- 
By Mr. Buchanan: From citizens of Baltimore, nu-' «her initiatory steps would have been taken in this 
merously signed, asking congress to designate a day ‘case, but that gentlemen would have suffered it to 
for holding the election for president and vice presi- | rest yntil the committee had again reported, and it 
dent throughout the Union, stating their belief that had come regularly up. He reaffirmed the decla- 
such a measure was calculated to prevent frauds.— sation he had already made, that the report of the 
Mr. B. said he believed that the memorial had been oonimittee was full of errors. He had not had time 
signed without distinction of party. | One of 


'to expose all the errors in the report. 
By Mr. Breese: From Thomas C. Duncan and them he had brought to the notice of the house, 
other citizens of Illinois, in favor of the immediate 


TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Trurspay May 16. The house was called to or- 
iderat 11 o’clock, and the chaplain offered up a pray- 
er. 





As an evidence of this fact, | 


but the opportunity had not been allowed him to 
annexation of Texas and the ratification of the trea-' 
ty now before the senate. Mr. B. asked to have tlie 
memorial read, observing that it expressed the senti- 
ments of a large majority of the people of [inois. 
By Mr. Talimadge: From citizens of Ontario coun- 
ty, New York, remonstrating against the annexation 
of Texas. 
By Mr. Woodbury: From citizens of Hartford, 
Connecticut, very numerously signed, in favor of im- 
mediate annexation of Texas. 


Mr. W. said, as the | 
memorial] took a calm and dispassionate view of the | 


point out all that attracted his notice. He therefore 
ohiected to the consideration of the resolution of Mr. 
Elmer, or any proposition for deciding the case until 
the report and evidence were brought before the 
house in a corrected form, and had been examined. 
He wanted the ease decided on a full view of its 
merits and of all the facts. After speaking some 


‘time he withdrew the motion he had made when the 


subject was last up, to recommit the report. 
After some further irregular discussion, a motion 
was made to lay the whole subject on the table.— 


subject, he should like to have it read; which was |The yeas and nays were demanded and the motion 
done accordingly. | adopted—yeas 82, nays 73. 
Other memorials, either in favor of, or against an-| Land claims. Mr. Cross of Arkansas, reported a 
nexation were presented. ‘resolution, providing for discharging the committee 
Harbors, rivers, &c. The house bill making im-' of the whole from the consideration of a bill from 
provements of certain harbors and rivers, a bill re- | the senate, in relation to land clamis in Missouri, 
lating to unlading foreign merchandize on the right | Arkansas, and other states. 
bank of the Mississippi opposite New Orleans, and} Mr. C. Johnson opposed the resolution, and said 
house bill making appropriation for improving cer- | that it referred to a subject of great importance; in- 
tain western harbors and rivers were reported with- | asmuch as it involved the title to lands worth fifteen 
out amendment, from the committee on commerce | millions of dollars. 
with recommendations for their passage. wished it to be freely discussed which could not be 
Naval. Mr. Bayard, from naval committee, re-| done in committee of the whole. 
ported a bill providing for the establishment of a| After some remarks by Mr. White, Mr. Cross mod- 
naval school. | ified the resolution so as to make the bill the special 
The senate then proceeded to consider in execu- | order of the day for Thursday next: The yeas and 
tivesession, the treaty annexing Texas to the Union. | nays were ordered on the adoption of the resolution, 
Mr. Walker followed Mr. Benton in its discussion, | and it was rejected—yeas 83 nays 64—a vote of two 
and advocated the treaty as concluded, and thereaf- | thirds being necessary to its adoption. 
ter the senate adjourned. Errors in the census. Mr. Adams wished to pre- 
May 22. The following memorials and petitions | sent a memorial from certain citizens, in relation to 
were presented and appropriately referred: |errors which they say have been committed in com- 
By Mr. Huntington: The proceedings of a mcet-| piling and printing the last census of the United 
ing of a large number of citizens of Hartford, Con- | States. 
necticut, held in pursuance of a public notice, where-| Objection being made, he moved to suspend the 
in it is stated that they view with surprise and alarm ! rules, for the purpose of offering the resolution and 
the preliminary measures taken by the executive fur | moving to refer it to acommittee of five members. 
the annexation of Texas, and that, should the mea-| The yeas and nays were ordered and being taken, 
sure be successful, ere long they would be called on the rales were not suspended, ayes 96, nays 49—lJess 
to bid adieu to our institutions, our Union, our har-| than two thirds voting in the affirmitive. 
mony, end our peace, and their belief that the mea-| The Hastern harbor bill, Making appropriations 
sure had its origin chiefly in land and political specu- | in favor of certain rivers and harbors, principally 
lations. }along the eastern coast, was taken up. ‘The imme- 
By Mr. Berrien: The proceedings of a meeting in | diate question before the house was an amendment ma- 





If the subject was acted on, he 





the senate adjourned until the 2Uth. 


Chappel county, Georgia, in favor of the annexation | king appropriation for certain harbors in Mississippi 
of ‘l'exas. {and Alabama. The subject was discussed by Messrs. 
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Thompson and Black, when there was a demand for 
the previous question. 

The bill was by ayes 96, nays 83, ordered to a 
third reading and then by yeas 96, nays 80, was pas- 
sed. 

The house refused to reconsider the vote and ad- 
journed, 

Frivay May 17. After the disposal of unimpor- 
tant business, the rules were suspended for the pur- 
pose of receivinga resolution from Mr. Simmons 
calling for the reason why the commissioners ap- 
pointed to investigate inventions for preventing the 
bursting of steam boilers, have not made their re- 


30th June 1845. 
The bill having been read—_ 


mission, warrant, and petty officers, and seamen, in- 
cluding the engineer corps of the navy, two million 
tive hundred and nine thousand one hundred and 
eighty-nine dollars,” by inserting after the word dol- 
lars,” a proviso limiting the whole number of petty 


Mr. Parmenter moved to amend the first clause 
which is in the following words, ‘-For pay of com- 



















port? It was stated the report ought to have been 
made atthe commencement of the present session. 


Mr. Parmenter, on the part of the naval committee, 
remarked that the report would be very useful to the 
committee who have the subject of steam boilers un- 
der consideration. Hesaw no objection to the res- 
olution. 

After further talk, the resolution was adopted. 

Several attempts were made to go into committee 

of the whole on public bills, but without success. 

Finally the house went into committee and spent 
the remainder of the day (till one o’clock) in the 
consideration of private bills. A motion to adjourn 

till the 20th was then made and carried. 


Monpay, May 20. 4nnexation of Texas. Mr. 
Campbell asked Jeave to introduce certain resolutions 
adopted by portions of his constituents on the subject 
of the annexation of ‘Texas. The resolutions were 
received, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Post Office Department. On motion of Mr. Weller, 
the house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dromgoole, of Virgi- 
nia, inthe chair,) and on motion of Mr WWcKay, the 
committee took up the bill making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office department for the fis- 
cal year ending the 30th June, 1845. 

Mr. G. Davis moved to amend the bill by adding at 
the end thereof a proviso that no special or travel- 
ling Post Office agent should receive a higher com- 
pensation than one thousand dollars per annum, and 
two dollars per day for travelling expenses. 


Mr. Rithbun indicated several amendments which | 


he desired to offer, but which were not in order.— 
The result of some conversation was that Mr. Davis 
withdrew his amendment, to enable Mr Rathbun ta 
oller one providing that the office of special agent be 
abolished. 

Mr. R. stated what he knew of this matter in his 
own state. In the western part of New York, he 
said, two of these officers were employed. He be- 
lieved that the only thing they had done for the coun- 
try was to attend to politics, to overhaul the post 
oflice concerns, to turn out one man and putin an- 
other. 
ment, they ali came frora the local postmasters in the 
neighborhood, and from the mail carriers, and not in 
any instance from these specially appointed officers, 


As for the detection of frauds on the depart- | 


officers, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and boys, to be 
employed at any one time during the year, to seven 
thousand five hundred. 


Mr. Parmenter said the amendment proposed to fix 
the number of officers, seamen, &c, according to the 
force contemplated to be employed during the com- 
ing fiscal year. Heretofore there had been no re- 
striction of this-kind; it had consequently followed 
that the matter was left entirely at the discretion and 
will ofthe president of the United States and the 
navy department to employ any force which their 
means would allow. It was the custom of all foreign 
nations to regulate and fix the numberof seamen 
employed in the same manner as we did in ourarmy. 
Unless the number of our seamen employed was re- 
stricted it was impossibie to fix any limits the execu- 
tive in employing them. Mr. P. read from the esti- 
| mate of the secretary of the navy of the force neces- 
sary to be employed during the coming fiscal year, 
j amounting to 7,024. The amendment proposed to al. 

low 7,600, because, he said, it was necessary that there 
| Should be some additional men whenever ships of relief 
were preparing. The committee thought that 500 
were sufficient for this number; and, taking a view 
'of the whole subject, they had come to the conclu- 
sion, and had instructed him to report, that the pro- 
posed number was quite as large as was necessary to 
provide for the ensuing year; and with the general 
impression that it was important, if congress meant 
‘to have any control over the expenditures of the 
inaval service, that such a restriction should be made 
they had directed him to propose the amendment. 











Mr. Cave Johnson, upon inquiry from Mr. Parmen- 
ler, learning (as was understood by the reporter) that 
'the number of men proposed was that usually em- 
ployed upon these vessels in timeof war, said he 


| thought there should be some reduction from it; he | 


‘saw no necessily for the employment of the same 
'number of men in time of peace as in time of war. 
| There were nearly one third more men employed 
upon our vessels of every class than there were 
|upon British vessels of the same class. Upon our 
largest vessels, 1,140 men, upon British vessels of the 


‘number upon ours; and so with the other classes of 
vessels. Mr. J. warmly urged that congress should | 


“aa . ‘take upon themselves to make some restrictions—to | 
who were receiving large salaries, but were of no | take upon themsel “4 ome: restrictions-—to 


benefit. They were a tax on the government, but 
so far as he knew they were of no sort of use. He be- 
lieved the Post Office department could be protect- 
ed better by detaching some postmaster in the neigh- 
borhood where wrong had been committed to ascer- 
tain the facts. He believed that these agents, beyond 
the expense they imposed, were an injury to the 
whole country. 

Mr. Hudson, concurred in the remarks of his friend 
who had just taken his seat, (Mr. Rathbun.) He 
(Mr. H.) could speak of the influence and operations 
of these agents, so far as he knew, and he was satis- 


fix the number; so that they might know how many | 


officers were to be employed. The naval establish- | 
ment was the greatest sink of the public money con- | 
nected with the government except the army. The, 
house and the country would be astonished to see the | 
amount of money which was paid for the support of | 
this service, which was ofnause. Gentlemen talked | 
of its imporiance in protecting the commerce of the | 
country. On the Mediterranean station millions had | 
been expended; and if gentlemen would calculate the | 
expenses of the navy there they would find that we! 
had better bury all the commerce there was there | 





fied that they were governed more by political and 
personal considerations than by the wishes of the 
people or the wants of the govermuent. In fact, in| 
his own district almost every instance of removal or | 
appointment that was atall objectionable, had been | 
brought about, not by the people of either party, but 
by the representations of these special agents; and in 
several cases it had been ascertained that these repre- 
sentations were of such a character that no respecta- 
vie person of either party would endorse them; and 
yet they were deemed conclusive by the department 
‘These agents spent more time in adopting systems of 
political operation than in detecting frauds on the 
revenue. 

Mr. Rathbun, (on a suggestion of Mr. Schenk) mo- 
dified Lis amendment to read as follows. 

‘For mail depredations, $5,000: provided that the 
office of special agent be and the same if hereby 
abolished.” 

Mr. Jc kay, hoped this office would not be abolished. 
The department had always had authority. to em- 
ploy these agents, from the commencement of the 
goverpment. 

The question was then taken, and, by ayes 77, noes 
52, the modified amendment was egreed to. 

And, no further amendment having been offered, 
the bill was laid aside to be reported to the house. 


j 
’ 
j 





than to expend so extravagant an amount for its pro- | 
tection. With a view of showing how the country had | 
been imposed upon by paying these enormous sums} 
for the army and navy, without their rendering the 
slightest service, he read a statement showing that 
since 182] there had been expended for the support 
of the navy an aggregate amount of ons hundred and 
thirty seven million dollars, or an annual average of 
about seven million dollars, while the annual average 
ofthe army was over ten million dollars. He warm- 
ly commented upon the extravagance and uselessness 
of this expenditure, and deciared his readiness to vote | 
for the amendment, although he thought it ought to 
go farther with the reduction. 


Mr. Slidell, offered an amendment to the amend- 
ment as follows: 

‘Provided that.no portion of the said sum be ap- 
plied to the pay of any officers of any grade of the 
navy beyond the number in the respective grades 
that were in the service on the first day of January, 
1842; and provided further, that all persons who may 
have been appointed as masters’ mates since the 4th 
day of August, 1842, and who were not at the time 
of their appointment able seamen of the first class, 
shall be forthwith disrated.” 

Mr. S. was understood to say that the object of 
his amendment was to correct a very gross abuse in 








same class for their peace establishment were em-| 
ployed Sc6 men, or only about two thirds of the| 


te ts _— 


Naval Ippropriation Bill. On motion of Mr. McKay | the appointment contrary to law, of persons w ia 
the committee took up the bill making appropriations 


for the naval service for ‘he fiscal year ending the 


services were not required—an abuse not by the pre- 
sent incumbent of the department or of his immediate 
predecessor, butin a great measure of the previous 
secretary, Mr. Henshaw, although when he (Mr. f] 
had first been rejected by the senate, Mr. S. thought it 
was rash and uncalled for; still, upon a further ex. 
amination, be had been led to the conclusion that it 
was just, upon that ground, and he thought it wa; 
this fact that had in a great degree determined the 
action of the senate in thematter. Congress in [S849 
had determined that the number of midshipmen Wag 
too large, and a law was passed regulating it accor. 
dingly. Some fifty or sixty young gentlemen faq 
been appointed acting midshipmen, under the name of 
master’s mates, after the passage of this law, not 
only in direct violation of its spirit, as he contended, 
but of its letter also. He took pleasure in stating that 
the present secretary was not involved in this matter 
at all, and in saying, upon the anthority of this officer, 
that he was opposed to it. 

In reply to Mr. Cave Johnson he said, although the 
ships were over manned, it was not an argument with 
him for diminishing the number of men in the whole 
service. He would like to see a much larger number 
of ships afloat. He noticed some of the other posi- 
tions assuined by Mr. Johnson and further urged his 
own amendment. 

Mr. Holmes, opposed the amendment, and thouzht 
the personnel of a navy difficult to be obtained by us 
in comparison with a materiel. Napoleon found it so, 
| Louis Philippe’s policy has beento form a French 
| naval personnel by building up a commercial ma- 
|rine with men whoin case of emergency may be 
| transferred totheir navy. Mr. H. enlarged on an 
| argument showing that our navy has been of vast 
| service inthe protection of our commerce: France 
had at this momentin the gulf of Mexico a large 
| ficet. England has also a large one, at one time at 
| the Havana, or at another, at their naval station Ja- 
|maica. She was also blockading Nicaragua at the 
| present time. Mr. H. here drew an analogy between 
| England Affrhanistan and Russia, and England Tex- 
,as and the United States, and argued that the Texa 

question is not to be lost sight of in making this appro- 
priation. 
Mr. Hamlin, of Me. continued the discussion and 
| said he should, unlike his friend from 8S. C. confine 
himself to the subject. In his view, the navy was 
much too Jarge for a peace establishment. Mr. 
| Hamlin spoke at length in favor of an economical 
! administration. 





Mr. Hale, of N. H. made some allusions to Texas, 
Mexico, the Oregon, and the executive. Mr. H. said 
| he was for tying the purse strings of the nation so 
that the president could not reach them. If there 
| was power in no other way to contro] the presi- 
dent’s designs and actions there was power herc.— 
It was time for the two houses of congress to show 
its own dignity and power against the usurpations of 
of the president. He was surprised that while the 
president Lad been ordering troops to the Sabine, and 
a fleet to the gulfof Mexico, no one in congress 
had raised a voice against these usurpations. If the 
president had any regard to his duty he would con- 
sult congress at every step. For himself he would 
not vote one doliar for the president to expend in 
sending troops to the Sabine and fleets to the Gull. 
There was another thing which struck him with sur- 
prise. While we were threatening war against 
Mexico, we were sulfering Great Britain to reimain 
in quiet possession of our territory upon the north 
west. Mr. H. then launched forth against the al- 
leged abuses to the navy, which he represented as 
legion. The navy he said was an establishment 
without law, and until it was brought under obedi- 
ence to Jaw, he would sooner see it drifting in the 
ocean than he would vole one dollar for its sup- 
port. 

‘The pending amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. Hule proposed an amendment that all laws 
should be repealed which allowed inferior oflicers to 
draw the pay of officers of a higher grade, when 
performing the duties of officers of a highnr grade.— 
‘The amendment was agreed o without debate. 

Me Parmenter proposed an amendment which 
substituted for the general clausef of the bill ap- 
propriating in one sum for the expenses of navy 
yards a long list of specific sums for each yard.— 
The effect of this alteration would put it out of the 
power of it the department to show partialy in fa- 
vor of certain navy yards at the expense of others. 

Mr. McKay briefly supported the amendment. 

Mr. Johnson moved to amend the amendment by 
striking from it ail appropriation for the navy yardat 
Washington. He considered a navy yard here as 
entirely useless to the service, and he hoped it 
would be transferred to some point in the valiey of 
the Mississippi. He hoped that all western gentle- 


}men who were favorable to the establishment of a 
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naval depot on the western waters would support his 
motion, as 4 preparatory movement to that chject, 
We had alreacly a yard at Gosport; what did we want 
with one at this distance up the Potomac? Tt was: 
established here only because the city was to be here, 
and not because it would be of any real service. 

Mr. Black, of Ga. was against the amendmeat, but 
in favor of ihe west. 

Mr. Dickinson, of Tenn. expressed regret that the 
amendment had been introduced, as it presented a 
divided opinion in regard to a naval depot in the north 
and east. His own state, though an interior one, 
had always shown great friendship for the navy, 
believing that the navy was the right arm of na- 
tional defence. A navy yard was due to the Mis- 
sissippi, and he wished to see a unanimous opinion 
in favor of the navy on the Mississippi river. 

Mr. Cave Juhnson, who moved the amendment, 
defended it in several brief speeches. 

Mr. Dickinson, said that we should establish a na- 
yal depot and yard at Memphis, and fortify the en- 
trance to the gulf of Mexico at Key West, or some 
other point where ships of the largest class can ride 
safely at all times, and the gulf of Mexico—the 
Mediterranean of the new world—and its commerce 
can always be easily and fully protected. And if 
the British government, with all her pride and 
strength, shall dare to possess herself of Cuba or 
Texas, to control the policy of this nation or our do- 
mestic institutions, take my word for it that these 
western seamen will teach her effectually again, as 
they once did at New Orieans, that she can, like 
other nations, prosper most by altending to her own 
affairs. 

The committee rose and reported progress on navy 
bill and action on the post office bill, and the house 
adjourned. 


Tuvespay, May 21. Contested election. Mr. Elmer 
from the committee on elections, on behalf of the 
majority of said com sittee, made a report on the 
memorial of Jon JM. Botis, contesting the right of 
Jno. W. Jones to a seat in the house. Laid on table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Scheucl:, from the minority of same commit- 
tee, obtained !eave to hereuiter make on behalf of 
the minority, also a report. 

A motion to print the documents and testimony, 
some 6 or 700 pages, gave rise to discussion, and its 
further consideration was postponed till Saturday 
next. 

Oregon. A motion of Mr. Duncan, to take up, at 
this time, the bill in relation to the jurisdiction of 
the U. States over the territory of Oregon, was re- 
jected, by ayes 3U, noes 95. 

The naval appropriation bill, was resumed in consi- 
deration. 

Mr. Semple, as a western man, arose and advocat- 
ed the construction of a naval establishment or de- 
pot at the west, and reprobated so selfish a course as 
to urge the abolition of thatat Washington. 

Mr. Ashe, (from the distriet where Memphis 
stands,) advocated the claims of the west, and re- 
ferred to the British naval station and fortifications 
at Bermuda, overlooking and commanding our whole 
southern Atlantic Coast, as an argument for pre- 
serving every means of defence, and also for forti- 
fying the Dry Tortugas and also Key West. 

Mr. Hammet, agreed with Mr. .dshe as to the ne- 
cessity of farther provision for the defence of the 
west, and was against abolishing any of our navy 
yards. 

Mr. C. Johnson, here, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Hunt, of N. Y., moved an amendment, that of 
the sum appropriated inthe bill not more than half 
should be expended before the first of January next, 
except the amount designed for the repair of public 
vessels. 

Mr. H. stated that the reason of his amendment 
was to be found in the recent conduct of the execu- 
tive, who, without the authority of congress, ina 
gross assumption of power, had undertaken to send 
an army to the Sabine and a fleet to the Gulf of 
Mexico, He would limit these interferences with 
legislative action by taking from the president the 
right to exercise those powers which he had recent- 
ly exercised. It better became the congress of the 
United States, through the representatives of the 
people, to vindicate the digniiy of the government 
than to sanction those abuses oi power of which the 
president had been guilty. ‘Tne president, in his 
view, was undertaking to make war in defiance of 
the constitution and regardless of the interests of the 
people. He desired to control the portentous and 
alarming precedent which the executive, unless con- 
trolled, was likely to establish. If the representa- 
tives of the people were to be controlled in their 
Constitutional powers by the executive, there would 
be an end to our free institutions. Mr. H. contend. 
ed that if the present usurpation was passed over in 
apathy or in silence, the most serious consequences 


* 





would follow. He did not look upon the present ex- 
ecutive either as a Cesar or a Cromwell, but it would 
not do to allow such examples to pass unrebuked. 
We had power to control the executive as far as was 
proposed by regulating the conditions in which ap- 
propriations should be expended. 

Mr. Atkinson, of Va., replied to Mr. Hunt with 
much zeal. He had seen, he said, nothing of those 
usurpations which were complained of. The exe- 
cutive had, tohis knowledge, exercised no powers 
but such as belonged to him. Mr. A. spoke in favor 
of the navy and upon all the incidental questions 
connected with it, and mneidentally in favor of Texas, 
defending the executive for what he had done in re- 
ference to Mexico and Texas. 

Mr. Owm, of Ia., continued the debate, com- 
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Mr. Parmenter read the following statement of the 
ee annual pay of British and American of- 
icers: ; 

British pay. American pay. 


Admiral of the fleet, $10,512 
Admiral, 8,760 
Vice admiral, 7,008 
Rear admiral, 5.256 
Captain 2d rate, 3.350 $3,500 
Captain, 4th rate, 2,393 3,500 
Commanders, 1,447 2-500 
Lieutenants, 7 years, 961 1;500 
Lieutenants, 874 1.500 
Mates, 312 750 
Midshipmen, 149 76 400 
Gaugers, &c. average 490 680 





mencing with General Jackson’s letter, saying that 
the present was “the golden moment to obtain ‘lex- | 
as.” Mr. O. then took up Mr. Clay’s letter against 
the annexation, and dwelt upon that portion of it 


which declared that annexation under present cir- | 


cumstances was unjust to Mexico and good cause of 
war. This position Mr. O. entirely denied. If 
Texas was annexed to us, Mexico would have no 
cause to complain, and any war she might wage 
against us would be only an offensive one. ‘Texas 
belonged to us, and by annexation we were but ob- 
taining what is ourown. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll by permission asked Mr. Owen 
if he had seen a speech which purported to have 
been delivered by Mr. Benton upon the 16th, 17th 
and 20th inst. where it was most clearly shown that 
the Texas of 1840 was a very different matter from 
the Texas of 1826, claimed by Mr. Clay. It was 
shown by Mr. Benton that the Texas of this day 
embraced four provinces of Mexico which never 
belonged to Texas,and which were never thought 
of in connec tion with Texas. 

A member from South Carolina (Mr. Holines,) 
asked Mr. Ingersoll what were his views in regard to 
Texas. 

Mr. Ingersoll answered promptly—‘I am against 
the treaty—against annexation, and regard the at- 


tempt to add Texas to us, under the circumstances, | 


as untenable inthe eyes of the civilized world and 
disreputable in our own sight.” 

Mr. Owen went on to argue that Texas wasours, 
and then to contrast the Henry Clay of history with 
the Henry Clay of this day against Texas, and final- 
ly Mr. Owen closed his speech with the expression of 
sympathy for the foreigners of Philadelphia who had 
suffered in the recent riot. 


Mr. Morse, of Me., continued the discussion, and | 


replied to Mr. .4tkinson, of Va. Mr. M. said it was 
amazing to him, that such a speech could be made 
in this house and remain unrebuked. It was a mat 
ter of amazement that a representative of the peo- 
ple should rise up here to defend conduct so at va- 
riance with any thing like the spiritof our institu- 
tions. The executive had sent ah army to the Sa- 
bine and a fleet to the Gulf of Mexico, and both, if 
need be, to make war upon Mexico. He would not, 
as a representative of the people, remain silent 
while such acts were committed by the execulive au- 
thority. Mr. M. said a few words in reierence to 
President Tyler, whose position was as peculiar a 
his conduct was extraordinary. He was afresiden 
withouta party, and the only immortality he would 
ever have would be that of the Greek who fired the 
Ephesian dome. 


Mr. Belser, of Ala., thought that posterity would 
do John Tyler justice, and say of him ‘well done 
good and faithful servant.””> Mr. B. went on to de- 
fend annexation as just to Mexico and due to Texas. 
Mr. B. expressed his regret at some remarks of Mr. 
Owen expressive of Mr. B’s disbelief in the doctrine 
that slavery is a positive good. If Mexico wars 
with us, for Texas, the responsibility be upon herself. 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, next spoke, urgently, 
against annexation. 

The committee rose, reported progress, and the 
house adjourned. 

Wepnespay, May 22. Mr. Belser, of Alabama, 
Mr. Black, of Georgia, and other members, rose to 
present memorials upon the subject of the annexation 
of Texas. 
a memorial in behalfof Texas. ‘To the reception 
there was no objection, but objections to printing the 
memorials were urged until the motions to print 
were withdrawn. 

The vote upon the motion to print the testimony in 
the case of Messrs. Botts and Jones was reconsider- 
el, and the motion postponed until Saturday, instead 
of Monday next. 

Navy appropriation bill. 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. Hardin, of Illinois, who was entitled to the 
floor, declined to continue the irrelevant discussion 
of yesterday upon the subject of the annexation of 
Texas. 


Ss 
t 


The house then went into 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, wished to present | 


Seamen, ration included, 890 p.m. 12p. m. 
Mr. Davis,of Ky., moved an appropriation of 
$50,000 for the purchase os American hemp for the 
use of the navy. The amendment was delended in 
a speech by Mr. D. of some length, in the course of 
which it was argued upon testimony that the best 
American water rotted hemp was fully equal to the 
foreign article. Complaint was made of the secre- 
tary of the treasury by Mr. D., for refusing to carry 
out the joint resolution of congress adopted in 1841, 
for the encouragement of home grown hemp. The 
best Kentucky hemp, could be procured for $40a 
ton Jess than the foreign hemp, which was no better. 
|The price of the foreign article was $200 a ton, 
|and of the best domestic article $160a ton. Mr. D. 
earnestly called upon the house to protect this inte- 
rest by giving ita fair trialin our navy. 
| Mr. Morris,of Pa. followed, and advocated with 
great earnestness, and as a measure of great econo- 
my, the building of a dry dock at Philadelphia. 
| Mr. .dndrew Johnson, of Tenn., made a speech 
/upon this navy bill against the tariff of 1842. Mr. 
J. represented the south as oppressed upon the sub- 
ject of the tariff, and an effort was made to show 
the exact amount, which was put down at two mil- 
lions of dollars, just $96,600 and a fraction of which 
was lost to Tennessee. Mr. J. having denounced 
the protective system pronounced Mr. Clay to be 
| Very inconsistent. 
| Mir. Levy, of Flo., continued the debate in an 
hour’s speech in behalf of an appropriation for Pen- 


sacola. 


Mr. Murphy, of N. Y¥., defended an appropriation 
for a stone dock at Brooklyn. Mr. Leonard, of N. 
Y. city replied several times, and in favor of a sec- 

| tional dry dock. 

Vhen the honr of three having arrived, the debate 
was cut off, and the committee, according to order, 
proceeded to vote on the amendments to the bill. 

| Mr. Parmenter had moved an amendment, substi- 
tuting specific items of appropriation, for the general 
item in the bill, for expenses of the navy yards. 

And Mr. Hunt, of New York had moved to amend 
the amendment by adding thereto the following pro- 
Viso: 


| 


Provided, That no more than one half of the moneys 
appropria‘ed by this act shall be expended in the naval 
ser¥ice or drawn from the treasury previous tothe first 
day of January, 1845, excepting the sums appropriated 
for Improvements and necessary repairs of navy yards. 

| Mr. Hunt’s amendment was agreed to by yeas 62, 
j hays 61. 

| ‘he question recurred on Mr. Parmenter’s amend- 
| ment as thus amended, and it was agreed to. 

Several other amendments were proposed, and re- 

_ jected, or adopted, and finally the committee rose and 

| reported progress. 

| ranking Privilege. Mr. Fish, the rules having 

_been suspended for the purpose, offered the following 

resolution, which was adopted: 

| Resolved, "That a select committee of five be appointed 
to inquire and report to this house whether the franking 
privilege of any of the members ot this house, as estab- 
lished by law, has been violated or disregarded in auy 

case by any deputy postmaster, or other officer of the 

Post Office department, ander any regulations or instruc- 


tions from the Post Office department or otherwise. 
The Speaker laid before the 
house a number of execulive communications, 


amongst which was the following: 
Wasliington, May 18 1844. 
| To the house of representatives of the United States. 
| In answertoa resolution of the house of reprsenta- 
| tives of the 3d of January last. requesting the president of 
| the United Siates “to cause to be communicated to the 
| house copies of all the instructions given to the com- 
manding officers of the squadron stipulated by the treaty 
with Great Britain of 9th of August, 1842 to be kept on 
the coast of Airica for the suppression of the slave trade,” 
and also “copies of the instructions given by the Briiish 
governme it to their squadron stipulated by the same, if 
such instructions had been communicated to this govern- 
ment,” [ have to inform the house of representatives that 
lin my Opinion it would be incompatible with the public 
literests 10 communicate to that body at this time copies 
of the instructions referred to. JOHN TYLER. 
And then the house adjourned. 


| 
| The African Squadron. 
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AMERICAN PROVISIONS IN ENGLAND. Beef was plenty 
and holders were anxious to sell—prices declined some- 
what and it Was feared would go lower. Pork and ba- 
con went off slowly. Cheese had improved a trifle in 
price, the stock being*considerably reduced. 


Corron. Prices remained without variation for the 
fortnight previous to the Britannia leaving Liverpool on the 
4th May, but holders were firm, and some 4,000 bales 
had again been taken on speculation. Sales of the 
week ending 26"h April, 24,080 bales; do. the week 
rn, 3d May, 29,670. Prices are thus quoted on 4th 

ay: 


Description. Paid this week. Same time 1841. 


Sea Island 124a18 Tha2l 
Stained 65a-— 3ia 8 
Bowed Goorgia 4ia 6 33a 5} 
Mobile 43a 55 Zia 6 
Alabama & Tennessee § 3ja 43 3ia 4 
New Orleans 3a 8 33a 7 


Havre market without variation. 

The ship Greenock sailed from Mobile a few days 
ago for Liverpool, with 4,090 bales of cotton—the largest 
cargo ever cleared from that port. Iis weight is estimat- 
ed at 1,941,092 pounds; its value at $136,163, 

Exported from Boston, during the week ending on the 
18th inst., 661 bales of domestic goods; of which 240 
bales were shipped to Calcutta, 190 to the Sandwich Is- 
lands, 120 to South America, 55 to the West Indies, 
and 46 bales to Honduras. 


A Cotton Factory on a very large scale, is about to be 
erected at Buffalo, and another at Jeast as forinidable at 
Cincinnati; both are hailea as the foundation of a new 





era in those sections, 

T'he barque Pioneer, owned by Messrs. Oelrichs & 
Lurman, sailed from Baltimore on the 17th, for Macao | 
anda market, took out 1,100 bales of cotton goods.— | 
Her entire cargo was valued, we understand, at $100,- | 
000, and is owned principaliy by Messrs. Oelrichs & | 
Lurman. | 


Tosacco. The better descriptions are in active de-| the death of George the 1V, was the enormous sum of 


mand, and prices have advanced a trifle. Second quali- 
ties rather livelier than heretofore, but prices remain with- 
out variation for all but the best. ‘The Baltimore inspec- 
tions of Jast Week comprise 1,457 hhds. Maryland, 362 
Ohio, 49 Kentucky, 4 Pennsylvania, and 3 Virginia.— 
Total 1,875 hhds. Prices in the English market remain- | 
ed steady. 


Frour. The inspections of last week in Baltimore 
comprised 13,263 bbls. 522 half bbls.; 3,792 bbls. were from 
Susquehanna. The quantity of flour received at Albany, | 
by way of the Erie canal, from the commencement of 
navigation this season to the l4th instant, reducing the | 
wheat to barrels, was 243,132 barrels. 
‘The London corn market, May 4:h remained dull and 
leavy. 


dispositions for a flight somewhere. The wind blowing 
heavy, the balloon bounded about, and the net-work 
began togive way, nothing daunted, Mr. W.suddenly 
cut the cords, and up he went, some 4,000 feet. There 
atremendous gale from the west struck his balloon, 
knocked it about at such a rate that he_ threw his whole 
weight upon the valve-rope in order to make his dodge 
down again. This soon brovght him to the ground. 
Away it bounded again bobbing amongst lofty forest 
trees, on top of one of the tallest of which Mr. W. con- 
trived, head downwards as he was, totake a turn with 
his cord, from whence he reached the ground alive— 
much to his own amazement. Glad to get rid of his 
unruly companion, he let go, and away it dashed out of 
sight. Near Caiskill, N. Y. onthe same evening, an 
empty balloon descended, having a card init, with Mr. 
Wise’s compliments. 


CanaL Touts. The tolls received on all the New 
York canals during the first thirteen days of navigation 
the present season amounted to within a small fraction 
of a quarter of a million of dollars. 


Connecricut—Etection or Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor §c. The Legislature in session. The fol- 
lowing is the result of their ballotings for state officers, 
onthe 2d inst. Governor Roger S. Baldwin, (whig) 116 
Costiney F’. Cleveland, (V. B.) 93, majority for Bald- 
win 23, 

Lieut. Governor Reuben Booth, whig 116, Wm. S. 
Hollabird (V. B.) 89, C. F. Cleveland, 1, N. A. Phelps, 1, 
Blank, 1, majority for Booth 24. 


ForeTreasurer. John B. Gilbert, whig, was elected by 


23 majority over Charles H. Pond. (V. B.) 


_ For Secretary, David P. Tyler. whig, received 22 ma, 
jority over Noah A. Phelps, (V.B.) 

For Comptroller, Abijah Carrington , whig, was elected 
by the same majority over Gideon Wells, (V, B.) 
_ Gov. Baldwin was inaugurated the same day,-and de- 
livered his message to the legislature. 


Cost oF Two Eneuisu Kines. The Grand total of, the 
Royal expenditdure from the accession of George IIL to 


£92,090,857, or four hundred millions of dollars. 


‘ ‘The convention consists of 58 members, of whom 20 
are lawyers, 3°ex-governors, 1 chief justice, 1 associate 
justice, and several ex-members of congress. 


RELIGIoUs TOPICS OF THE WEEK. Millerism mistaken in 
feures. The editors of the Advent Herald “frankly ac- 

nowledge the expiration of their reckoning of the time 
when they expected their Lord.” How much anxiety 
idle fears, and false impression, would weak minds have 
been spared had they admitted the simple revealed truth 
that “of that day and ‘hour knoweth no man,—no, not 
even the Son, but the Father only,” instead of presum. 
ing upon their finite eapacity to figuring it out Prophicy 
by rules of arithmetic. 


True Meruopist EriscopaL GENERAL CONFERENCE, at 
New York, have had the exciting subject of slavery be- 
fore them all the week. The committee to whom the 
subject was referred before the day devoted to fasting 
and prayer, and: with instructions to confer with the 
Bishops, reported finally that they could devise no means 
of obviating existing difficulties. A resolution implicat- 
ing one of the bishops for holding slaves contrary to the 
discipline, is now before the conference. A division of 
the society is seriously to be dreaded. 


” 


Mormons. “The Prophet,” is the title of a paper just 
commenced at New York, by the ‘‘Society of Latter 
Day Saints,” impelled, the prospectus says, by ‘‘a desire 
to promulgate the Gospel in its fullness.” It probably is 
to have a squinting also towards temporal topics, such as 
General Joseph Smith claims as a successor of Mr. 
Tyler in regulating certain kingdoms of this world. 

A correspondent writes from Nauvoo, “There are about 
fifty masons and stone cutters engaged about the ‘l'’em- 
ple. It will be the most extraordinary building on ihe 
American continent. We have a regular theatre, got up 
by the Mormons themselves. Last night the play of Pi- 
zarro went off in good style, to a large audience, of 
which about one hundred were ladies. 1 was astonish- 
ed to see such an array of beauty in the New Jerusa- 


} Jetia.” 


Bisuop Hucues. Catholic prelate of New York, has 
published a long letter addressed to the mayor of that 
city, written in consequence, he states, of a letter re- 


Tue Curistiana Licnr House. At the mouth of the | ceived from one of the “native Americans,” over his 
Brandywine, is lighted by means of rosin gas, which af- | Proper Name, threatening him with “the poignard.” ‘The 


iords three times the the brilliancy of oil. It costs, more- 
over, but one fifth the price of oil. The new applica- 
tion has been made under the direction of B. F_ Costen, 
ofthe U. 8. Navy, who deserves much credit for his zeal 
and perseverance in the matter. [Bicknells Reporter. 


Mr. Everert ano THE Rev’p. Srpney Smira. A card 
from the Rev'd. Mr.S. to the editor of the London Morn- 
ing Chronicle, says : 

Sir: The locofoco papers in America are, I observe, 


a month with me at Christmas in Somersetshire. That 


/month was neither lunar nor calendar, but consisted of 


THE cRoPs continue to improve in appearance and 
promise. If there be not a larger wheat crop this year in 
United States than has ever before been raised, we shall 
be disappointed. More wheat was sown in the north, 
western states than ever before. ‘The first acconnt of 
any drawback reached us by the last mails—a statement 
that the fy had made havoc of whole fields in one direc- | 
tion. 


Money. New York canal loan. The commissioners 
ofthe canal fund, have advertised for proposals for a five 
per cent. loan of $500,000, “to pay arrearages to canal 
contractors” redeemable in 1862. 


Srocxs. London, May 4. United States bonds. The 
business done in United States bonds has consisted of 
the following. our quotations being the latest obtained— 
Alabama sterling 5's, 82; Indiana 4's, 35; sterling 5’s | 
35; Illinois @s, 40; sterling 6’s, 40; Kentucky 6s, 933) 
Loutsiana 5’s, 66; Maryland sterling 5’, 65; N. York | 
5’s, 924.94; Ohio 6's, 91; Pennsylvania 5’s, 66; United | 
States Bank, £1 3s.; per debentures April 1841, 60; per 
do October, 1541, 40. 


BaLTIMORE ANNEXATION MEETING. Notices for a mass} 
meeting of the friends of annexation, to take place at! 
monument square,on Monday evening last, were exten- | 
sively circulated, and speeches from several distinguish- | 
ed members of congress in favor of the nwasure were 
promised. The eveving was not favorable—but few at- | 
tended and it was adjourned to Thursday evening,— 
which turned out to be delightful weather. There was) 
then a considerable gathering. B. H. Ricnanpson esq. | 
presided. Mr. Belser, representative from Alabama, and | 
others addressed the meeting in favor of annexation.— | 
Professor Baxley then read the resolutions which had 
been prepared. On the question being put upon adopt- 
ing them, the chairman admitted that he could not—by 
suund—-pronounce them agreed to, and thereture he re- | 
quested the meeting to divide. ‘The attempt to move so | 
large a mass, produced great confusion, which was ar 
Jength terminated by the chairman announcing, that he 
was under the impression that a majority of the meeting 
was in favor of the resolutions. 


Acronaut. Mr. Wiss, if we remember right, pro- 
mised the public tomake a trip across the Atlantic some 
time this summer. Whether prevented because antici- 
pated by the late arrival at Charleston,—aecording to a 
New York version, or whether he had prepared to start 
from Llollidaysburg, Pa., on the 4th iast., we are not in- 


forty-eight hours—a few minutes more or less. I never 
heard a wiser or more judicious defence than he made 
to me and others of the American insolyency—not deny- 
ing the injustice of it; speaking of it, on the contrary, with 
the deepest feeling, but urging with great argumentative 
eloquence every topic that could be pleaded in extenua- 
tion. He made upon us the same impression he appears 


bishop handles Col. Stone, editor of the Commercial Ad- 
vertiser, and Bennett, of the Herald, without gloves.— 
His challenge of a letter to a controversy, is a remarka- 


ble feature of the prelate’s letter. He accounts for O’- 


Connell’s treatment of Bennett. 


Russia corron Factories. Cotton spinning i; increns- 





}ing rapidly in Russia, and it is calculated that in the 
,course of the present spring there will not be fewer 
than 500,000 spindles at work in St. Petersburg. 

full of abuse of Mr. Everett, their minister, for spending | 


Sarrretre as A Manure. The Plymouth county 


/agricultural society, Mass., reports an experiment, satis- 
|factorily conducted, which resulted as follows.—“One 
square rod on the half acre where ten loads of barn ma- 
‘nure were spread and ploughed in, the produce was 474 
Ibs. of Indian corn, equa! to 101 25-75 bushels per acre; 
‘one rod of an adjoining half acre on which 100 ths. of 
'saltpetre were-sown, produced 48} lbs., equal to 102 70-75 
| bushels per acre.” 





| this may be, 


3 ° ‘ t ’ a . t 
to make universally in this country; we thought him (a | a HE SLAVE TRADE. Lieut. G. W. Chapman, U.S. 


‘character which the Enelish always receive with affee- | N., who reached N. Orleans a few days since in charge 


tionate regard) an amiable American republican without \of the captured scliooner Uncas, reports that the slave 
rudeness, and accomplished without ostentation. “If I | trade was actively pursued on the coast of Africa, in 
had known that gentleman five years ago, (said one of | Spite of British and American cruisers. The only ef- 
my guests,) I should have been deep in the American | fectual remedy for the evil, is to dot the coast with such 
funds; and, as itis, I think at times that I see nineteen | colonies as Monrovia, and Liberia, from end to end. 
lo twenty iy pe inthe pound in his face.” However | Send to them such enlightened colonists as_ those now 

aim sure we owe to the Americans a debt | have, with school books in their hand and the spirit of 
of gratitude for sending to ussuch an excellent specimen | the gospel in their hearts, let them people the African 
of their productions. In diplomacy, a far more import- | coast with enlightened, industrious, enterprising commu- 





formed. There and on thatday Mr. W. was making 


ant object than falsehood is, to keep nations in friend- | Nities, and the root of the evil will be reached. 


ship. In this point no nation has ever been better served 
than America has been by Mr. Edward Everett. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, SIDNEY SMITH. 


Ex-Gov. J. Davis, of Worcester, Mass. embarked 
for Liverpool! in the Hibernia on the 16th. It is belived 
that his visit abroad has reference to the negotiations 
pending to obtain a loan fur the construction of the Lili- 
nois and Michigan canal. 


Icesercs. The Hibernia met with immense fields of 
ice soun after leaving Liverpool, and had to run south to 
avoid them. The Hollander, from Rotterdam to Boston, 
on the 24th and 25th ult., passed many miles of ice, lat. 
45 30, lon. 67 20. 


Tue New Jersey Constitrvutionat Convention, met 
on the Mithinst. ‘The convention organized by the ap- 
poinfment of ex-Governor WuLiiaMson, as_ president, 
Gen. Dickerson, and Chief Justice Hornblower, con- 
ducted him to the chair, from whence he made an ap- 
propriate address. Win. Patterson, esq., of Amboy, 
vrandson of Judge P. who efficiated as secretary of the 
congress that adopted the present constitution of the 
state, Was appointed secretary, Dr. Saunders of Gloces- 
ter, assistant secretary; Win. b. Napton, sergeant-at- 
arms 

The president and one secretary are whig,—the 
other officers loco. The body is constituted, according 
to an understanding between the parties, ef equal num- 
bers of each party. except from Mommouth county, 
which refused to abide by the compromise, and elected 
no whigs. 


+ 
Western Rivers. The Upper Mississippi was in- 


| undating the country far and wide, when our last intel- 


ligence lett there. At St. Louis on the 2d inst. the Mis- 
souri had entered the basements of most of the houses 
| upon the levee, and was raising. Terre Haute was 
also over its banks and raising. 

The Arkansas river on the 22d, was very high at Lit- 
tle Rock, wanting only about two feet of being as high 
as it was in 1833. Great damage had been done by the 
destruction of stock and the overflowing of almost eve- 
ry farm in the bottom land. The last Qsage Yeoman 
reports the tiver very high, and says boats of the larg- 
est class might ascend to Warsaw at this time. 

The Ohio had 8 feet water at Wheeling on the 11th; 
and at Pittsburg six feet, and falling. 

Western Massacavserrs Rattroap. Receipts for 
week ending April 27th. 





1844. " ‘4843. 

Passengers. $6501 $5101 
Freight, &c., 6305 4403 
Total, $13 306 $9504 


Western Freight carried through from Boston to Al- 
bany. 


1843. 1844, 
January, 90 tons 375 ions 
February, 94 tons 254 tons 
March, 153 tons 193 tons 


S62 tons 


April, 279 tons 











Total, 616 tons 1714 tons 
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